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The information provided here is to be used at the investigator’s discretion. It is strongly advised that investigators tailor this text for each individual proposal by selecting the language that’s most applicable to the current application and editing and expanding (e.g. adding department, center, or lab-specific resources as needed).  
The SPH Research Office will update the information as needed – the latest updates were made on 3/27/2019. 
If you have any suggestions for updates or additional facilities and resources that you think should be included please contact Sarah Saxton, Director of Research Administration, at sms559@drexel.edu.


Dornsife School of Public Health at Drexel University
The Dana and David Dornsife School of Public Health was founded in 1996. The School is one of two fully accredited school of public health (CEPH) in Philadelphia, and one of only three in the state of Pennsylvania. In the 2020 U.S. News & World Report “Best Graduate Schools” rankings, the Dornsife School of Public Health ranked at number 19 among 118 nationally ranked schools and programs of public health. Moreover, the School of Public Health is in the top 20 of all public health schools and programs nationally and is the top-ranked public health school or program within the Philadelphia region.

The School of Public Health was named the Dana and David Dornsife School of Public Health in honor of a transformative $45 million gift in 2015 from longtime philanthropists Dana and David Dornsife, widely known for their humanitarian efforts. The gift allows the school to strengthen its expertise, infrastructure and visibility in urban health by establishing a pioneering Urban Health Collaborative, attract and retain top faculty with three endowed professorships, and enhance educational programs and research activity including establishing four endowed scholarships, expanding the school’s global health programs, and creating a Dean’s Strategic Initiative Fund to for timely response to new opportunities.
The Dornsife School of Public Health is committed to improving population health and promoting health equity by generating rigorous evidence and transforming that evidence into actions. The School has a special emphasis on improving health in cities, eliminating health disparities and promoting health in all policies. The last decade has been marked by tremendous growth with the school reaching new milestones in student enrollment, faculty recruitment, research grants, and community impact. The School's facilities provide an excellent environment for collaboration and multidisciplinary research. Its externally funded research portfolio has averaged $9.4 million per year for the past three years, with the largest proportion of that funding derived from peer-reviewed NIH grants. Other peer-reviewed funding has been awarded from the CDC, NSF, HRSA, the Department of Defense, Department of Energy, and a range of scientific foundations, local and state agencies, and healthcare partners. 
Nesbitt Hall
The Dornsife School of Public Health is located at the heart of Drexel’s main campus in the University City section of West Philadelphia in a newly renovated 78,000 square foot, seven-floor dedicated building with easy access to a broad range of Drexel university resources, Philadelphia’s Center City, and the 30th Street Station transportation hub. This location eases cross-disciplinary collaboration among University programs, allows Drexel students from other academic programs to more easily engage with the school’s programming, and further enables the School to closely collaborate with communities in the surrounding neighborhoods. 
Nesbitt Hall was completely renovated and redesigned to meet the specific needs of a school of public health. The remodeled building includes: innovative research space, cutting edge classrooms, conference rooms with state-of-the-art communication capabilities, numerous open and flexible collaboration spaces, a student lounges, and other amenities. There are two large lecture halls on the first floor, available for School of Public Health use and the entire Drexel community. Several areas are designed to foster collaborative student work. Conference rooms in the School’s space are used for administrative purposes, research meetings, committee meetings, doctoral defenses, and instructional classroom purposes. 
Nesbitt Hall Laboratory Facility
As part of the renovation of Nesbitt Hall, the School of Public Health now has a dedicated laboratory facility to strengthen research capacity and build on student training within the school. The facility is made up of three distinct spaces:  an Industrial Hygiene Wet Lab (800 sq ft), a tissue culture lab (264 sq ft) and a data analysis and manuscript preparation space (176 sq ft). The laboratory was designed with safety and flexibility in mind. The space is responsive to current needs and is able to accommodate the needs of future researchers.  The laboratory infrastructure can support wet chemistry and biological safety level II (BSL2) activities. With over 100 linear feet of bench space, multiple utility connections (vacuum, natural gas, O2) are available at individual lab benches to enable research at multiple bench loci. The Industrial Hygiene Laboratory includes a variety of equipment designed to provide data on industrial contaminants or environmental conditions with the flexibility to accommodate other areas of biological research. The culture lab consists of 21 linear feet of bench space, a sink with eye wash, biosafety cabinet, microbalance, convection oven, DI water, flammable storage cabinets and a biosafety cabinet for conducting molecular biological experiments.
Additional Space Occupied by Dornsife School of Public Health
In addition to Nesbitt Hall, the School also occupies approximately 4,800 square feet of research space on the 6th floor of the Bellet Building in Center City Philadelphia, adjacent to Hahnemann Hospital, Drexel University College of Medicine’s principal teaching hospital. This space currently houses the School’s Center for Nonviolence and Social Justice.
The School also has almost 6,000 square feet of research space in the University City Science Center located 3 blocks west of Nesbitt Hall that also comes with access to approximately 1,700 square feet of additional conference rooms, kitchen facilities and other shared amenities. This space currently houses the School’s Urban Health Collaborative and the Center for Hunger-Free Communities. 
Urban Health Collaborative at the Dornsife School of Public Health
The Urban Health Collaborative (UHC) is a central asset of the school. The UHC aims to improve health in cities by increasing scientific knowledge and public awareness of urban health challenges and opportunities, and by identifying and promoting actions and policies that improve population health and reduce health inequities. Drexel's Urban Health Collaborative was founded to bring research evidence to stakeholders including those in a position to enact or advocate for community change and population health improvement within cities. The UHC plays a critical role in examining how to make cities healthier, more environmentally sustainable and more equitable through scientific research and informed partnerships both locally in Philadelphia and globally. With a focus on data for action, the UHC gathers information on health inequalities and the drivers of health for neighborhoods within cities to generate information and evidence used to motivate, support and evaluate urban health policy.  
The UHC compiles relevant data and creates software tools to derive measures of neighborhood environments, and offers expertise both in analyzing neighborhood-level data and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) analysis and mapping for research proposals and collaborative projects. In collaboration with the Dornsife School of Public Health, the UHC hosts large events (e.g. biennial urban health symposium), research seminars, invited speakers, and workgroups to disseminate new research and share innovative approaches. In addition, the UHC provides training and capacity-building for students and public health professionals through an annual Summer Institute, graduate fellowship programs, and individual workshops.  The UHC also has a visiting scholar program to host trainees and researchers from around the world, providing opportunities for collaboration and shared experiences.
There are four distinct cores that make up the UHC structure: The administrative core provides administrative, programmatic, and budgetary oversite. The Research and Data Core compiles, processes, and analyzes data on health in cities, and provides expertise on the characterization of urban health and urban neighborhood environments, including providing GIS and statistical support for urban health projects. The Core has created a Data Repository of data from a wide range of sources that can be used in pilot analyses, student projects, and faculty research.  The Training Core develops training and capacity building workshops for Drexel students, partners and public health professionals. The Policy and Community Engagement Core aims to translate research into action by collaborating with policy makers and community partners to disseminate and promote the translation of information and evidence-based practices into policy change.
GIS Capacity 
The Urban Health Collaborative offers the latest available tools for analyzing neighborhood determinants and linking them to health outcomes. Through a university site license, Drexel researchers have access to Geographic Information System (GIS) software. UHC staff work with available data sources to compile relevant data for the Philadelphia metropolitan area and are creating software tools to derive measures of neighborhood environments. These tools can be adapted for use in other cities. GIS is a powerful tool for linking together data from various sources and at different spatial scales in investigating the relationships between place and health. Steve Melly, the GIS lead for the UHC, is available for consultation and offers weekly office hours to assist faculty, staff and students with questions about software, spatial data, and making maps.
Maternal and Child Health Program
The Maternal and Child Health Program at the Dornsife School of Public Health is a multidisciplinary group of academics, clinicians and policy makers who strive to improve the health of women and children through education and research. The mission is to promote education and research, inform policy, and train leaders to improve the health and well-being of women, children, and families. Research interests of the program include: maternal health and birth outcomes, child and adolescent health, environmental factors influencing MHC status/outcomes, and MCH program evaluation. The MCHWG hosts monthly meetings, journal clubs, career/networking events, student research events and travel to attend academic meetings. They promote research collaborations across Drexel University and with external partnerships such as community organizations, provide mentorship and advisement to students, and encourage and support the dissemination of MCH evidence through manuscript publications and conference presentations. Membership is comprised of students and faculty of all levels from across the university. In 2015 they were awarded a 5-year HRSA/MCHB MCH Catalyst Program Grant. This grant supports the development of MCH academic courses and student-led activities. Long-term goals include the creation of a MCH Concentration Program and an online MCH Certificate Program.

Drexel University 
One of the fifteen largest private universities in the nation with more than 9,000 employees and 25,000 students, Drexel University is a comprehensive global research university made up of 10 colleges and five schools.  In the 2018 Wall Street Journal and Times Higher Education College Rankings, Drexel University placed 74th out of 968 colleges and universities in the United States, landing in the top 8 percent of America’s institutions of higher education. Drexel ranked 36th when compared solely to private universities across the country. Moreover, in the 2018 U.S. News & World Report, Drexel was ranked 13th on the “Most Innovative Schools” list for national universities. Drexel’s global reputation is built on leadership in experiential learning through co-op programs and recognition as a model of best practices in translational, use-inspired research. 
Drexel’s knowledge enterprise includes projects and activities supported by international, national, and regional for-profit and not-for-profit organizations, both public and private, as well as support from donors and alumni. The University's research activities have averaged more than $109 million in annual expenditures for sponsored projects over the past five years. Drexel is recognized as a Wallace H. Coulter Foundation Translational Research Partner for leadership in bringing new technologies to market and is ranked in the top 100 worldwide for number of patents granted.
Drexel University College of Medicine
With an enrollment of approximately 1,050 medical students, Drexel University College of Medicine is one of the largest private medical schools in the U.S.  Adjacent to Hahnemann University Hospital, the College of Medicine houses one of 21 National Centers of Excellence in Women's Health designated by the Department of Health & Human Services.  The College of Medicine has established some of the most highly innovative and rigorous academic programs available today, incorporating the University’s expertise in public health, engineering and technology into traditional medical training. The College of Medicine is home to one of the nation’s leading centers for spinal cord research; one of the foremost centers for malaria study; and a highly regarded HIV/AIDS program with extensive NIH-funded research in prevention and therapeutic interventions. The College of Medicine is highly respected in numerous other specialties, including cardiology and the neurosciences. The infrastructure and environment at Drexel offer a host of quality academic and research opportunities.
The research facilities at the College of Medicine are located at both Queen Lane and Center City medical campuses.  There are approximately 95,000 square feet of laboratory research space at the Queen Lane campus and the Center City campus.  The College of Medicine has many core facilities including (but not limited to) MetaOmics core, confocal microscopes; laser microdissection; microarray; flow cytometry; high capacity rare-event cell sorting; electron microscopy; imaging core; structural biology; small and large animal surgical suites; and BL-3 laboratory facilities.  The entire campus is wireless and provides much needed 24/7 access to the web and other electronic resources (journals, books, videos) through the health sciences library services.  There is a free bus shuttle that runs frequently between the two health sciences campuses and the main Drexel University campus.
St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children 
St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children is affiliated with Drexel University and is located in North Philadelphia. In September 2014, the hospital opened the Center for the Urban Child, a community-focused primary care initiative designed to address the issues that contribute to health disparities in children and their families throughout Philadelphia. The newly-constructed 30,000 sq. ft. medical office building features modern and advanced technology and equipment, and serves as a critical resource to addressing the full-range of social determinants of the health of the children it serves. It is designed as a one-stop-healthcare-shop so children can see their pediatrician, speak with a social worker, sign up for WIC and supplemental nutritional assistance, or have testing done all in the same day and at the same location. They provide a host of resources and information on topics such as child development, nutrition, legal services, domestic violence, healthy lifestyles, parenting, and literacy. 
Academy of Natural Sciences
Founded in 1812 and affiliated with Drexel University in 2011, the Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University is a leading natural history museum dedicated to advancing research, education, and public engagement in biodiversity and environmental science.  The Academy houses the Patrick Center for Environmental Research - dedicated to understanding, protecting, and restoring the health of watersheds since 1947; the Center for Systematic Biology and Evolution - cares for and studies over 17 million specimens of plants and animals and conducts research in biodiversity, molecular systematics, ecology, evolution, and paleontology; and the Laboratory for Molecular Systematics and Ecology (LMSE) – a shared, multi-user facility designed to enhance biodiversity research and training by supporting the use of all types of molecular data. The LMSE has ca. 200 m2 of lab space in four main rooms designated for extraction and PCR work and are equipped with benches, sinks, and hood space. Smaller ancillary spaces contain dedicated areas for ancient DNA extractions, a dark room, as well as standard and cryostorage freezers. This affiliation also established a new academic department: Biodiversity, Earth, and Environmental Sciences (BEES), which draws on the traditional strengths of Drexel and the Academy in the fields of environmental science, earth sciences, ecology and conservation, and biodiversity and evolution.
Human Subjects Protection Program
Drexel University received full accreditation by the Association for the Accreditation of Human Research Protection Programs (AAHRPP) in 2013. To earn accreditation, organizations must provide tangible evidence—through policies, procedures, and practices—of their commitment to scientifically and ethically sound research and to continuous improvement. Further, Drexel University has three IRBs on site supported by faculty and staff members as well as representatives from the local community. All proposals to the IRB are submitted electronically through COEUS allowing for efficient processing and tracking of protocols and supporting documents. 
Drexel University Library System
Drexel University Libraries provide unified support for research and scholarship from across the University with over 60 librarians and administrators including a liaison specific to the Dornsife School of Public Health. The Libraries’ electronic collections allow users to access the majority of the Libraries’ resources online, including the Libraries' catalog and more than 400 databases and indices. Drexel library facilities are made up of multiple locations including the main library, W.W. Hagerty Library, located directly across the street from the School of Public Health. The library comprises three stories measuring 91,917 square feet and includes computer access, archived periodicals, and group study spaces. In addition, the Drexel University Libraries Archivist supports faculty and students in implementing research data sharing plans.

Computing Facilities
Drexel University is committed to providing robust computing facilities and resources including technology security for faculty, staff and students.  Faculty desktops are replaced every third year. An extensive array of software is available for free download through university site licenses. A shared drive system (OneDrive), including encrypted shared drives, as well as cloud storage allows for the secure storage and sharing of data across school units. All university devices, computers, smartphones and tablets, are encrypted. Computers are encrypted with Sophos SafeGuard Enterprise, which prevents a computer's content from being viewed if it is lost or stolen. All mobile devices employ a 6-digit PIN to unlock and automatically relock if unused for 15 minutes. Security and encryption settings are automatically applied to smartphones and tablets when they connect to the Drexel mail servers and employ full encryption so that email and attachments on a lost or stolen device cannot be viewed by others.
The University Research Computing Facility (URCF) is a high-performance and high-throughput scientific computing resource available for use by Drexel researchers. This 1,600 sq. ft., 0.6 MW facility is part of the Internet 2 Innovation Platform, featuring 100 gigabit ethernet and a Science DMZ. The URCF is home to Proteus, the Drexel shared computing cluster, running at a peak speed of 41 TFLOPS and providing 9.5 TB of RAM and also hosts rack-mounted computing and data storage hardware, including those that are exclusive to individual PIs. Proteus is Drexel's main high-performance computer cluster. It houses both AMD and Intel CPUs with QDR Infiniband interconnects and runs the Red Hat Enterprise Linux operating system. 
Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR)
Drexel is an Institutional Member of ICPSR which provides support in the acquisition, preservation, and distribution of social science and public health related data. Archiving data with ICPSR provides: 1. Data enhancement because data managers review and enhance data and technical documentation to make them optimally usable and compliant with disclosure limitation standards. 2. Long-term preservation and physical security of data to ensure future usability of the data despite changing technologies. 3. Protection of research participants’ confidentiality by removing identifiers and observing other standards of practice. ICPSR also safeguards sensitive data by limiting access to datasets when modifying the data would substantially limit the utility or the risk of disclosure remains high. 4. Usage information, ICPSR keeps track of how often datasets are downloaded or accessed. It also keeps track publications where the data is cited. ICPSR processes are based on the Reference Model for an Open Archival Information System produced by the NASA Consultative Committee for Space Systems.
REDCap
Drexel University participates in the REDCap (Research Electronic Data Capture) system, a secure, self-managed, web-based application designed to support data collection strategies for research studies. Secure servers are maintained by the Drexel College of Medicine and all Drexel employees can have access to this service. REDCap is considered the "gold standard" for the secure storage and use of human subjects or clinical data. It provides functionality and features that enable researchers across multiple sites to rapidly develop databases for collecting and managing research data. REDCap provides audit trails for tracking data manipulation and user activity, as well as automated export procedures for seamless data downloads to Excel, PDF, and common statistical packages (SPSS, SAS, Stata, R). Also included are a project calendar, a scheduling module, ad hoc reporting tools, and advanced features such as mid-study modifications, auto-validation, branching logic, and calculated fields. In addition, the REDCap Shared Library is a repository of data collection instruments and forms that can be downloaded and used by researchers at REDCap partner institutions. 
AJ Drexel Research Institutes  
Currently there are three University-supported A.J. Drexel Institutes that focus on multidisciplinary areas of science and engineering with important societal implications: the Autism Institute, the Nyheim Plasma Institute, and the Nanomaterials Institute. These Institutes all operate on slightly different models but all seek to promote interdisciplinary science and engage faculty affiliated with multiple schools and colleges.
Other Relevant Laboratory Resources
Pulmonary Function Laboratory 
For research on occupational and environmental lung disease, there is access to all needed pulmonary function testing equipment located at collaborating hospitals affiliated with Drexel University (including Hahnemann Hospital). Equipment is available for spirometry, blood gas analysis, and plethysmography.
Mobile Environmental Laboratory
The College of Engineering maintains a unique 44-ft. mobile environmental laboratory equipped with facilities to measure a wide variety of environmental toxins. These include units to measure air pollutants (e.g. NOXs, Co, etc.), an on-board chromatography unit, a gc-mass spectrometry unit, atomic absorption unit, and the capacity for standard medical diagnostic test equipment. This allows for field measurements of a wide range of pollutants including pesticides, heavy metals such as lead, and solvents. 
Exposure Science Laboratory
The AJ Drexel Autism Institute maintains a 700 square foot Exposure Science laboratory including four work benches, three personal computers, attached printers and necessary software. All necessary safety and protection equipment is available in the lab space. This includes a chemical fume hood, eyewash station, safety shower, fire extinguisher, flammable and acid/base storage cabinets.  Major equipment includes a Thermo Q Exactive Plus hybrid Triple quadrupole Orbitrap high resolution mass spectrometer with factory installed increased resolution (up to 240k @ m/z 400). Two liquid chromatography systems are available for either nano- or higher flow (ultra) high pressure liquid chromatography (UHPLC) for online separation before introduction via nano-spray electrospray ionization (nano-ESI), heated electrospray ionization (HESI), or atmospheric pressure chemical ionization (APCI). All necessary equipment for bioanalytical sample processing and storage, including -80 °C and -20 °C freezers, nitrogen or air evaporators, vacuum manifolds, liquid transfer equipment, micro- and ultra-centrifuges and water baths are available. Additional specialized equipment including gas chromatography-mass spectrometry, nuclear magnetic resonance, and scalable organic synthesis laboratories are available through shared resources at Drexel University and the nearby University of Pennsylvania through the lab’s affiliation with their Center of Excellence in Environmental Toxicology.
Mobile Child Development Clinic
The AJ Drexel Autism Institute also owns and maintains a mobile assessment unit (Mobile REACH) – a 2012 Freightliner Sprinter van that has been customized to house a climate-controlled, sound proofed, assessment room that can be driven to community residential, educational, and health care settings. The mobile unit includes its own video capture capability and can also accommodate a range of research equipment (from eye-tracking, to EEG, to centrifuge/refrigeration for biosample collection).  
Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center Consortium
The NCI-designated Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center (SKCC) Consortium is comprised of Thomas Jefferson University (the parent institution), Drexel University, and the Lankenau Institute for Medical Research. Through the consortium, Drexel University faculty members gain access to Thomas Jefferson University bioimaging, cancer genomics, flow cytometry, informatics, translational research/pathology, x-ray crystallography and molecular characterization facilities. A collaborative biomedical research agenda between the consortium institutions is also supported through integrated program meetings, symposia, participation in Grand Rounds, use of complementary shared resources, and teleconferencing for research activities amongst the three institutions.
ExCITe Center
The ExCITe (Expressive and Creative Interaction Technologies) Center was established in 2013 to pursue constructive disruption of traditional aspects of research, education, and engagement with community by bringing together design, technology, and entrepreneurship enables new opportunities for discovery and innovation. The ExCITe Center is unique space intentionally designed to foster an environment encouraging the serendipitous exchange of knowledge and ideas that lead to the formation of new connections, inspirations, and collaborations. The ExCITe Center is a street-level, highly visible space at the corner of Market and 34th Streets in University City. The ExCITe Center hosts a range of multidisciplinary research groups, teams, and projects. An annual seed-funding competition helps kickstart novel research projects that meet the ExCITe criteria of being highly multi-disciplinary and collaborative. In addition, ExCITe serves to connect knowledge and resources across the Philadelphia region through partnerships with outside institutions and organizations.
The Graduate College
The Graduate College is committed to the advancement of graduate education and ensuring graduate student success. The College oversees more than 230 unique graduate programs across the University, including more than 30 doctoral programs, working closely with the academic colleges, schools, and departments to advocate for graduate students through academic support and professional development programs. The College aims to foster interdisciplinary research and academic programs, and to develop and disseminate changes in policies and procedures. The Graduate College also partners with the Graduate Student Association and other active graduate student organizations to develop programming that enhances the experience for our diverse graduate student community.
The Office of University and Community Partnerships 
Drexel is uniquely resourced for community collaboration by the Vice Provost and Office of University and Community Partnerships, who report directly to the University President. This office helps align all academic expertise and service efforts with wide-ranging institutional investments to support a coordinated comprehensive strategy. Six overarching goals guide this university program: create clean, safe, and sustainable neighborhoods; energize economic vitality with more resources; collaborate to offer more health and wellness resources; develop lively retail corridors and enhance arts and culture, improve educational and learning options; and promote affordable homeownership. The Lindy Center for Civic Engagement promotes the ideals of social responsibility and public service by facilitating community based experiential learning for students, faculty, and staff. 
The Dornsife Center for Neighborhood Partnerships
The Dornsife Center for Neighborhood Partnerships is a cornerstone of Drexel University's commitment to the community, supported by the highest levels of Drexel University administration. Dedicated to education, problem solving, social entrepreneurship, and innovation, it offers a welcoming environment and co-learning space for families and members of the Drexel community alike. The Dornsife Center opened in June 2014 and is located on a 1.3 acre lot bordering the Mantua and Powelton Village neighborhoods. The Dornsife Center is a neighborhood hub that brings together community residents, faculty, staff, and students from Drexel’s 15 colleges and schools, and many nonprofit partners for programming and education that support the overall wellness and stability of the community. Described as the first “urban extension center” run by a private university, the programs offered place Drexel’s resources and expertise within easy reach of local residents. 
Lindy Institute for Urban Innovation
The Lindy Institute for Urban Innovation fosters informed civic engagement while creating, analyzing, assessing, and disseminating pioneering solutions for urban issues around the globe. It provides a centralized, multidisciplinary hub for Drexel and its partners to incubate and launch innovative community initiatives that build regional economic strength while promoting experiential learning, public service, and scholarly work by students, faculty, and professional staff. 
Federally Designated Promise Zone in West Philadelphia
Drexel has been intricately involved in the redevelopment of the West Philadelphia community since it was awarded a Choice Neighborhoods Planning Grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in 2011. Successfully partnering with residents, businesses, nonprofits, city agencies, youth, and community and faith-based organizations, Drexel faculty have participated in redevelopment planning and implementation initiatives. In 2014, the local area of West Philadelphia,home to 35,315 residents, was selected as one of the first five federally designated Promise Zone. This federal initiative is designed to accelerate revitalization efforts in targeted areas and provide residents with the opportunities they need to rise out of poverty and connect to high-quality education, jobs, affordable housing and a safe place to live and thrive. Drexel is a key partner in implementing Promise Zone initiatives. Faculty with relevant interests can now leverage the Promise Zone designation in supporting their research.  One major initiative emerging through this resource has been the $30 million Promise Neighborhood initiative funded by the U. S. Department of Education.  
Global Research: Drexel University’s Office of International Programs
Drexel's Office of International Programs (OIP), under the Vice Provost for Global Initiatives, works to address global challenges such as urban sustainability, health, and climate issues that require novel research, comprehensive solutions, and new collaborations. They build partnerships with distinguished universities and research organizations worldwide and leverage faculty research collaborations into broader opportunities. This is supported by a major goal of the current university strategic plan to “enhance Drexel’s global impact.” The OIP provides necessary infrastructure and support for study abroad programs, major research projects, international cooperative agreements and conferences, co-curricular programming, and international grants. This supports Drexel faculty, staff, and students working on all continents. 

Philadelphia resources
Federal Statistical Research Data Center
Federal Statistical Research Data Centers (FSRDC) are partnerships between federal statistical agencies and leading research institutions. They are secure facilities providing authorized access to restricted-use microdata for statistical purposes only. A new FSRDC was opened in Philadelphia in October 2017.
Qualified Drexel researchers have access to restricted-use microdata from the Census Bureau, Bureau of Labor Statistics, National Center for Health Statistics and Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality at the new Philadelphia location. These datasets are among the largest and most important sources of statistical information in the US and many of them can only be accessed through a FSRDC. Because of the data’s confidential nature, the Census Bureau will review and approve requests for access to the FSRDC. Approved projects must demonstrate scientific merit, maintain the anonymity of individuals and firms in the data, and researchers are required to protect the confidentiality of the data they access. The FSRDC in Philadelphia is one of five new research hubs that will join a network of 23 others across the nation.



OpenDataPhilly
OpenDataPhilly is a catalog of open data in the Philadelphia region. In addition to being the official open data repository for the City, it includes data sets from many organizations in the region. OpenDataPhilly is open source and on GitHub.
OpenDataPhilly is a portal that provides access to more than 300 data sets, applications, and APIs related to the Philadelphia region. Built by Azavea, a Philadelphia-based geospatial software firm, OpenDataPhilly is based on the idea that providing free and easy access to data information encourages better and more transparent government and a more engaged and knowledgeable citizenry.
OpenDataPhilly includes both municipal and non-municipal data and enables users to search for and locate data sets based on keyword and category searches. For each data set, application, or API, there is accompanying information about the origins, update frequency, and other specifics about the data. The record for each data source also includes links for downloading the data or accessing the application or API.
Community Health Explorer
The Community Health Explorer is produced by the City of Philadelphia as a tool to display the findings from the Community Health Assessment report. The Community Health Assessment is a systematic assessment of population health in Philadelphia, highlighting key public health challenges and assets and informing local public health programs, policies, and partnerships. It includes indicators reflecting health behaviors, health conditions, health care factors, and social and environmental determinants of health. The Explorer provides easy-to-use, responsive and accessible visualization tools for viewing the vast amount of data collected annually for the Community Health Assessment. Users can view data by planning district or by racial disparity, and also view information about the city over time and how Philadelphia compares to the top 10 other large cities and the nation overall. 
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