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What job search strategies should I use?

• Networking

• Posted positions

• Directly targeting companies



What is networking?  How can 
I meet other people in my 
field?

“Schmoozing is noticing people, 
connecting with them, keeping in touch 
with them- and benefiting from 
relationships with them.”

Vault Guide to Schmoozing

• Friends, family, faculty

• Career fairs

• Join a professional association.    

Find them using the 

Encyclopedia of Associations

How to find resources for your job search:

1. In the Careers Collection
Search in the library catalog!
Browse the shelves!
Ask a librarian.

2. Research guides on the library website
From the library website!
From Daisy’s website: library.drexel.edu/careers

http://innoserv.library.drexel.edu/record=b1632902~S9�
http://innoserv.library.drexel.edu/record=b1522663~S9�
http://www.library.drexel.edu/car/�


How do I find posted 
positions?

General job search websites:

• Indeed.com

• Simplyhired.com

• Craigslist

Biomedical Engineering specific 
sites:

• Find them on the Biomedical 
Engineering Research Guide 

How do I get to Daisy’s research guides???

There are two ways:

1. From the library website, go to Research Guides>Careers

2. From Daisy’s website
library.drexel.edu/careers

http://www.library.drexel.edu/resources/guides/careerguides/?page_id=30�
http://www.library.drexel.edu/resources/guides/careerguides/?page_id=30�
http://www.library.drexel.edu/careers�


How can I identify and target 
companies to begin my job 
search?

• Online company directories

• Library databases:
– D&B Million Dollar Database

– Corptech

• FDA

• Patent searching

Find online company directories and 
library databases on the Biomedical 
Engineering careers research guide:

http://www.library.drexel.edu/resources/guides/careerguides/?page_id=30�
http://www.library.drexel.edu/resources/guides/careerguides/?page_id=30�


What is FDA? What 
Information can we get from 
FDA site to help us prepare 
for job searching?
http://www.fda.gov/comments/regs.h
tml

“FDA is the federal agency responsible 
for ensuring that foods are safe, 
wholesome and sanitary; human and 
veterinary drugs, biological products, 
and medical devices are safe and 
effective; cosmetics are safe; and 
electronic products that emit radiation 
are safe.”

http://www.fda.gov/comments/regs.html�
http://www.fda.gov/comments/regs.html�
http://www.fda.gov/�


Where do we find 
information on FDA’s 
approval of drugs?

Drug Approval Reports:

http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts
/cder/drugsatfda/index.cfm?fuseactio
n=Reports.ReportsMenu

“Drugs@FDA allows you to search for 
official information about FDA 
approved brand name and generic 
drugs and therapeutic biological 
products.”

http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cder/drugsatfda/index.cfm?fuseaction=Reports.ReportsMenu�
http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cder/drugsatfda/index.cfm?fuseaction=Reports.ReportsMenu�
http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cder/drugsatfda/index.cfm?fuseaction=Reports.ReportsMenu�
http://www.fda.gov/cder/drugsatfda/glossary.htm�
http://www.fda.gov/cder/drugsatfda/glossary.htm�
http://www.fda.gov/cder/drugsatfda/glossary.htm�
http://www.fda.gov/cder/drugsatfda/glossary.htm�
http://www.fda.gov/cder/drugsatfda/glossary.htm�


Find  names of companies 
whose drugs have been 
recently approved by FDA.
http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts
/cder/drugsatfda/index.cfm?fuseactio
n=Reports.MonthlyApprovalsAll

Example from May 2009 Drug 
Approval Report.

Find relevant information about the 
companies that you are interested in 
using various databases available from 

Our Library’s web site

http://www.library.drexel.edu/resourc
es/guides/careerguides/?page_id=7

http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cder/drugsatfda/index.cfm?fuseaction=Reports.MonthlyApprovalsAll�
http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cder/drugsatfda/index.cfm?fuseaction=Reports.MonthlyApprovalsAll�
http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cder/drugsatfda/index.cfm?fuseaction=Reports.MonthlyApprovalsAll�
http://www.library.drexel.edu/resources/guides/careerguides/?page_id=7�
http://www.library.drexel.edu/resources/guides/careerguides/?page_id=7�


Where do we find 
information on FDA’s 
approval of medical devices?
http://www.library.drexel.edu/blogs/e
nglibrary/?p=204

Each product listing contains 
information about what medical uses 
the device is approved for, when it can 
be used, and when it should not be 
used.

See an example in the next slide.

http://www.library.drexel.edu/blogs/englibrary/?p=204�
http://www.library.drexel.edu/blogs/englibrary/?p=204�


How would this help in 
finding companies whose 
devices were approved? 

The products listed include some of the 
newest medical technology available. 

Each product listing contains information 
about what medical uses the device is 
approved for, when it can be used, and 
when it should not be used.

Click on ‘Text’ to get more information.
Premarket Approval information about 
the product is usually provided in the 
document. 

Permission to begin commercial 
distribution of the device in accordance 
with the conditions described is also 
given in this document. 

Find relevant information about the 
companies that you are interested in 
using various databases available from 
Our Library’s web site

http://www.library.drexel.edu/resources/
guides/careerguides/?page_id=7

http://www.library.drexel.edu/resources/guides/careerguides/?page_id=7�
http://www.library.drexel.edu/resources/guides/careerguides/?page_id=7�


How do I find out whether 
the companies that I found 
have received any patents or 
not?
One more important step involves 
finding out whether companies whose  
drugs or medical devices were 
approved, have received any patents 
or not. Learning more about their 
inventions may help in making 
informed decisions on whether you 
want to consider working for them.

In the previous example, we saw a 
pacemaker from Medtronic got recent 
approval.

Let us see if Medtronic has received 
any patents or not.

Go to 
http://www.library.drexel.edu/blogs/e
nglibrary/?p=204

http://www.library.drexel.edu/blogs/englibrary/?p=204�
http://www.library.drexel.edu/blogs/englibrary/?p=204�


Finding patents 
Search for patents issued to Medtronic 
in US Patent office database

http://patft.uspto.gov/

Try ‘Medtronic’ in ‘Assignee Name’ 
field.

You will find several patents issued to 
Medtronic.

Use the Patent number in 
http://pat2pdf.org to find the full text 
patent in the PDF form.

See if those inventions capture your 
interest in applying for jobs in those 
companies.

http://patft.uspto.gov/�
http://pat2pdf.org/�


What is Patent Classification 
Schedule? How does it help 
in searching for patents?

– What is a classification schedule?

• Patents are classified (organized) in the U.S. 
by a system using a 3 digit class and a 3 digit 
subclass 

• They describe every similar grouping of 
patent art. 

• A single invention may be described by 
multiple classification codes 

• For example, Class:424/9.1 ; 424/1.11; 
424/1.65; 424/600; 424/601; 424/9.2; 514/7

– See Classification Help 
and Glossary

– Search Patents

Patents are classified (organized) in the 
U.S. by a system using a 3 digit class 
and a 3 digit subclass to describe every 
similar grouping of patent art. A single 
invention may be described by 
multiple classification codes.

-- see Manual of Patent Classification

http://www.uspto.gov/go/classification/help.htm�
http://www.uspto.gov/main/glossary/index.html�
http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/�


Find patents  about 
controlled drug delivery 
in cancer chemotherapy

Using US Patents-
Advanced Feature

ABST/(Cancer and 
Drug and Delivery)
ABST/(controlled and 
drug and delivery) 
and (cancer and 
chemotherapy)

ABST-Abstract field 
that contains brief 
summary of patent 
invention
The abstract 
contains many of 
the relevant words 
of a patent

http://patft.uspto.gov/netahtml/PTO/search-adv.htm�
http://patft.uspto.gov/netahtml/PTO/search-adv.htm�


Search patents in a 
particular class/subclass

From USPTO site, 
go to Class Numbers Only Page

(Path: Patents > Guidance, Tools, and 
Manuals > Classification 

(US Classes by Number Menu)

Click on Classification

Search for Class/Subclass 424/422
for the patent patent found 

Click on  ‘P’ to get all patents  in class 
424/422

Another tip:  Nanotechnology related 
patents are in class 977.  Since it is an 
interdisciplinary area, use both ‘Keyword’ 
searching  as well as ‘Class/subclass’ 
searching for comprehensive coverage.

http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/selectbynum.htm�
http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/selectbynum.htm�
http://www.uspto.gov/main/patents.htm�
http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/guides.htm�
http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/guides.htm�
http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/index.htm�


How do I keep current 
with new information 
available from FDA?
http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts
/cdrh/cfdocs/cfTopic/cdrhnew.cfm

Different types of alerts and RSS feeds 
available

For example, 

What’s New: Center for Devices and 
Radiological Health

FDA Patient Safety News
MedWatch Safety Alerts

http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cdrh/cfdocs/cfTopic/cdrhnew.cfm�
http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cdrh/cfdocs/cfTopic/cdrhnew.cfm�


How would these alerts 
help me in evaluating 
Companies? 

Center for Devices an Radiological Health 
often provides alerts on Medical Devices 
recalls.

Find the name of the Company whose 
Medical device has been recalled.

For example, 

Date Recall 
Initiated: April 27, 2009 Product:
Triage Cardiac Panel, Catalog No. 97000HS, 
Lot #W44467B, shipped as 25 individually 
pouched devices per kit box. (This recall is 
limited only to this catalog and lot number). 

Biosite Inc.
9975 Summers Ridge Road
San Diego, California 92121

Search for more information about that 
company through other sources using
http://www.library.drexel.edu/resources/guid
es/careerguides/?page_id=7

http://www.library.drexel.edu/resources/guides/careerguides/?page_id=7�
http://www.library.drexel.edu/resources/guides/careerguides/?page_id=7�


Okay, so I’ve identified some companies 
as potential employers…..

now what???



Next Steps

Be Proactive!!

• Research the company
• Company website
• Library databases

• Identify the preferred way to submit your resume and cover letter

• Contact the company
• Follow up!

For tips & resources see:

Interviewing research guide

http://www.library.drexel.edu/resources/guides/careerguides/?page_id=23�


What if I’m an international 
student?  How do I know if a 

company sponsors H1-B visas?

See the Guide for International Students:

http://www.library.drexel.edu/resources/guides/careerguides/?page_id=15�


Questions?

Jay Bhatt
215.895.1873
bhattjj@drexel.edu
Room 132 

Daisy Larios
215.895.6843
dl423@drexel.edu
Room 136

mailto:bhattjj@drexel.edu�
mailto:dl423@drexel.edu�
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