
In 1848, three physicians, Constantine Hering, signed between the educational institutions and 
Jacob Jeanes and Walter Williamson established the hospitals. 
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History of Drexel University College of Medicine 
Drexel University College of Medicine represents 
the legacies of two historic medical schools: 
Hahnemann Medical College and the Woman’s 
Medical College of Pennsylvania. As their proud 
successor, the College of Medicine upholds 
enduring values: commitment to educational 
opportunity, excellence in basic science and 
clinical preparation, dedicated mentorship and the 
innovative spirit of revolutionary institutions. 

Hahnemann was established as the Homeopathic 
Medical College of Pennsylvania in 1848, to 
provide standardized training in the emerging 
system of medicine called homeopathy, linked to 
a foundation in orthodox medical science and 
practice. It was renamed Hahnemann Medical 
College in honor of Samuel Hahnemann, the 
founder of homeopathic medicine. The school 
welcomed students of all backgrounds. By the 
late 1920s, the homeopathic focus was gone, but 
the attention to excellent student preparation 
lived on. Hahnemann became a nationally known 
academic medical center and a leading provider 
of subspecialty care, particularly for 
cardiovascular disease.

The Woman’s Medical College, the first degree-
granting medical school in the world for women, 
was founded in 1850 as the Female Medical 
College of Pennsylvania. Providing educational 
opportunity to a diverse cohort of women was its 
hallmark. Woman’s Med trained physicians who 
practiced all over the world, creating a corps of 
impressive female clinicians and scientists to 
serve as faculty and leaders in medicine. After 120 
years, the school became co-educational in 1970 
under the name Medical College of Pennsylvania, 
or MCP. MCP won renown for educational 
innovation and research, including in women’s 
health, and continued to advance the standing of 
women scientists and physicians. 
 
Our legacy schools were brought together by
Allegheny Health, Education and Research  

Foundation, based in Pittsburgh, which acquired 
first MCP and then Hahnemann University, as 
well as their hospitals. The two medical colleges 
were combined and in 1996 took the new name 
Allegheny University of the Health Sciences. 
When Tenet Healthcare Corporation acquired the 
hospitals in 1998, a nonprofit – MCP 
Hahnemann University – was created to take 
over the merged medical schools. 

Drexel University, a historic institution in its own 
right, assumed management of this new academic 
entity. The medical school became Drexel 
University College of Medicine in 2002. 

Like MCP and Hahnemann, Drexel University had 
its roots in the provision of opportunity. Financier 
Anthony J. Drexel founded the Drexel Institute of 
Art, Science and Industry in 1891 to offer practical 
education to men and women without regard to 
socioeconomic status, race or religion. The institute 
evolved into a university known for excellence in 
engineering and technology and for its cooperative 
education program. With the addition of schools of 
medicine, nursing and public health, Drexel entered 
the ranks of the top 100 research universities in the 
country. 

In the medical school, exponential growth in the 
doctoral, master’s and professional programs led 
to the creation in 2013 of the Graduate School of 
Biomedical Sciences and Professional Studies 
within the College of Medicine. In 2021, a new 
four-year regional medical campus, the College 
of Medicine at Tower Health, in West Reading, 
Pennsylvania, welcomed its first class of medical 
students.  

As a leading college in a vibrant urban university, 
our medical school benefits from and enhances 
Drexel’s place on the national, and increasingly 
international, stage with a heritage of innovation, 
inclusiveness and excellence that goes back more 
than 170 years. 
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History of 

THE WHITE 
COAT CEREMONY 
The White Coat Ceremony was established in 
1993 by the Arnold P. Gold Foundation at the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia 
University. It was designed to encourage a 
renewed focus on compassion among future 
generations of physicians. 

Wearing their white “cloaks of compassion,” 
entering students take the Declaration of Geneva’s 
Physician’s Pledge, the contemporary successor 
to the 2,500-year-old Hippocratic Oath, for the 
first time, in the presence of family, friends, 
faculty, board members, administrators and 
alumni, affirming their commitment to the 
professional duties of physicians and the ethical 
principles of the medical profession they have 
now joined. Taking the Pledge at the beginning of 
their education makes the students more aware of 
their responsibility from the very first day of their 
training, not just to take care of their patients but 
to care for them.

PROGRAM 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 

WELCOME 
Charles B. Cairns, MD 

Walter H. and Leonore Annenberg Dean 
Senior Vice President, Medical Affairs 

OPENING REMARKS 
Donna M. Russo, PhD 

William Maul Measey Chair in Medical Education 
Interim Vice Dean for Education Affairs 
Senior Associate Dean for Curriculum 

Professor of Microbiology & Immunology 

WELCOME FROM THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
Edward Siegel, MD ’12, MBA 

President, Alumni Association 

MUSICAL WELCOME FROM DOCTOR’S NOTE 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
James B. Reilly, MD 

Associate Dean, Academic Affairs, Allegheny Programs  
Associate Professor of Medicine 

ROLL CALL OF THE CLASS 2026 
Kelly M. Brenan, MD 

    Edward Gracely, PhD 
      Vanessa Pirrone, PhD 

  Kristen Ryczak, MD 
 Todd I. Strochlic, PhD, VMD 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE PHYSICIAN’S PLEDGE 
Karen Restifo, MD, JD 

Regional Vice Dean, College of Medicine at Tower Health 

Professor of Clinical Emergency Medicine 

CLOSING REMARKS 



Rebecca Rose Abbott 
Ehssan Abdolalizadeh 
Kian Abolhoda 
Maria Claudia Adair 
Oluwafemi Adegbayi 
Yesenia Aguilar Faustino 
Theophilus Ahene-Akwa 
Rodaina Ibrahim Ahmed 
Sanya S Ailani 
Deeksha Ajeya 
Lana Al Doori 
Katherine Amelia Albus 
Anderson Josue Amador 
  Corea 
Nadim M Amin 
Ferdinand Chisom Anumba 
Robert Jack Bradley  
  Armstrong 
Angelica Marie Arshoun 
Zagros Asadi 
Arveen Saeideh Asghar 
Peter Auteri 
Rachael Bessa Avidor 
Madhulika Badri 
Chelsea Brianna Bailey 
Pooja Nilesh Balar 
Hanna Blanche Kristin 
  Matoy Banta 
Katherine Elizabeth Barker 
Ana Maria Barrero Barrera 
Caitlin C Barrett 
Navi Saroj Baskar 
Inthuja Baskaran 
Katharine Marshall Beck 
Liza Bess Altszuler Becker 
Jazmin Nicole Belton 
Lauryn Bender 
Hadiya Benn 
Benjamin Joseph Berman
Story Bernstein  
Esha Bhandari 
Anjalee Bhuyan 
Aileen Christina Bianchi 
Atharva Abhijit Bidaye 

Nicholas Andrew Blaney 
Lorenzo Edgardo Bosque 
Taylor Justine Bouffard 
Tala Bouzeid 
Emma Grace Boyajieff 
Ben Boyarko 
Megan Jamie Bradley 
David A Bressler 
Kayla Jeanne Buchanan 
Hannah Burton 
Nisha Busch 
Coral Marina Caceres 
Reilly Eleanor Callahan 
Mark William Cameron 
Lauren Catherine Carmody 
Dustin Ali Carr 
Brianna Cattelino 
Matthew J Cauda 
Ryan Charles Cha 
Serena Chang 
Michael Hanes Charlton 
Stephen J Chien 
Dong Won Cho 
Colby Hana Ono Choi 
Stacy Chou 
Joseph Alvin Christianson 
Luke Allen Classen 
Patrice Clemenza 
Brielle Coe 
Caitlyn Rosemarie Curley 
Hannah Elizabeth Daley 
Jonathan Lee Ming Dang 
Michelle Ashley Davis 
Amy Nicole DeAngelo 
Thomas Michael DeCesare 
Jay Hemant Desai 
Sujay Anil Deshpande 
Neha Divi 
Arnelle Downing 
Lilit Drak 
Emery Asha Dutta 
Mina Ebrahimi 
Camellia Edalat 
Amged Hassan Eidelsafy  

Aura Enache 
Ethan K Ertell 
Alexander N Fahmy 
Gabrielle Bernette Feher 
Tomas Fencl 
Maggie Feng 
Erika Maureen Fernau 
Palmer Louis Foran 
Sriprachodaya Gaddam 
Talmadge Everett Gaither 
Margaux Pierpont Games 
Jenna Leigh Gannon 
Tasha Garayo 
Adam Zachary Gardi 
Oliver Andrew Gibb 
Ryan Nicholas Gibson 
Brianne Madeline Giuffrida 
Abbey Rae Glover 
John Steven Golden 
Mollie Gitel Goldman 
Sarah Jean Gonzaga 
Shifra Devadatta Gorde 
Angela Grant 
Bridgid Elizabeth Greed 
Brian Matthew Grodecki 
Lorenzo Ermanno Guani 
Caitlin Margaret Guthlein 
Ahmad Hamid 
Timothy A Hamilton 
Ava Renee Hansen 
Ezaz Akhtar Hasnain 
McKenzie Renae Heinbaugh 
Skylar Joseph Henderson 
Dominic Charles  
  Hendrickson 
Subirah Hendrickson 
Aline Thanh Tram Hoang 
Logan Tyler Holler 
Leah C Horslen 
Cynthia Danielle Huang 
Jessie Huang 
Azuri Hughes 
Shray Jain 
 Alex Jakubiak 

Issac Haram Jin 
Amy Cicily Job 
Maya Girija Jog 
Dayna Johnson 
Devneet Kaur Kainth 
Ethan Kallick 
Anastasia Kapitonava 
Faith Shinjin Kean 
Bernice Dekontee Kear 
Aboli Asman Kesbhat 
Chaeyeon Kim 
Jinseor Kim 
Jonathan Sung-Phil Kim 
Franklin Jesse King 
Nila Kirupaharan 
Jahnavi Kola 
Morena Paula Koorie 
Nicholas Sevag Kopooshian 
Nina Nelly Kowalewski 
Albert Ku 
Sidney Isabel Lampert 
Marisa Ann Langton 
Maryse Isaka Lapu 
Nhu Tuyet Le 
Thao Vy Le 
Da Yun Lee 
Daniel Chein Lee 
Diane Yuri Lee 
Ji Won Lee 
Verity Richenza Lee 
Roland Nicolas Cellona 
  Leyson 
Andy Anbei Liao 
Amanda Linda Light 
Katherine Lynn Long Lijoi 
Lumnie Lika 
Emma Lipschutz 
McKenzie Paige Locker 
Ifra Waqar Malik 
Aida Martinez Salazar 
Ann Marie Masiello 
Laura Diana Maule 
Taylor Alison Mealey 
Taylor L Merkle  

Benjamin Isaac Millar 
Bryce Alain Millington 
Kimberly Mitchell 
Mathew Mitchell 
Robert Charles Monachello 
Colin Patrick Moran 
Christopher John Morici 
Kathryn Anne Mozzochi 
Kieran Mullins 
Andrew Scott Murdock 
HeeYun Na 
Tharun Nandakumar 
Rayce Allen Newswanger 
Baotram Nguyen 
Ngan Phuong Nguyen 
Arash Nikjoo 
Ifeoluwa Obayan 
Jacob Aidan O'Hara 
Shannon Marie O'Hara 
Olufemi Ojumu 
Onyinye Ekene Okudoh 
Courtney Ann Oliver 
Chinelo Olivia Onyiah 
Sabrina Marie Ortiz 
Tessa Lene Palisoc 
Joshua Bryan Palma 
Paige Pammer 
Himani Jayesh Parikh 
Thomas Wright Parker 
Leah Michelle Pasch 
Arpeet S Patel 
Ashini A Patel 
Milan Patel 
Niket Rajesh Patel 
Rishay Samir Patel 
Hannah Eve Pearlstein 
Alanis Daniela Perez 
Huy Quang Phi 
Anjali Amal Pradhan 
Cindy Rossander 
 Presendieu 

Sara Elizabeth Prischak 
Karina Isabelle Purkart 
Samantha Naa Amerley 
  Quaye 
Rachel M Quinn 

Agustina Quiroga Carrizo 
Danyal Quraishi 
Arjun Sridhar Ramachandran 
Margish Deenbandhu 
  Ramani 
Anjani Ravi 
Tyler Robert Reinoso 
Jennie Anne Reisman 
Ashly Cibeles Reyes 
Ethan James Richman 
Nikki Lee Rimlinger 
Johanna Gabriela Rivas 
Kian Mohammad Robinson 
Samantha Cathrine Rogers 
Jennifer Romeo 
Mallory Marie Rongstad 
Amanda Ross 
Emerson Tanner Rowe 
William E Rutkowski 
Abigail Mae Salancy 
Mustafa Sami 
Aman Singh Sandhu 
Jaydeep Sangha 
Mekhala Giridhar 
  Santebennur 
Samantha Max Santomartino 
Sharada Saraf 
John Herbert Sauerland 
Irene Marie Schaible 
Ethan Michael Schollaert 
Shivashree Sekar 
Mason Thomas Sellig 
Anish Sethi 
Sarth N Shah 
Sami K Shaikh 
Simran Fathima Shamith 
Shelby Faith Shaw 
Junchao Shen  
Vivian Shoukrun 
Nina Alice Silver 
Alexa C Smith 
Caleb Robert Smith 
Samantha June Snyder 
Preston Terrance So 
Christine N Song 
Matthew Dennis Spangler 

Mikayla Marie Spott 
Keerthana Srinivasan 
Adam Xavier Staples 
Michael Stigliano 
Tyson Arthur Stoker 
Kyle Stringer 
Jackson Alexander Stromberg 
Megan Amanda Suarez 
Carlson Runkel Sunleaf 
Annika Surya Surapaneni 
William Andrew Sutton 
Sarah Anne Taekman 
Julian Aa Takagi Stewart 
Taylor Takasugi 
Kelsey Ray Talarico 
Fan Tang 
Si Hao Tang 
Luke James Taus 
Joseph John Thiel 
Allysa Sue -Ann Thomas 
Carter La Van 
Juliette Davis van Heerden 
Mathew Dominic Varano 
Olivia Johnson Vasey 
Alexander Velaoras 
Rhea Verma  
Navin Vijayarangan 
Akhil Vindyala 
Andrea Lukia Vines 
Amba M Viswandathan 
Nisha K Vora 
Jeffery Wang 
Sean Edward Webster 
Margaret Lee Westphal 
Benjamin Eugene Winkler 
Emmaline Anne Wittwer 
Eleanor Aurelia Wood  
Merry Xiang 
Andrew Lu-Siyu Yang 
Nicholas Derek Yeo 
Taylor Wanyi Young 
Geoffrey Zhang 
Ming Zhang 
Zachary Ryan Zook 
 Sophia Anysia Zylstra  
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WORLD MEDICAL ASSOCIATION DECLARATION OF GENEVA 

THE PHYSICIAN’S PLEDGE 
AS A MEMBER OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION: 

I SOLEMNLY PLEDGE to dedicate my life to the service of
humanity; 

THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF MY PATIENT will 
be my first consideration; 

I WILL RESPECT the autonomy and dignity of my patient;

I WILL MAINTAIN the utmost respect for human life; 

I WILL NOT PERMIT considerations of age, disease or 
disability, creed, ethnic origin, gender, nationality, political
affiliation, race, sexual orientation, social standing, or any 
other factor to intervene between my duty and my patient; 

I WILL RESPECT the secrets that are confided in me, even 
after the patient has died; 

I WILL PRACTICE my profession with conscience and 
dignity and in accordance with good medical practice; 

I WILL FOSTER the honor and noble traditions of the
medical profession; 

I WILL GIVE to my teachers, colleagues, and students the
respect and gratitude that is their due; 

I WILL SHARE my medical knowledge for the benefit of the 
patient and the advancement of health care; 

I WILL ATTEND TO my own health, well-being, and 
abilities in order to provide care of the highest standard; 

I WILL NOT USE my medical knowledge to violate human 
rights and civil liberties, even under threat; 

I MAKE THESE PROMISES solemnly, freely, and upon my 
honor. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Sponsors and Donors 
The White Coat Ceremony has been generously co-sponsored by: 

The Benjamin J. Cottone, MD, HU ’31 
White Coat Ceremony Endowment Memorial Fund 

The Drexel University College of Medicine Alumni 
Association and Office of Student Affairs and Career 
Advising 

The white coats and stethoscopes are provided through the 
generosity of alumni and friends who welcome each student with a 
note of congratulations. A special “thank you” is extended to our 
leadership donors: 

Robert M. Abbott, MD, MCP ’85, and Marian Amy Caplan, MD, 
HU ’81 
Moiz M. Carim, MD; BS electrical engineering ’73 
Stuart J. Feldman, MD, MCP ’90 
Cheryl A. Hanau, MD, and Kathleen Frances Ryan, MD, HU ’91 
Diane Hochlerin, MD, WMC ’66 
Ian B. K. Martin, MD, MCPHU ’00; MBA 
Raymond S. Schreyer, MD, HU ’78, and Nancy Kraft Schreyer, 
PhD, HU ’79

“Keeping Healthcare Human” pins provided as a gift from 
the Arnold P. Gold Foundation, initiators of the first White 
Coat Ceremony in 1993. 

Music 
Doctor’s Note  
Drexel University College of Medicine’s A Cappella Group  
Singing “Stand by Me” by Ben E. King 
Performers: Andrea Ibarra-Toro, Odeosa Idahor, Gina Li, Ashley 
Mathew, Anastasia Mityanina, Leyla Wade and Lauren Weaver  
National Anthem performed by Symphony in C  
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