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Associate  Professor
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	DEGREE

(if applicable)
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	Thomas Jefferson University, Philadelphia, PA

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA

Johns Hopkins University


	B.S.N
M.S.N
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	1978
1981
2001
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2001-2002

2010
	Nursing

Women’s Health 
Nursing

NIH Pre-doc Research Fellow: Center for Research on Vulnerable Women, Children, and Families

NIH Post-doc Research Fellow: Center for Health Policy and Outcomes
Summer Institute for Epidemiology & Biostatistics (LDA & Multi-level modeling)


A. Personal Statement
To my program of research, I bring a deep understanding of Philadelphia neighborhoods and their workings for I have decades of experience working with a wide network of community agencies as a trusted nurse and Philadelphia native. I am a certified Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner and a tenured faculty member at Drexel University. After years of clinical experience caring for high-risk urban pregnant women, I sought rigorous research training with advanced statistical and GIS courses. My research uses a bio-psycho-social perspective to examine racial and ethnic disparities among mothers and infants in low-income urban communities. Through identifying components of individual experiences which are tied to broader social explanations and influences, I look for potential modifiable factors for which strategic and tailored interventions can be developed to protect urban socio-economically disadvantaged mothers against adverse health outcomes for themselves and the children under their care. 

B. Positions and Honors

Academic and Professional Experience:
1978—1981
Staff Nurse, Labor & Delivery Unit, Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania 

1979—1983    Childbirth Educator, Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania 
1981—1983   
OB/GYN Nurse Practitioner & Supervisor, Presbyterian – University of Pennsylvania Medical   Center, 

1981—1983    GYN Nurse Practitioner, Student Health of the University of Pennsylvania

1984—1985    Perinatal Nurse Practitioner, University of Connecticut Health Center

1984               Instructor, Maternal Child Health, Central Connecticut State University

1985—1987    Supervisor & OB/GYN Nurse Practitioner, Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of Connecticut

1988—1997    Adjunct Faculty, OB/GYN Nurse Practitioner Program, PPFA, Philadelphia, PA 

1989—2001    Camp Nurse, JCC of Southern New Jersey, Medford, NJ. Head nurse, 1995 -2001
2001—2006  
Research Associate: CDC Center Grant, University of Pennsylvania/Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia - Centers for Autism and Developmental Disabilities Research 

2002—2005    Assistant Professor, The College of New Jersey, School of Nursing

2005—2012
Assistant Professor, Drexel University, College of Nursing and Health Professions
2006—present Nurse Practitioner, Philadelphia Health District #10 Prenatal Clinic. Work part-time in clinic for low-income and uninsured women
2009—2012
Assistant Professor, Drexel University, School of Public Health, Department of Epidemiology & Biostatistics (secondary appointment)

2009—2012
Visiting Scholar, Center for Health Equity Research, University of Pennsylvania, School of Nursing.

2012—present
 Associate Professor, Drexel University, College of Nursing and Health Professions, Department of Doctoral Nursing Programs
2012—present
 Associate Professor, Drexel University, School of Public Health, Department of Epidemiology & Biostatistics (secondary appointment)

Other Experience, Honors,  and Professional Memberships:

1978—present    Sigma Theta Tau International -- Honor Society of Nursing.

1988—1991        Editorial Board Member, Journal of Obstetric, Gynecologic & Neonatal Nursing  
1987—present    Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Obstetric, Gynecologic & Neonatal Nursing  

2004—2006
    Research Committee, National Organization of Nurse Practitioner Faculties

2004

     Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Perinatology 

2004—present    Manuscript Reviewer, The American Journal for Nurse Practitioners

2005—2013
    Board of Directors, Southern New Jersey Perinatal Cooperative

2008—2012        Editorial Board Member, Journal of Obstetric, Gynecologic & Neonatal Nursing  
2007—present    HRSA Grant Reviewer
2009—present    Manuscript Reviewer, Maternal and Child Health Journal
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in the postpartum period. Journal of Obstetrical, Gynecologic, and Neonatal Nursing, 43 (4), 445-454.
C. Research Support
Ongoing Research Support

AWHONN’s March of Dimes Margaret Comerford Freda "Saving Babies, Together,”                  2014-2015
Proposal title: The Relationship of Birth Outcomes and Neighborhood Characteristics of an Urban Population of Predominantly African American and Hispanic Women.
Using GIS, we are creating a geographic database using 5 years of birth records of resident Camden mothers to study patterns of maternal-infant health with neighborhood characteristics for future implementation science research. 

Role: Consultant (PI: Suplee)
Completed Research Support
Louis and Besse Stein Award, Drexel University






2013-2014
Proposal title: Comparison of Health Care and Birth Outcomes among Migrant Women of African Ancestry in the US and Israel.

For clues into the documented racial disparities in adverse birth outcomes among ethnically diverse Blacks in the United States, this funding provided several cross-national research summits to serve as think tanks to facilitate interdisciplinary collaborations to study birth outcomes among a homogeneous ethnic group of Blacks in Israel, primarily from Ethiopia compared to the heterogeneous group of Blacks in the U.S.

Role: PI

NIH -1K23NR010747 K-23
     








2009-2013
Proposal title: Perinatal Health Disparities between Foreign - born and US - born Black Women.

Through secondary analyses of existing data, I explored various social determinants from individual and neighborhood level data for insights into the documented health advantage in preterm birth rates among foreign-born Black mothers compared to their US-born counterparts. 
Role: PI      








 
Rutger’s University, Dean’s Grant funded by the School of Nursing                                                2013-2014
Neighborhood Characteristics that Influence Adverse Birth Outcomes of Hispanic Women Living in Camden, NJ.   Examined geographic variations and patterns among Camden City’s neighborhoods and residents.

Role: Consultant (PI: Suplee)
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Tobacco Settlement Funds.


                                        2007-2008

“Health Care Decisions for those with Mental Retardation: A Parent’s Perspective” 
Role: Co-Investigator (PI: Fisher)
The College of New Jersey, SOSA (Support for Scholarly Activities) Award, competitive process. 
2005 – 2006
Proposal title: “Healthcare Research: Promoting Optimal Wellness for At-risk Populations of Pregnant Mothers and Mothers with Neurologically Impaired Children.”
Support provided to facilitate development of research program aimed at promoting optimal family well-being for vulnerable women, children, and families.

Role: PI 
The College of New Jersey, SOSA (Support for Scholarly Activities) Award, competitive process. 
2004 – 2005
Proposal title: “Prenatal Care Research and Caring for Families with Children with an Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD).”
Support provided to facilitate development of beginning healthcare research program aimed at promoting optimal family well-being for vulnerable women, children and families.

Role: PI

Sigma Theta Tau International: Xi Chapter 
Bloch (PI) 





2003-2004

“Caregiver Burden of Families with a Child with an Autistic Spectrum Disorder.” 
This was a qualitative research study, exploring knowledge needed for healthcare professionals as they aim to promote optimal well-being to caregivers, and their families, of children with autistic spectrum disorders.

Role: PI
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