
Svetlana Khakhina, PhD 

Curriculum Vitae 
 

EDUCATION  

 Ph.D. in Cell and Molecular Biology, Rowan University GSBS, Stratford, NJ, USA, 2013. 

Thesis: “Cells death and mitochondrial fragmentation” 
 

 Engineering degree (equivalent of MS) in Standardization and Certification of 

Chemical-Pharmaceutical and Biotechnology Products, M.V. Lomonosov Moscow State 

Academy of Fine Chemical Technology, Russia, 2005. 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

1. Assistant Teaching Professor in Drexel University, College of Arts and Sciences, 

Department of Biology (Philadelphia PA), Fall 2018 - present 

2. Adjunct SEA-PHAGES instructor in University of the Sciences (Philadelphia PA), Fall 2017 

– Spring 2018. 

3. Postdoctoral Fellow in Dr. Zachary Klase’s lab (University of the Sciences in Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, PA), Jan 2016 to present. Project: “Modeling HIV resistance in human cells”.  

4. Postdoctoral Scholar in Dr. Scott Moye-Rowley’s lab (University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa), 

Feb 2014 to Dec 2015. Project: “Drug resistance in opportunistic pathogen, Candida glabrata” 

5. Intern in ChemBridge Corporation (Moscow, Russia), Laboratory of combinatorial chemistry 

screening, Oct 2005 to Jul 2006 (Development of 96 well plate with human tyrosine kinases 

for anticancer drug discovery).  

6. Intern in ChemBridge Corporation (Moscow, Russia), Laboratory of combinatorial chemistry 

screening, Summer 2003 (Synthesis and purification of a heterocyclic compound with different 

side chains). 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

 UPENN Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) member since Oct 2016.  

 American Society of Microbiology (ASM) member since 2016 

RESEARCH SKILLS 

Proficient in RT-PCR, RNA isolation, Flow cytometry, Fluorescence microscopy, large-scale protein 

purification, genetic manipulations (gene cloning, cell transformation/transfection, gene 

knockout, mutagenesis and genetic screening), Western blot, Northern blot, Cell-Based Assays, 

mammalian tissue culture, work with HIV-1 virus, Lymphocyte isolation from human blood.  

AREAS OF EXPERTISE 

 

 Cell and Molecular biology 

 Cell signaling (cell response to drug treatments) 

 Genetics (cloning, high-throughput screening) 

 Immunology (HIV infection; characterization of T-cell response) 

 Cell death (apoptosis, necrosis, pyroptosis) 
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COMMUNICATION SKILLS 

 

 Work in large, interdisciplinary laboratory. 

 Have a proven laboratory management and student training skills. 

 Was actively involved in student body administration as a president of Graduate School 

Association for three consecutive years (2009-2012). 

 Actively involved in grant manuscript preparation and scientific paper writing. 

 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS 

 

 Oral presentation “Suppression of HIV infection in Long-Term Nonprogressors require a 

concurrent viral load” at the 2018 Palm Springs Symposium on HIV/AIDS (March 1-3rd 

2018) 

 Invited speaker at the Research Retreat hosted by University of the Sciences “What is 

right with Elite Controllers?” (September 11th 2016). 

 Invited speaker at the Research Retreat hosted by Rowan University (October 2013)  

 Presented at departmental seminars annually (2007 – 2013). 

 

POSTER PRESENTATIONS 

 

 Two posters on bacteriophage biology, University of the Sciences Research day, April 5th, 

2018 

 Poster presentation “Med13p anchors cyclin C in the nucleus to prevent stress-

independent mitochondrial hyperfission” at the Yeast genetics and Molecular Biology 

international conference, July 31st -Augist 5th 2012. 
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