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History of

the White Coat 
Ceremony

The White Coat Ceremony was established in 1993 
by the Arnold P. Gold Foundation at the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University. 
It was designed to encourage a renewed focus on 
compassion among future generations of physicians. 

Wearing their white “cloaks of compassion,” entering 
students take the Declaration of Geneva, also 
known as the Physician’s Pledge, the contemporary 
successor to the 2,500-year-old Hippocratic Oath, 
for the first time, in the presence of family, friends, 
faculty, board members, administrators and alumni, 
affirming their commitment to the professional 
duties of physicians and the ethical principles of the 
medical profession they have now joined. Taking the 
Pledge at the beginning of their education makes the 
students more aware of their responsibility from the 
very first day of their training, not just to take care of 
their patients but to care for them.
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Jesse V. Lama
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Ada Liu
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Daniel Mellinger

Kelemwork Mengesha

Jessica Miao
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Spencer Moavenzadeh
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Tasnim Mujir

Anthony Munoz

Shayla Murray

Varun Nayar

Amanda Anh-Thi Nghiem

Holly D. Nguyen

Sophie Ngoc Bich Nguyen
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Charlie S. Ortiz
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Mahi Pachgade
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Viva A. Paintsil
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Shreya V. Palacherla 

Joshua J. Pang

Christopher Papazian

Anishka Parikh

Rishika Pasula

Ashna D. Patel

Chinmay D. Patel

Keyur Patel

Priyank Patel
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Neeharika Patibanda
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Jenna Peretin

Siddhartha Peri

Vasavi Peruru
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Alesha B Philip
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Gopika M. Pillai

Sachin Pranesh

Vincent J. Priolo

Patora A. Quarless
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Gautham Ramachandran

Shravan V. Ramayanapu

Shreya Ranadive
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Dhrumi Raval

Harshitha Ravichandran
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Charles M. Ritchie

Harrison Roberts

Danielle Romanowski

Nicole Ru

Anthony G. Russo

Alexandra Kenna Sabo
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Astha Sahoo

Sruthi Saji

Raiyan Sami

Shyam Saravanan

Krisha S. Shah

Manan Shah

Sachin Mitesh Shah

Yashvi Shah

Roshan M. Shaik

Richa Sharma 

Brent Shaw

David Shin

Ulyana Shumnyk

Joshua S. Siauw

Lauren Bryn Siegel

Hayden Simonson

Nain Singh

Sehajvir Singh

Sukethram Sivakumar

Dylan A. Smoot

Laura Sneller

Kristyn Ann Spetz

Disha Srivastava

Melanie Stender

Jason M. Stojanovic

Jenny W. Sun

Ananyaa Sundar

Pranav S. Surti

Parth J. Sutariya

Thinna Svetanant

Jane Taylor

Karsyn R. Terry

Julia Teymouri

Donovin A. Thompson

Lauren Thompson

Luke Tomczak

Trevor N. Tran

Vivian Tran

Michael Trinidad Jr. 

Olivia B. Trotto

Gianna Ungaro

Rujula Upasani

Yevgeniy Valeryevich Uvarov

Jacob McIntire Van Parys

Soumya Vavilala

Alyssa Veliz

Priya Verma

Patrick Vespa

Maha Vijayakrishnan

Patricia Villanueva

Justin Vinca

Tamerlane C. Visher

Sarah Vizz

Dylan C. Wambold

Kyle Wang

Michelle Wang

Ray Wang

Zhenghao Wang

Naomi Warszawski

Brett M. Weeks

Li Ying Wei

Edmund Solomon Wekunga

Kacie R. Wheeler

Griffin W. White

Stephanie Widjaja

Daniel Winters

Anna Xiang

Akhil Yetukuri

Andrew J. Yun

Tara Zarrineh

Jennifer Zhang

Wentong Zhao

Anna Zheng

Jane Zheng

Joyce Zhu

Nolan Ziemniak

Fatima A. Zubedi
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The White Coat Ceremony has been generously co-sponsored by: 

• The Benjamin J. Cottone, MD, HU ’31 White Coat Ceremony 
Endowment Memorial Fund 

• The Drexel University College of Medicine Alumni Association 

• The Office of Student Affairs and Career Advising 

The white coats and stethoscopes are provided through the generosity 
of alumni and friends who welcome each student with a note of 
congratulations. 

A special thank you is extended to our leadership donors:

MUSIC 

Doctor’s Note
Drexel University College of Medicine’s A Cappella Group
Singing “Best Day of My Life” by American Authors

Performers: Immanuelle Azebe-Osime, Shrilakkshmi Babu, Taylor 
Carbine, Kathryn Chang, Sarah Dabre, Sophie Geagan, Joshua 
Heidenreich, Jason Kim, Bobby Kroma, Jacyln Lo and Joelle Park

Ceremonial music performed by Symphony in C 
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• Clifford A. Hudis, MD, MCP ‘83



In our third decade as Drexel University 
College of Medicine, we continue to celebrate 
its heritage as a college of opportunity, tracing 
our roots from two forebear institutions: 
Hahnemann Medical College and the 
Woman’s Medical College of Pennsylvania. 
The College of Medicine proudly upholds 
enduring values: commitment to educational 
opportunity, excellence in basic science and 
clinical preparation, dedicated mentorship 
and upholding the innovative spirit of 
visionary institutions.

Hahnemann was established as the 
Homeopathic Medical College of Pennsylvania 
in 1848, to provide standardized training 
in the emerging system of medicine called 
homeopathy. It was renamed Hahnemann 
Medical College in honor of Samuel 
Hahnemann, the founder of homeopathic 
medicine. The school welcomed students 
of all backgrounds. By the late 1920s, the 
homeopathic focus was gone, but the attention 
to excellent student preparation lived on. 
Hahnemann became a nationally known 
academic medical center and a leading 
provider of subspecialty care, particularly for 
cardiovascular disease.

The Woman’s Medical College, the first 
degree-granting medical school in the world 
for women, was founded in 1850. Providing 
educational opportunity to a diverse cohort 
of women was its hallmark. Woman’s Med 
trained physicians who practiced all over the 
globe, creating a corps of impressive female 
clinicians and scientists to serve as faculty and 
leaders in medicine. After 120 years, the school 
became co-educational in 1970 under the name 
Medical College of Pennsylvania, or MCP.  

Our legacy schools were brought together by 
Allegheny Health, Education and Research 
Foundation, based in Pittsburgh. The two 
medical colleges were combined and in 1996 
took the new name Allegheny University of 
the Health Sciences. When Tenet Healthcare 
Corporation acquired the hospitals in 1998, a 

nonprofit – MCP Hahnemann University – was 
created to take over the merged medical schools.

Drexel University, itself an historic institution, 
assumed management of this new academic 
entity. The medical school became Drexel 
University College of Medicine in 2002.

Like MCP and Hahnemann, Drexel University 
had its roots in the provision of opportunity. 
Financier Anthony J. Drexel founded the 
Drexel Institute of Art, Science and Industry 
in 1891 to offer practical education to men 
and women without regard to socioeconomic 
status, race or religion. 

In 2019, Hahnemann University Hospital was 
closed due to the bankruptcy of its owner, 
American Academic Health System (AAHS). 
In the wake of the closure, Drexel University 
and the College of Medicine developed plans 
for the continued clinical training of our 
medical students at other affiliated hospitals. 
St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children was 
sold as part of the same AAHS bankruptcy. 
Drexel and Tower Health stepped in as 
co-owners of this storied pediatric hospital 
to continue its service to the families of 
northeast Philadelphia and beyond.

The collaboration between Drexel and Tower 
Health also took the form of an academic 
affiliation agreement, which resulted in the 
creation of the College of Medicine at Tower 
Health in West Reading, Pennsylvania. The 
four-year regional medical campus opened 
in 2021. 

In summer 2023, the College of Medicine 
welcomed first- and second-year MD program 
students at the state-of-the art Health 
Sciences Building in University City, near 
Drexel University’s other colleges and schools. 

The College of Medicine benefits from and 
enhances Drexel’s place on the national stage 
with a heritage of innovation, inclusiveness and 
excellence that goes back more than 175 years.
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