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History of
THE WHITE CoAT
CEREMONY

The White Coat Ceremony was established in 1993
by the Arnold P. Gold Foundation at the College

of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University.

It was designed to encourage a renewed focus on
compassion among future generations of physicians.

Wearing their white “cloaks of compassion,” entering
students take the Declaration of Geneva, also

known as the Physician’s Pledge, the contemporary
successor to the 2,500-year-old Hippocratic Oath,
for the first time, in the presence of family, friends,
faculty, board members, administrators and alumni,
affirming their commitment to the professional
duties of physicians and the ethical principles of the
medical profession they have now joined. Taking the
Pledge at the beginning of their education makes the
students more aware of their responsibility from the
very first day of their training, not just to take care of
their patients but to care for them.



Program

NATIONAL ANTHEM

OPENING REMARKS

Leon McCrea 11, MD, MPH
Deborah ¥. Tuttle, MD and Fohn P. Piper, MD Vice Dean for Educational Affairs
Associate Professor of Family, Community and Preventive Medicine

WELCOME FROM THE DEAN

Charles B. Cairns, MD
Walter H. and Leonore Annenberg Dean, College of Medicine
Senior Vice President for Medical Affairs, Drexel University
Professor of Medicine and Emergency Medicine

WELCOME FROM THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Meghan Berkenstock, MD 11

President, Alumni Association
MUSICAL WELCOME FROM DOCTOR’S NOTE

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Eugene P. York, MD
Clinical Professor of Medicine

ROLL CALL OF THE CLASS OF 2028

Hwyda A. Arafat, MD, PhD Dana Peterson, PhD, MA, MEd
Professor of Medicine Professor of Neurobiology and Anatomy
Linda M. Console-Bram, PhD, MS Bisan A. Salhi, MD, PhD
Associate Professor of Associate Dean for Student Affairs,
Pharmacology and Physiology Community Health € Inclusive Excellence,

and Associate Professor of Emergency

Caitlin A. Howe, PhD Medicine
Associate Professor of
Neurobiology and Anatomy

ADMINISTRATION OF THE PHYSICIAN’S PLEDGE

Steven Rosenzweig, MD
Professor of Emergency Medicine

CLOSING REMARKS
Leon McCrea I, MD, MPH
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Lamrot Abadula Jacob C. Brocious Majid Elkhatib
Ahmed Mohamed Abbas Kirvani Buddhiraju Alexander G. Erdman
Hannah Mariam Abraham Vivian Bui Hayley M. Estrella
Rajit Agarwal Olivia K. Chagnon Alexis Mmachi Abike
Oluwasemilayo Danielle Marco Chan Ezeanii
Agbejule Sirui Chen Saba Farhady
Vaishavi Agrawal Wallis Chen Celena Y. Fei
Stephanie-Louise Mounika Chilukuri Sydney Fiore
Agyemang Ariearavanan Appavoo Taylor Forry
Michael Aji Chinnappan Isha Vishwas Gadgil
Holly Akabuo Andrew Cho Elizabeth Gammer
Farbod Akhavantaheri Samuel M.H. Cho Sujay Garlapati
Toluwani S. Akinselure Maggie Choi Dante Gilberti
Zahra Jassim Aligabi Audrey Chow Jordan Hunter Ginder
Tara Al-Saleem Mohammad Chowdhury David Gleichman
Aneri Uday Amin Emily Christner Jagger Godarzi
Rudra Amin Kaylyn A. Clouser Olivia Green-Lingren
Sana Amin Diego J. Compte Andrea Gritt
Jermic Aryee Juliette Copeland Arjun Guthal
Afua N. Awuah Christiana Louise Cottrell ~ Christopher Patrick Hart
Vivek J. Babu Caitlin M. Cross Haddad
Hebah Mohamednur Bahta Liam P. Cullen Priyanka Noor Hafiz
Dimitrios E. Bakatsias Eimile Cusenza Charis Hales
Asal Bastani Supraja Daita Caleb Hansel

Zaria M. Beckley
Conner Jon Beckstead
Supriya Behl
Abdallah M. Belhadj
Brooke Bennett
Siean Sara Benson
John Beshara
Rachel A. Bittner
Isaiah J. Blatt
Andrea J. Bonilla Ospina
Harry Boo
Zoé J. Boston
Kaitlin Grace Brannon

Laura Brigandi

Jessica Barnes Dalkiran

Biagio S. D’Apollonio

Vershawn C. Hansen

Brittnay K. Harrington

Paulina Daugis Evan Harrold
Edson De Guzman, Jr. Brett Henshey
Melissa Rose Demock Josue Alfredo Hernandez

Anjali Desai Peyton Hodges
Sumel Singh Dhanoa Teresa Yoojung Hong

Aissata Diallo Jesse B. Howard

Khadija Diouf Muhammad N. Hozien

Amna Dogar Amanda Hsieh

Lindsey Dowd Megan Anqi Hua
Emma Ducceschi Sophie Rose Hurewitz

Krishi Dudhia David J. Hutchins
Samantha Munachi Efobi Chelsea Chidera Iloanya



Arhum Imam
Dmytro Iovenko
Betty T. Jackson

Samuel Juho Jang
Raghuram Jasti
Jessica Jerusik

Ivy Ji
Sneha Joisha
Gurtej Singh Kahlon
Akshara Kannan
Natalia Mae Kelley

Dominic R. Kelly

Laurel Kemp
Mohammed A. Khan
Moorin Khan

Sara Sadat Kian

Ashley Kim

Benjamin H. Kim

Chaeli Kim

Connor G. Kim
Jiwon Kim

Myung Yoon Kim
Sora L. Kim
Mansi Kinare
Rhea Kodkani
Anushka Konka
Max K. Kroll
Anushka Kumar
Alexandra L. Kunen
Max Kunz
Nathan Kuoch
Jason Kwon
Leona Wai-Hin Kwong
Jesse V. Lama
Katherine Marie Landry
Audrey Lee

Samantha Nicole Lee
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Nicholas Lehman
Jonathan Levy
Perry Lim
Brooke A. Lincoln
Megan Elizabeth List
Ada Liu
Anne Liu
Kirthana Logachandar
Justin Lu
Anya Lumbab
Catherine Agnes MacNary
Nacoya Madden
Dhanya Malladi
Aryan Manglik
Cristina Sofia Martel
Haley R. Masters
Jessica Mauricette
Abby McKenna
Priscilla Mejia
Daniel Mellinger
Kelemwork Mengesha
Jessica Miao
Julianne N. Miranda
Spencer Moavenzadeh
Maha Nishaat Moghal
Jada Jebri Montley
Ana Maria Montoya
Kiana Mortezaei
Tasnim Mujir
Anthony Munoz
Shayla Murray
Varun Nayar
Amanda Anh-Thi Nghiem
Holly D. Nguyen
Sophie Ngoc Bich Nguyen
Tresor-Ange Godfroy Oertel
Charlie S. Ortiz

Etinosa Osagie
Anthony K.B. Owusu
Mabhi Pachgade
Corinne Packel
Viva A. Paintsil
Sean Pajak
Shreya V. Palacherla
Joshua J. Pang
Christopher Papazian
Anishka Parikh
Rishika Pasula
Ashna D. Patel
Chinmay D. Patel
Keyur Patel
Priyank Patel
Rani Patel
Neeharika Patibanda
M. Heath Patterson
Jenna Peretin
Siddhartha Peri
Vasavi Peruru
Whitney Anne Pettijohn
Gloria Pezzella
Annabelle Pham
Alesha B Philip
Stawomir Piela
Gopika M. Pillai
Sachin Pranesh
Vincent J. Priolo
Patora A. Quarless
Noor Qureshi

Gautham Ramachandran

Shravan V. Ramayanapu

Shreya Ranadive
Nicholas Ranellone

Dhrumi Raval

Harshitha Ravichandran
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Charles M. Ritchie
Harrison Roberts
Danielle Romanowski
Nicole Ru
Anthony G. Russo
Alexandra Kenna Sabo
Abbas A. Saeed
Astha Sahoo
Sruthi Saji
Raiyan Sami
Shyam Saravanan
Krisha S. Shah
Manan Shah
Sachin Mitesh Shah
Yashvi Shah
Roshan M. Shaik
Richa Sharma
Brent Shaw
David Shin
Ulyana Shumnyk
Joshua S. Siauw
Lauren Bryn Siegel
Hayden Simonson
Nain Singh
Sehajvir Singh
Sukethram Sivakumar
Dylan A. Smoot
Laura Sneller
Kristyn Ann Spetz
Disha Srivastava
Melanie Stender
Jason M. Stojanovic
Jenny W. Sun
Ananyaa Sundar
Pranav S. Surti
Parth J. Sutariya

Thinna Svetanant

Jane Taylor Akhil Yetukuri
Karsyn R. Terry Andrew J. Yun
Julia Teymouri Tara Zarrineh

Donovin A. Thompson Jennifer Zhang
Lauren Thompson Wentong Zhao
Luke Tomezak Anna Zheng
Trevor N. Tran Jane Zheng
Vivian Tran Joyce Zhu
Michael Trinidad Jr. Nolan Ziemniak

Olivia B. Trotto Fatima A. Zubedi
Gianna Ungaro
Rujula Upasani

Yevgeniy Valeryevich Uvarov

Jacob MeclIntire Van Parys
Soumya Vavilala
Alyssa Veliz
Priya Verma
Patrick Vespa
Maha Vijayakrishnan
Patricia Villanueva
Justin Vinca
Tamerlane C. Visher
Sarah Vizz
Dylan C. Wambold
Kyle Wang
Michelle Wang
Ray Wang
Zhenghao Wang
Naomi Warszawski
Brett M. Weeks
Li Ying Wei
Edmund Solomon Wekunga

Kacie R. Wheeler
Griffin W. White
Stephanie Widjaja
Daniel Winters
Anna Xiang
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* The Benjamin J. Cottone, MD, HU 81 White Coat Ceremony
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*  The Drexel University College of Medicine Alumni Association
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The white coats and stethoscopes are provided through the generosity
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MUSIC

Doctor’s Note
Drexel University College of Medicine’s A Cappella Group
Singing “Best Day of My Life” by American Authors

Performers: Immanuelle Azebe-Osime, Shrilakkshmi Babu, Taylor
Carbine, Kathryn Chang, Sarah Dabre, Sophie Geagan, Joshua
Heidenreich, Jason Kim, Bobby Kroma, Jacyln Lo and Joelle Park

Ceremonial music performed by Symphony in C



History of Drexel University College of Medicine

In our third decade as Drexel University
College of Medicine, we continue to celebrate
its heritage as a college of opportunity, tracing
our roots from two forebear institutions:
Hahnemann Medical College and the
Woman'’s Medical College of Pennsylvania.
The College of Medicine proudly upholds
enduring values: commitment to educational
opportunity, excellence in basic science and
clinical preparation, dedicated mentorship
and upholding the innovative spirit of
visionary institutions.

Hahnemann was established as the
Homeopathic Medical College of Pennsylvania
in 1848, to provide standardized training

in the emerging system of medicine called
homeopathy. It was renamed Hahnemann
Medical College in honor of Samuel
Hahnemann, the founder of homeopathic
medicine. The school welcomed students

of all backgrounds. By the late 1920s, the
homeopathic focus was gone, but the attention
to excellent student preparation lived on.
Hahnemann became a nationally known
academic medical center and a leading
provider of subspecialty care, particularly for
cardiovascular disease.

The Woman'’s Medical College, the first
degree-granting medical school in the world
for women, was founded in 1850. Providing
educational opportunity to a diverse cohort

of women was its hallmark. Woman’s Med
trained physicians who practiced all over the
globe, creating a corps of impressive female
clinicians and scientists to serve as faculty and
leaders in medicine. After 120 years, the school
became co-educational in 1970 under the name
Medical College of Pennsylvania, or MCP.

Our legacy schools were brought together by
Allegheny Health, Education and Research
Foundation, based in Pittsburgh. The two
medical colleges were combined and in 1996
took the new name Allegheny University of
the Health Sciences. When Tenet Healthcare
Corporation acquired the hospitals in 1998, a

nonprofit - MCP Hahnemann University — was
created to take over the merged medical schools.

Drexel University, itself an historic institution,
assumed management of this new academic
entity. The medical school became Drexel
University College of Medicine in 2002.

Like MCP and Hahnemann, Drexel University
had its roots in the provision of opportunity.
Financier Anthony J. Drexel founded the
Drexel Institute of Art, Science and Industry
in 1891 to offer practical education to men
and women without regard to socioeconomic
status, race or religion.

In 2019, Hahnemann University Hospital was
closed due to the bankruptcey of its owner,
American Academic Health System (AAHS).
In the wake of the closure, Drexel University
and the College of Medicine developed plans
for the continued clinical training of our
medical students at other affiliated hospitals.
St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children was
sold as part of the same AAHS bankruptcy.
Drexel and Tower Health stepped in as
co-owners of this storied pediatric hospital
to continue its service to the families of
northeast Philadelphia and beyond.

The collaboration between Drexel and Tower
Health also took the form of an academic
affiliation agreement, which resulted in the
creation of the College of Medicine at Tower
Health in West Reading, Pennsylvania. The
four-year regional medical campus opened
in 2021.

In summer 2023, the College of Medicine
welcomed first- and second-year MD program
students at the state-of-the art Health
Sciences Building in University City, near
Drexel University’s other colleges and schools.

The College of Medicine benefits from and
enhances Drexel’s place on the national stage
with a heritage of innovation, inclusiveness and
excellence that goes back more than 175 years.

DREXEL UNIVERSITY
@t College of
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