THE GREAT WORKS SYMPOSIUM PRESENTS THE NEXT COURSE IN ITS 2008-2009 SERIES ON “DEMOCRACY”:

MEDIA & DEMOCRACY

UNIV 241, 3 credits

SPRING TERM, 2009
COURSE INFORMATION

The Great Works Symposium: Media & Democracy

In democratic societies, the media has long played a crucial role in the public sphere by keeping the people informed and the government accountable for its actions. Yet, the age of mass media has seemingly robbed the public sphere of this critical capacity. By taking an interdisciplinary approach, the Media & Democracy course will examine this trend in media, as well as the emergence of new information and communication technologies that might reinvigorate an informed and engaged democratic citizenry. We will seek to answer the question, “Is new media technology a democratizing force and, if so, to what extent?” 

The Great Works Symposium: Mission

The Great Works Symposium is an interdisciplinary course—focused on exploring subjects of the broadest possible interest and greatest societal impact—designed to bring Drexel University students, teachers, and visiting expert lecturers into collaboration.  The Great Works Symposium strives to avoid the “textbook approach,” with an emphasis on developing in students the active skills of interdisciplinary inquiry: reading, writing, critical thinking, methodological creativity, and argument.  Through an intense examination of one topic, students are encouraged to see the University as an interconnected enterprise, and to imagine the University as one part of a larger spectrum of scholars in the communities of the city, the nation, and the world.

Days/Times

Lectures: Thursdays, 6:00-7:20 p.m.

Sections: Thursdays, 7:30-8:50 p.m.

Instructors, Contacts, Office Hours

Kevin Egan

Email: kde25@drexel.edu
Phone: 215-895-0457

Office: 211 Hagerty Library

Office Hours: Wednesdays, 1:30-4:30; and meetings by appointment

Scott Knowles

Email: sgk23@drexel.edu
Texts

This course has no assigned textbooks; students will read articles and other selected sources related to course topics.  Assigned readings will be made available either on course reserves or directly on the web.  A reading schedule will be assigned and students must keep up with all assignments.  The instructors may add supplemental readings as the course progresses.

Assignments and Grades

Class Participation (including weekly reaction/discussion papers):
  30%

Mid-Term Exam:







               30%

Term Project:








               40%
This will be a very ACTIVE class!  Participation comprises a large proportion of your grade.  Please attend every lecture and every section/workshop meeting.  Come to class having completed the reading assignments, prepared to meet research goals, and ready to take part.  This will result in your getting the most possible from the course, and it will create a dynamic classroom environment.  You will be evaluated with these expectations in mind.
Your class participation grade will be determined in part by your attendance and your role in section/workshop discussion.  Additionally, for the first six weekly guest lectures (Weeks 2-7), you will be required to submit a brief (about a paragraph in length) “reaction” paper consisting of questions and/or specific talking points related to the week’s topic and readings.  These questions/talking points should be typewritten and double spaced, and they should reflect your preparation for the week’s discussion.  Please submit your questions to your instructor no later than 10:00 a.m. on Thursdays.  You are to use these as the basis for the Q&A and discussion section during these weeks.

At mid term you will complete an exam that will evaluate your completion and comprehension of assigned readings, and your understanding of material presented in lectures, panel discussions, and section meetings.  The format will be written (essay/ID), and topics will be distributed during week 4. The exam will be due in class during week 5.  The last date on which a student may withdraw from the course is May 8.  Therefore, students who score below a grade of 70 on this exam, or miss it for any unexcused reason will be expected to drop the course.

For a good portion of the second half of the course students will work together as a class towards completion of a major term project.  Students will choose an area of interest among the major themes under examination in the course; they will then choose a proper format for the project.  The goal is to make use of new media, information, and communication technologies in presenting the information that has been gathered.  It is strongly encouraged that students take advantage of multiple formats, and link them together within one overall project.  For example, as a class, students could create a website educating others about the democratic potential of new media sources.  Within that project, smaller groups can create material to embed in or link to that site.  Formats include (but are not limited to): additional web pages, teaching modules/webinars, video presentations/documentaries, audio commentary/podcasts, research papers, etc.  In collaboration with the group, students will research, write, and submit their work for “publication” by the close of the term.  The class will need to start thinking about the scope and direction of this project early on; individual groups will meet in weeks 7-9 with course instructors and with expert workshop facilitators to develop their ideas and craft their contributions to the final project.  You will present your project in Week Ten of the course.  Though a significant portion of your grade on this project will be earned individually, the group dynamic is expected to push you to produce the most interesting and rigorous possible research effort.  

COURSE POLICIES AND GRADES

Policies and Conduct

Consult the syllabus frequently in order to keep up with scheduled speakers, section meetings, readings, and assignment deadlines.  Keeping up with the assignment schedule is your responsibility.  We will make all take-home exam assignments available to you in plenty of time for successful completion.

As a rule we do not accept late exams or other assignments for any reason other than excused, documented absences.  It will be your responsibility to make certain that the instructor receives a hard copy of any excused absence documentation.  Leaving town for work, or having a busy week are understandable facts of life, but they do not comprise excused absences from class. 

Please arrive to guest lectures and discussion sections on time, stay for the entire period, and display professional conduct at all times.  Cell phones must be turned off, laptops must be used only for taking notes during class time—these rules will be strictly enforced.

All excused schedule conflicts must be submitted to your section instructor, in writing, by the end of the first week of the term.  Make-up assignments are only offered in the case of documented, excused absences.  Excused absences include illness, religious observances, and documented university extra-curricular events. 

No extensions or incompletes will be offered in this course.  If a student has unfinished coursework at the end of the term due to a documented, excused absence, the instructor will assign the grade earned to that point—the student will then have two weeks from the last day of the term to complete any missing work, and the instructor may at that time submit a change of grade form.

It is the responsibility of the student to be on the class e-mail list, and to be aware of e-mail updates from the instructors.  It is the responsibility of the student to make sure that she/he is marked present on roll sheets.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain all reading updates, sample exam questions, take-home exams, and any other materials handed out in class.  

The instructors reserve the right to amend this syllabus in any way necessary for the benefit of the class.

Academic Honesty

The following policies are drawn from the Official Student Handbook:

Drexel University is committed to a learning environment that embraces academic honesty. In order to protect members of our community from the results of dishonest conduct, the University has adopted policies to deal with cases of academic dishonesty. We comply fully with the Drexel University “Academic Honesty Policy,” as explained in the Official Student Handbook. It is the student’s responsibility to know and follow the policies set forth in the Official Student Handbook.  

Academic dishonesty and/or plagiarism will result in an immediate F for the course with no exceptions.  Academic dishonesty may result in suspension or expulsion from Drexel University.

Americans With Disabilities Act

In compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and Drexel University’s policies and procedures, the University is committed to the non-discrimination of students with disabilities.

Student with disabilities requesting accommodations and services at Drexel University need to present a current accommodation verification letter (“AVL”) to faculty before accommodations can be made.  AVL’s are issued by the Office of Disability Services (“ODS”).  For additional information, contact the ODS at www.drexel.edu/edt/disability, 3201 Arch St., Ste. 210, Philadelphia, PA  19104, V 215.895.1401, or TTY 215.895.2299.    

COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1:
April 2: Introduction/Old Problems and New Media Possibilities

Guest Speaker:
Diana Laufenberg

Assigned Reading:

Nichols, John and Robert McChesney. “The Death and Life of Great American Newspapers”
Week 2:
April 9: The Public Sphere and the Internet

Guest Speaker: 

Douglas Porpora

Assigned Reading:

Dahlgren, Peter. “The Internet, Public Spheres, and Political Communication: Dispersion and Deliberation”
Week 3:
 April 16: Investigative Journalism: Old vs. New Media  
Guest Speakers:

Sharon Weinberger and Nathan Hodge

Assigned Reading:

“Newspapers and Thinking the Unthinkable, by Clay Shirkey, available online at: http://www.shirky.com/weblog/2009/03/newspapers-and-thinking-the-unthinkable/
Chapter 7 in A Nuclear Family Vacation: Travels in the World of Atomic Weaponry, “How We Learned To Stop Worrying About the Bomb in Pennsylvania (The Rebirth of Site R, The Government’s Secret Nuclear War Bunker),” by Nathan Hodge and Sharon Weinberger.

Sharon Weinberger, “U.S. Arms Dealer Tests Legal Bounds in Middle East Arms Bazaar,” Wired.com, July 3, 2008. Available online at: http://www.wired.com/politics/security/news/2008/07/defense_solutions
Also, please take a look at Wired’s national security blog, “Danger Room,” available online at: http://blog.wired.com/defense/
***Special Event:
April 17th: Screening of “Divided We Fall: Americans in the Aftermath

This film looks at racism and religious hate violence post 9-11. For more info, go to: http://www.dwf-film.com/.
Week 4:
April 23: Silent Society: Some Implications of Print Media’s End
Guest Speaker:

Diana Lind

Assigned Reading:

Gans, Herbert J. Democracy and the News. Selections.

Kaimya, Gary. "The Death of the News," Salon. 

http://www.salon.com/opinion/kamiya/2009/02/17/newspapers/index.html
Porter, Eduardo. "What Newspapers Do, Have Done and Will Do," The New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/14/opinion/14sat4.html?scp=17&sq=newspapers&st=cse
Siegel, Lee. Against the Machine. Selections.

Week 5:
April 30: Entertaining or Educating the Masses?: Infotainment and Democracy

Guest Speaker:

Dannagal Goldthwaite Young

Assigned Reading:

Young, Dannagal Goldthwaite. “The Daily Show as The New Journalism: In their own words”
Young, Dannagal Goldthwaite and Russell M. Tisinger. “Dispelling Late-Night Myths: News Consumption among Late-Night Comedy Viewers and the Predictors of Exposure to Various Late-Night Shows”

***MID-TERM PAPER DUE***
Week 6:
May 7: Exploring Future Civic Media 

Assigned Reading: Check out the following sites: 

Center for Future Civic Media - http://civic.mit.edu/
Media Education Lab - http://www.mediaeducationlab.com/
NewsTrust - http://www.mediaeducationlab.com/
Deep Debate - http://deepdebate.org/
Bring an example of civic media, with a brief write-up/description, to class to discuss its merits, disadvantages, future uses, etc. 
Project Assignment Due:

Project Proposal/Form individual groups

May 8—Last Day to Withdraw

Week 7:
May 14: Democracy, Gaming, and Free Culture
Guest Speaker: 

Jason Rohrer

Assigned Reading:

“Free Culture: Tumble Down the Walls” available at: http://www.opendemocracy.net/media_net/people_copyright/free_culture
“Free Culture an the Internet: A New Semiotic of Democracy” available at: http://www.opendemocracy.net/arts-commons/semiotic_3662.jsp
Begin in-class work on final project.

Week 8:
May 21

Work on final project; Sharon Weinberger, Nathan Hodge and Diana Lind will return to assist in developing ideas/content for your research.

Project Assignment Due:

Statement of personal contribution to project and update on overall progress

Week 9:

May 28
Continue work on final project.

Project Assignment Due:

“Rough draft” of project

Week 10:
June 4: Final Project Presentation

ABOUT THE INSTRUCTORS

Kevin Egan is the Visiting Fellow in the Great Works Symposium. His research and teaching interests focus on issues of democratic theory, individual rights, and the role of identity in politics. He received the Alumni Association Dissertation Award while working on his dissertation at Penn State, and he is currently looking to expand his arguments to encompass issues of inclusion surrounding immigration.

Scott Gabriel Knowles is Assistant Professor of History and Director of the Great Works Symposium at Drexel University.  He is currently working on a book about the history of disaster management titled Experts in Disaster: A History of Risk and Authority in the Modern United States.

ABOUT THE VISITING LECTURERS

Nathan Hodge is a reporter for Wired's national security blog, Danger Room, and the co-author of A Nuclear Family Vacation: Travels in the World of Atomic Weaponry (Bloomsbury, 2008). He has made frequent appearances on National Public Radio, C-Span and BBC. He has reported widely from the Middle East, Central Asia and the former Soviet Union. His writing has appeared in the Financial Times, Details, Foreign Policy, Slate, and The American Prospect online, among many other outlets.
Diana Laufenberg is an instructor of History at the Science Leadership Academy in Philadelphia. She has worked as a research partner with the Great Works Symposium during its course on “The Election,” working closely with students in utilizing Internet technologies for their research projects. She also oversaw work on a teaching module for a Junior High School Civics course constructed by Drexel students. 

Diana Lind is the editor and publisher of Next American City, a Philadelphia-based national magazine about the future of American cities. She has worked on NAC's behalf to partner with other organizations interested in progressive urban renewal, such as Farmlab, Neighborhoods Now, GLUE and many others. She served as a moderator at NOLA YURP's 2008 Next Urban Summit and was a keynote speaker at the Creative Cities Summit 2.0 in Detroit. A graduate of Cornell University (B.A) and Columbia University (M.F.A.), Diana wrote Brooklyn Modern: Architecture, Interiors & Design (Rizzoli, 2008) and has taught at Drexel University and Columbia University.
Douglas Porpora is head of the Department of Culture and Communication at Drexel University. He is a sociologist currently working on how the American public sphere deliberates about such foreign policy matters as war, genocide, and torture.

Jason Rohrer is an independent game artist, programmer, and critic.  With game designs that explore complex and subtle aspects of the human condition, his work has bolstered the acceptance of games as a serious art form. Rohrer's games have been shown at festivals and art exhibitions in Park City, Toronto, Montreal, Pittsburgh, Los Angeles, Seattle, and Lleida, Spain. His 2007 release, /Passage/, received widespread critical acclaim, with /Wired/'s Clive Thompson writing, "More than any game I've ever played, it illustrates how a game can be a fantastically expressive, artistic vehicle for exploring the human condition." His 2008 release, /Gravitation/, won the Jury Prize at IndieCade. Rohrer was selected for inclusion Esquire's December 2008 "Genius Issue" along with 27 other innovators. He lives with his spouse and two children in the rural town of Potsdam, New York, where they pursue a simple, frugal lifestyle.
Sharon Weinberger is currently a Knight Science Journalism Fellow at MIT and a Carnegie Newhouse Legal Reporting Fellow. She is the author of Imaginary Weapons: A Journey through the Pentagon's scientific Underworld (Nation, 2006), and co-author of A Nuclear Family Vacation: Travels in the World of Atomic Weaponry (Bloomsbury, 2008). Her writing on science, technology and national security has appeared in Wired Magazine, the Washington Post Magazine, Slate, Nature, and Discover, among other publications.
Dannagal Goldthwaite Young is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Communication at the University of Delaware. She received her Ph.D. from the Annenberg School for Communication at Penn in 2007.  Her research interests include political media effects, public opinion, political satire and the psychology of political humor. Her work on the role and effects of late-night comedy in the changing political environment has been published in numerous journals including Media Psychology, Political Communication, International Journal of Press/Politics, Journal of Broadcasting and Electronic Media, and Mass Media and Society.  She also teaches courses in mass media and culture, media effects, entertainment and politics, and persuasion. For the past 10 years, Young has been a performer in the professional improvisational comedy company, ComedySportz Philadelphia. 
