College students ]1 1S

ome should take a few minutes

to make sure they are hﬁlﬁg in a fire-safe environment. Educatmg
students on what they can do to stay safe during the school year is

important and often overlooked.

SAFETY TIPS

® Make sure you can hear the building alarm system when you are

If you live in a dormitory, make sure your sleeping room has
a smoke alarm, or your dormitory suite has a smoke alarm in
each living area as well as the sleeping room. For the best
protection, all smoke alarms in the dormitory suite should
be interconnected so that when one sounds, they all sound.

If you live in an apartment or house, make sure smoke
alarms are installed in each sleeping room,
outside every sleeping area, and on each level
of the apartment unit or house. For the best
protection, all smoke alarms in the apartment
unit or house should be interconnected so that
when one sounds, they all sound.

Test all smoke alarms at least monthly.
Never remove batteries or disable the alarm.

Learn your building’s evacuation plan and practice
all drills as if they were the real thing.

If you live off campus, have a fire escape plan with two ways
out of every room.

When the smoke alarm or fire alarm sounds, get out of the
building quickly and stay out.

Stay in the kitchen when cooking.

Cook only when you are alert, not sleepy or drowsy
from medicine or alcohol.

Check with your local fire department for any restrictions
before using a barbeque grill, fire pit, or chimenea.

Check your school’s rules before using electrical appliances
in your room.

Look for fully sprinklered housing when choosing a dorm or off-campus housing.

in your dorm room.
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Simoeking Sens
If you smoke, smoke outside and only
where it is permitted, Use sturdy, deep, non-
tip ashtrays. Don't smoke in bed or when
you've been dmnkmg or are drowsy.

e

Burn candles only if the school
permits their use. A candle is
an open flame and should be
placed away from anything that
can burn. Never leave a candle
unattended. Blow it out when you
leave the room or go to sleep.

FACT

® Fires in dormitories are more
common during the evening
hours, between 5-11 pm,
and on weekends.

©) Roughly six out
of seven fires in
dormitories are |
started by cooking.
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Learn the

Sounds

of Fire Safety

Is there a beep or a chirp coming out of your smoke or carbon monoxide alarm? What does it all mean?
Knowing the difference can save you, your home, and your family! Make sure everyone in the home
understands the sounds of the smoke and carbon monoxide alarms and knows how to respond.
Learn the sounds of your smoke and carbon monoxide alarms by checking the user guide or

search the brand and model online.

What is your alarm telling you?
SMOKE ALARMS

- Acontinued set of three loud beeps—beep, beep, beep—means
smoke or fire. Get out, call 9-1-1, and stay out.

- Asingle “chirp” every 30 or 60 seconds means the battery is
low and must be changed.

« All smoke alarms must be replaced after 10 years.

- Chirping that continues after the battery has been replaced
means the alarm is at the end of its life and the unit must be
replaced.

CARBON MONOXIDE (CO) ALARMS

+ A continuous set of four loud beeps—beep, beep, beep,
beep—means carbon monoxide is present in your home.
Go outside, call 9-1-1 and stay out.

« Asingle chirp every 30 or 60 seconds means the battery is low
and must be replaced.

« CO alarms also have “end of life” sounds that vary by
manufacturer. This means it’s time to get a new CO alarm.

« Chirping that continues after the battery has been replaced means
the alarm is at the end of its life and

the unit must be replaced. —
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HearaBeep, ™ &
Get On Your Feet!

Get out and stay out! Call 9-1-1 from outside.

Make sure your smoke and
CO alarms meet the needs
of everyone in your home,
including those with sensory
or physical disabilities.

Some tips:

v Install a bedside alert
device that responds to
the sound of the smoke
and CO alarms. Use of a
low frequency alarm can
also wake a sleeping
person with mild to
severe hearing loss.

v Sleep with your mobility
device, glasses, and
phone close to your bed.

v Keep pathways like
hallways lit with
night lights and free
from clutter to make
sure everyone can
get out safely.

Hear a Chirp,

Make a Change!

A chirping alarm needs attention. Replace the batteries
or the entire unit if it's over 10 years old.
If you don’t remember how old the unit is, replace it!
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Lithium ion batteries supply power to many kinds of
devices including smart phones, laptops, scooters,
e-cigarettes, smoke alarms, toys, and even cars. Take
care when using them. In rare cases, they can cause
a fire or explosion.

The problem
These batteries store a large amount of energy in a small
amount of space.

«  Sometimes batteries are not used the right way; batteries
not designed for a specific use can be dangerous.

- Like any product, a small number of these batteries are
defective. They can overheat, catch fire, or explode.

Safety Tips
Purchase and use devices that are listed by a qualified
testing laboratory.

«  Always follow the manufacturer’s instructions.

«  Only use the battery that is designed for the device.

+  Put batteries in the device the right way.

« Only use the charging cord that came with the device.

Do not charge a device under your pillow, on your bed or
on a couch.

» Keep batteries at room temperature.

Do not place batteries in direct sunlight or keep them in
hot vehicles.

- Store batteries away from anything that can
catch fire.

Signs of a Problem

Stop using the battery if you notice
these problems: odor, change in color,
too much heat, change in shape, leaking,
odd noises. If it is safe to do so, move
the device away from anything that can
catch fire. Call 9-1-1.

Battery Disposal

— Do not put lithium ion batteries in
the trash.

— Recycling is always the best option.

— Take them to a battery recycling
location or contact your community
for disposal instructions.

— Do not put discarded batteries
in piles.

High-Tech Luggage

Some major airlines no longer accept
‘smart’ luggage with non-removable
lithium ion batteries as checked or
carry-on luggage. The powerful batteries
can potentially overheat and pose a fire
hazard during flight.

In some instances, smart bags with
removable lithium ion batteries will be
allowed on board if the battery can be
removed on site and taken on board with
the customer. Check with your airline
for restrictions.
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