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A NOTE FROM  
THE CHAIR
Dear Drexel 100 members,

The Drexel 100 has traditionally 
honored those alumni whose success 
reflects well on the University. In 
recent years, this has become more 

of a two-way street. Under the leadership of President John 
Fry, major accomplishments at Drexel are adding up at a 
remarkable rate, leading to enhanced recognition to both the 
university and alumni. 

We can be especially proud of these noteworthy 
achievements:

•  In the fall of 2011, Drexel admitted the most academically 
qualified freshman class in the University’s history. 

•  In 2011, the University had four Fulbright Scholars, the 
most in Drexel’s history.

•  Drexel University’s patent portfolio has grown to 225, with 
nearly a quarter of those issued in just the past two years.

•  Drexel’s affiliation with the Academy of Natural Sciences, 
a world leader in biodiversity and environmental research 
and America’s oldest natural history museum, greatly 
expanded our research and education portfolio. 

•  Team Drexel Dragons won the U.S. Championship in their 
category at Microsoft’s Imagine Cup Competition for 
“MathDash,” a game to teach elementary school students 
arithmetic. They went on to win first place in the “Phone” 
category for game design at the world championship in 
Sydney, Australia in July.

Obviously, there will be no shortage of remarkable alumni 
suitable for induction into the Drexel 100 in the future!   
As for the 2013 class of Drexel 100, please plan to join us in 
Philadelphia for the next induction ceremony on Saturday, 
May 4, 2013. You can use the nomination form on page 2 of 
this newsletter to recommend candidates. 

Finally, I hope you will enjoy catching up on the news about 
your fellow Drexel 100 members contained in these pages. If 
you have thoughts on how we can improve the Drexel 100, 
please send me a note in care of Drexel’s Office of Institutional 
Advancement or via email at r-lee@uchicago.edu. Your 
encouragement is valuable. 

Sincerely,

the drexel 100 newsletter
A Publication for Members of The Drexel 100 •  Fall 2012 

continued on page 3Raphael c. lee ’75, md, scd, dsc (Hon.), facs 
chair, The drexel 100 

New Strategic Plan and Campus  
Master Plan Envision Drexel’s Future
Roundtables Planned Across the Country  
to Gather Input for Implementation

more than a year’s worth of work by students, 
faculty, professional staff, alumni, friends, 
parents, and community members has 

produced a new blueprint for the university’s 
path forward. entitled Transforming the Modern 
University: Drexel University Strategic Plan 2012-2017, 
the document seeks to take advantage of drexel’s 
rapid growth of the past two decades to chart exciting 
new directions for our expanded capabilities. The key 
themes of the strategic Plan include:

•  One University—always be more than sum of our 
parts and operate as a fully integrated institution. 

•  Co-operative Education—Become the world’s 
pre-eminent co-operative education provider.

•  Online and Hybrid Education—expand and 
scale high-quality online offerings and become the 
premier provider of hybrid academic programs 
(in-person and online) throughout the united 
states and globally.

•  Innovation neighborhood—develop a mixed-
use neighborhood that brings together education, 

to view the Strategic Plan  
and Campus Master Plan,  
visit drexel.edu/strategicplan



 2 |  Office Of institutiOnal advancement 

Drexel 100 Nomination Form

name of nominee _____________________________________________________________________
 first last

nominee’s address ____________________________________________________________________
 street suite/apt.
____________________________________________________________________________________
 city state Zip

Phone  ____________________________________ email  ____________________________________

Reason for nomination (continue on a separate sheet if necessary) _______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Your name __________________________________________________________________________
 first last

Best way to reach you __________________________________________________________________

Mail nomination to:
Ken Goldman
senior associate vice President and chief Philanthropic Officer
The Office of institutional advancement
drexel university
3141 chestnut street, main 316
Philadelphia, Pa 19104

Fax: 215.895.4902 – attn: Ken Goldman

if you have any questions, please contact 
Ken via email, goldmankh@drexel.edu, 
or phone, 215.895.2607. 

if you haven’t been back to the drexel campus in 
a while, you’ll be delighted to see the ongoing 
transformation. construction is currently under 

way on the new home for the leBow college of 
Business at 32nd and market streets. 
Our “topping Out” ceremony on 
august 21st (photo at right) saw 
the placement of the final beam as 
drexel university President John 
a. fry, drexel university Board 
chairman Richard Greenawalt and 
interim leBow college of Business 
dean frank linnehan shared 
thoughts and then lead attendees in 
a toast. meanwhile, renovation of 
the uRBn center continues. Robert 
venturi’s landmark building at 35th 
and market will house the antoinette 
Westphal college of media arts & 
design this september.

drexel also has partnered with the private 
developer american campus communities to build 
more than 360,000 square feet of student housing, 
offices and retail space, filling in the footprint of the 

creese student center along 
chestnut street between 32nd 
and 33rd streets. The $97.6 million 
project is the first step in the 
development of a new gateway to 
drexel and university city. 

This partnership will serve 
as a model for future plans to 
reimagine areas such as the 
lancaster avenue corridor near 
34th street and, eventually, the 
prime undeveloped property 
the university owns on JfK 
Boulevard across from one of 
america’s premier transportation 
hubs, 30th street station.

Remaking the Drexel Campus
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His career in the nBa 
blossomed immediately 
after graduating with 
all-american honors 
from drexel, when 
the charlotte Hornets 
drafted him in the 
second round. He was 
only the second dragon 
in history to play in 
the nBa, after michael 
anderson in ’88.

after one season he 
was traded to the san 
antonio spurs, where he was given a real chance 
to shine on the court. after helping the spurs win 
the nBa championship in ’99 and ’03, malik went 
on to play for the new York Knicks and finally the 
Oklahoma city Thunder.

When malik started working in broadcasting in 
san antonio, the spurs director of broadcasting 
told insideHoops.com, “i have always thought 
malik would make a great basketball analyst. He 
always provided terrific insight in interviews and 
his reception with spurs fans has been off the 
charts since he stepped into town.” 

“it’s awesome. i love working with marc, and it’s 
a dream come true to be back in Philly,” malik said. 

visit us Online
The drexel 100 now 
has an online pres-
ence. visit our website 
to find a full list of 
members and biogra-
phies, more informa-
tion about this year’s 
inductees, and photos 
from recent induction 
ceremonies. take a 
look at: www.drexel.
edu/ia/drexel100/
Drexel-100.html

after a long career in the nBa as a beloved 
player, malik is now working for the 76ers 
as one of the league’s most popular color 

commentators alongside veteran marc Zumoff. 
He is incredibly adept at getting the viewer inside 
the mind of a basketball player and seamlessly 
weaves his knowledge of the game with sharp wit 
and rare insights.

malik will forever be remembered at drexel 
university for his incredible performance on the 
court, and most especially, for leading the dragons 
to defeat university of memphis in the 1996 ncaa 
tournament, resulting in the dragons’ only second 
round appearance. 

malik averaged more than 16.9 points and 12.6 
rebounds per game throughout his four-year 
college career. He also earned the nickname “shaq 
of the nac” after being named the north athletic 
conference Player of the Year twice for his tenacious 
rebounding ability. malik was on the dean’s list 
during his last two years at drexel and was also a 
student teacher at Robert e. lamberton school. His 
’95-’96 team was inducted into the drexel athletic 
Hall of fame in 2011.

research, and commercial interests to create a new gateway to 
Philadelphia and drexel’s campus at 30th street station. 

complementing the strategic Plan is a new campus master Plan 
that describes how the physical campus will support the strategic 
vision. its key principles are: 1) to distinguish drexel’s campus as 
a vibrant modern urban university district; 2) to bring the cam-
pus to the street to create a lively and stimulating environment; 
3) to draw the community together around shared places; and 4) 
to expand the innovation community and promote the interac-
tion of diverse educational, research and commercial players. 

Writing the plans was the easy part. now comes the hard work 
of implementing the exciting concepts that have been laid out. to 
do this, drexel is inviting its alumni and friends to become part-
ners in the effort by sharing opinions and suggestions on making 
the strategic Plan a reality. intimate roundtable discussions of 
8-12 people are being organized around the country this coming 
fall and winter to discuss the plans and develop lists of vibrant 
and actionable ideas.

drexel President John fry expressed the importance of broad 
participation in implementing the plan in this way: “more than a 

plan, the vision we have set forth is a call to action. a call to every 
drexel campus, every college, every school, every department, 
every professor, every student, every graduate, every professional 
staff member, and every one of our partners and neighbors—it 
is a call to the people of drexel. One of the greatest assets of this 
university has always been its humanity. By answering this call 
with your intellect, your passion, your creativity, your ambition, 
your philanthropy, and your ingenuity, you will help define what 
the next great, modern, urban research university looks like and 
how such a university—drexel university—engages its people, 
neighbors, and partners to make a better world.”

as many of the university’s most distinguished graduates, 
members of the drexel 100 in particular are entreated to join the 
roundtable discussions. Your expertise and experience can be a 
great asset to the university at this pivotal moment. 

Malik Rose Returns to his  
Hometown, Philadelphia

To host a roundtable discussion in 
your community, or to participate  
in one taking place nearby,  
please contact Kristen DeVries at 
215.895.0348 or krd37@drexel.edu.

New Strategic Plan  continued from  page 1
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Drexel 100 Members in the News 

for questions, 
comments or 
suggestions 
about The Drexel 
100 Newsletter, 
please contact 
Ken Goldman 
in the Office 
of institutional 
advancement at 
215.895.2607 or 
goldmankh@
drexel.edu.

Floss Barber ’75 was highlighted in the 
“ceO file” in the Philadelphia Business 
Journal. 

George Campbell, Jr., PhD ’68, HD ’00 
was elected to the Board of trustees of 
mitRe, a not-for-profit organization 
chartered to work in the public interest. 

Augusta Clark, Esq., ’58, HD ’85 
was profiled in a Philadelphia Tribune 
article, “Prominent african-american 
Women Who Have set the standard.” 

Kenneth Dahlberg ’67 joined the 
motorola solutions’ board of directors. 
He also was named a new director for 
the board of Parsons corporation. 

Nicholas DeBenedictis ’68, ’69, HD 
’87 rang the closing bell at the new 
York stock exchange, signifying the 
end of the day’s trading and marking 
both aqua america’s 40th year on the 
nYse and the company’s 125th anni-
versary. The occasion also marked mr. 
deBenedictis’ 20th year leading aqua 
america.

Michael J. Dolan ’85 was honored in Irish 
America Magazine in their annual fea-
ture on the irish in corporate america. 

Dana Dornsife ’83 and her 
husband david received 
the university of south-
ern california’s univer-
sity medallion, which has 
only been awarded once 
before in usc’s 131-year-
history. The dornsifes also 
received honorary degrees 
at usc’s commencement 
in may. 

Robert D. Falese, Jr. ’75 was elected 
chair of the board of trustees for st. 
Joseph’s university. 

Captain Christopher Ferguson ’84, 
HD ’09 served as commander of nasa’s 
final space shuttle mission. at captain 
ferguson’s request, drexel graphic 
design students created a set of mission 
patches that accompanied the astro-
nauts into space and remained at the 
international space station indefinitely. 

in October, captain 
ferguson threw out 
the first pitch for the 
Philadelphia Phil-
lies game at citi-
zens Bank Park. in 
december, Boeing’s 
space exploration 
division named him 
director of commer-
cial crew inter face. 

Robert J. Hall ’67 was named to the 
lankenau medical center foundation 
board in Wynnewood, Pa. 

Mary “Nina” Henderson ’72 was 
ap pointed to cnO financial Group’s 
board of directors.

Mian H. Jiang ’91 is co-chairing an 
executive committee for a partner-
ship between the u.s. department of 
energy and china on thorium-based 
nuclear reactors with molten salt cores. 
dr. Jiang is president of the chinese 
academy of the sciences’ shanghai 
Branch as well as vice president emeri-
tus of the academy.

Robert M. Koerner, PhD, PE, ’56, ’63 
came out with the sixth edition (volume 
two) of his book Designing with Geosyn-
thetics. 

J. Michael Lawrie ’77 was highlighted 
in an article, “The ambidextrous ceO,” 
in the Harvard Business Review, June 
edition. in february, csc, a leading 
global it services company, appointed 
him president and ceO.

Raphael Lee, MD, ScD, DSc (Hon.), 
FACS ’75 was chosen as the president-
elect of the american institute for med-
ical and Biological engineering. 

The Honorable Earle Mack ’59, HD ’06 
received an honorary degree from ford-
ham university. 

Joan McConnon ’89 received the uni-
versity of notre dame’s 2011 laetare 
medal, the oldest honor given to ameri-
can catholics. she also received an hon-
orary doctor of humane letters degrees 
from cabrini college.

Denis O’Brien ’87 was appointed senior 
executive vice president of exelon cor-
poration and ceO of exelon utilities. in 
addition, the anti-defamation league 
eastern Region honored him with the 
2011 americanism award. 

Wilbur Oaks, Jr., MD HU ’55 received 
an honorary doctor of Public service 
degree from lafayette college at the 
college’s 176th commencement. 

C. R. “Chuck” Pennoni ’63, ’66, HD 
’92 was named to the lankenau medi-
cal center foundation board in Wyn-
newood, Pa. 

The Honorable A. Raymond Ran-
dolph ’66 spoke at the constitutional 
studies symposium at the university of 
Oklahoma norman. 

Susan O. Seidelman ’73, HD ’91 
directed a new film, Musical Chairs, 

which premiered at 
lincoln center, new 
York. she is also direct-
ing and producing the 
soon-to-be-released 
film The Hot Flashes.

Gurvinder P. Singh, PhD, PE ’76, ’79 
was a guest on the radio program “san 
antonio’s movers and shakers” which 
airs on newstalk 930 KluP in san 
antonio. 

Susan Sordoni, MD ’97 was one of 
nine women honored as Pennsylvania’s 
distinguished daughters. The eastern 
Pennsylvania/delaware Region anti-
defamation league also presented her 
with the distinguished service award.

Margaret Stineman, MD ’81, ’83, was 
profiled in an article, “Penn doctor’s 
disabilities, a springboard to Helping 
Others,” which appeared in the Phila-
delphia Inquirer. 
 
Norman Joseph Woodland ’47, HD 
’98 was inducted into the national 

inventors Hall of fame 
for his contribution to the 
invention of the universal 
Product code (uPc). 

The Drexel 100 celebrates our new honorary degree recipients:
Robert Buckley ’58, HD ’12  from drexel’s college of engineering 
Wayne Gattinella ’76, HD ’12 from the iSchool at drexel
Walter Straub ’65, ’70, HD ’12 from drexel’s center for Graduate studies in sacramento, california


