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Kristen Lyall, Sc.D.          Curriculum Vitae 

 
PERSONAL INFORMATION 

Business address  
3020 Market St, Suite 560 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
215-571-3215 
kld98@drexel.edu 

 
EDUCATION  
9/2004-3/2010 Sc.D., Epidemiology; Minor: Biostatistics; Focus: Psychiatric Epidemiology 

Harvard School of Public Health, Boston, MA 
Thesis topic: Maternal risk factors for autism spectrum disorders in children of 
the Nurses’ Health Study II. 

9/1997-5/2001 B.A., Biology and Psychology, Middlebury College, Middlebury, VT 
   Cum Laude, High honors for thesis research  
9/1993-6/1997 McDonogh School, McDonogh, MD 
   Cum Laude 
 
POSTDOCTORAL TRAINING 
9/2012-4/2014 Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Public Health Sciences, University of 

California Davis, Davis, CA 
9/2010-9/2012 Postdoctoral Fellow, Autism Research Training Program, University of 

California, Davis MIND Institute, Sacramento, CA     
4/2010-9/2010 Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Department of Nutrition, Harvard School of 

Public Health, Boston, MA 
 
EXPERIENCE 
7/2015-  Assistant Professor, Drexel Univeristy, Philadelphia, PA 

Faculty in the AJ Drexel Autism Institute program in Modifiable Risk Factors 
5/2014-6/2015 Research Scientist III, Environmental Health Investigations Branch,  

California Department of Public Health, Richmond, CA 
9/2010-5/2014 Visiting Scientist, Department of Nutrition, Harvard School of Public Health, 

Boston, MA 
9/2008-4/2010 Project Coordinator, “Maternal risk factors for autism spectrum disorders in 

children of the Nurses’ Health Study II.” Funded by USAMRMC DoD. PIs: 
Ascherio, Santangelo, Weisskopf. Boston, MA 

5/2008-5/2010 Fellowship awardee, “Maternal dietary factors and autism spectrum disorders 
in children of the Nurses’ Health Study II.” Autism Speaks Fellowship Grant, PI: 
Santangelo. Boston, MA. 

9/2007-12/2009  Project Coordinator, “Maternal risk factors for autism spectrum disorders in 
children of the Nurses’ Health Study II- A pilot study.”  Funded by Autism 
Speaks. PI: Ascherio. Boston, MA. 

7/2002-9/2004 Research Assistant, Massachusetts General Hospital Psychiatric and 
Neurodevelopmental Genetics Unit, Boston, MA. 

mailto:Kristen.Dodge@cdph.ca.gov
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PUBLICATIONS 
1. Windham G.C., Lyall K., Anderson M., Kharrazi M. (2016). Maternal mid-pregnancy serum 

hormone and protein markers in association with autism spectrum disorders: Results from 
California prenatal screening. J Autism Dev Disord. 46(2):478-88. 

2. Roberts A.L., Koenen K., Lyall K., Robinson E.B., Weisskopf M.G. (2015). Association of autistic 
traits in adulthood with childhood abuse, interpersonal victimization, and posttraumatic stress. 
Child Abuse Negl. 45:135-42. 

3. Jussila K., Lyall K., Kuusikko S., Mattila M., Pollock-Wurman R., Hurtig T., Joskitt L., Ebeling H., 
Moilanen I., Pauls D. (2015). Autistic traits in first-degree family members of children with 
autism spectrum disorders. Scandinavian Journal of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and 
Psychology. 3(2):126-135. 

4. Lyall K., Van de Water J., Ashwood P., Hertz-Picciotto I. (2015). Asthma and allergies in children 
with autism spectrum disorders: Results from the CHARGE study. Autism Research 8(5):567-74. 

5. Roberts, A.L., Lyall, K., Rich-Edwards, J.W., Ascherio, A., Weisskopf, M.G. (2015). Maternal 
exposure to intimate partner abuse prior to birth is associated with risk of autism in offspring. 
Autism. 20(1):26-36. 

6. Raz R., Roberts A.L., Lyall K., Hart J.E., Just A.C., Laden F., Ascherio A., Weisskopf M.G. (2015). 
Exposure to particulate matter air pollution during pregnancy is associated with increased risk 
for autism spectrum disorder in males. Enviro Health Perspec. 123(3):264-70. 

7. Shumer D.E., Roberts A.L., Reisner S.L., Lyall K., Austin S.B. (2015). Brief report: Autistic traits in 
mothers and children associated with child’s gender nonconformity. J Autism Dev Disord. 
45(5):1489-94. 

8. Lyall K., Constantino J., Ascherio A., Weisskopf M., Santangelo S.L. (2014). Parental social 
responsiveness and risk of autism spectrum disorder in offspring. JAMA Psychiatry. 71(8):936-
42. 

9. Roberts, A.L., Koenen, K.C., Lyall, K., Ascherio, A. & Weisskopf, M.G. (2014). Women’s 
posttraumatic stress symptoms and autism spectrum disorder in their children. Res Autism 
Spectr Disord. 8(6):608-616. 

10. Lyall, K., Schmidt R., Hertz-Picciotto I. (2014). Maternal Lifestyle and Environmental Risk 
Factors for Autism Spectrum Disorders. International Journal of Epidemiology. 43(2):443-64. 

11. Lyall K., Van de Water J., Ashwood P., Hertz-Picciotto I. (2013). Maternal immune-mediated 
conditions, autism spectrum disorders, and developmental delay. J Autism Dev Disord. 
44(7):1546-55. 

12. Roberts AL, Lyall K, Hart JE, Laden F, Just AC, Bobb JF, Koenen KC, Ascherio A, Weisskopf MG. 
(2013). Perinatal air pollutant exposures and autism spectrum disorder in the children of 
Nurses’ Health Study II participants. Environmental Health Perspectives, 121(8):978-84. 

13. Lyall K., Baker A., Hertz-Picciotto I., Walker C. (2013). Infertility and its treatments in 
association with autism spectrum disorders: A review and results from the CHARGE study. 
International Journal of Environmental Research in Public Health, 10(8):3715-34. 

14. Lyall K., Munger K., O Reilly E., Santangelo S.L., Ascherio A. (2013). Maternal dietary fat and fatty 
acid intake and autism spectrum disorders. American Journal of Epidemiology, 178(2):209-20. 

15. Roberts, A.L., Lyall, K., Rich-Edwards, J.W., Ascherio, A. & Weisskopf, M.G. (2013) Association of 
maternal exposure to childhood abuse with elevated risk for autism in offspring. Journal of the 
American Medical Association Psychiatry, 70(5):508-15.  
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16. Lyall K., Pauls D.L., Santangelo S., Speigelman D., Ascherio A. (2012). Fertility therapies, 
infertility, and autism spectrum disorders in the Nurses’ Health Study II. Paediatric and Perinatal 
Epidemiology, Jul;26(4):361-72. 

17. Lyall K., Pauls D.L., Santangelo S., Speigelman D., Ascherio A. (2011). Maternal early life factors 
associated with hormone levels and the risk of having a child with an autism spectrum disorder 
in the Nurses Health Study II.  J Autism Dev Disord. 41 (5):618-627. 

18. Lyall K., Pauls D.L., Speigelman D., Ascherio A., Santangelo S. (2011). Pregnancy complications 
and obstetric suboptimality as risk factors for autism spectrum disorders in children of the 
Nurses’ Health Study II. Autism Research, 5(1):21-30. 

19. Gao X., Lyall K., Palacios N., Walters A.S., Ascherio A. (2011). RLS in middle age women and 
attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder in their offspring.  Journal of Sleep Medicine, 12 (1): 89-
91.  

 
Manuscripts  
1. Lyall K., Croen L.A., Zerbo O., Yoshida C.K., Kharrazi M., Windham G.C. Organochlorine chemical 

concentrations in maternal mid-pregnancy serum samples: Association with autism spectrum 
disorders and intellectual disability. Manuscript submitted for publication. 

2. Lyall K., Anderson M., Kharrazi M., Windham G.C. Maternal and neonatal thyroid hormone levels 
in association with autism spectrum disorders: Results from California screening. Manuscript 
submitted for publication. 

3. Lyall K., Schweitzer J.B., Solomon M., Schmidt R.J., Hertz-Picciotto I. Inattention and 
hyperactivity in association with autism spectrum disorders in the CHARGE study. Manuscript 
submitted for publication. 

4. Lyall K., Croen L.A., Weiss L.A., Traglia M., Zerbo O., Yoshida C.K., Kharrazi M., Windham G.C. 
Prenatal levels of brominated flame retardants in association with autism spectrum disorder 
and intellectual disability: Potential sex differences.  

5. Traglia M., Croen L.A., Lyall K., Windham G.C., Sjodin A., Kharrazi M., DeLorenze G.N., Torres A.R., 
Weiss L.A. Maternal and fetal genetic control of mid-gestational levels of environmental toxicant 
biomarkers in maternal blood. 

6. Lyall K., Ashwood P., Van de Water J., Hertz-Picciotto I. Maternal immune-mediated conditions in 
association with child immune-related outcomes and autism spectrum disorders.  
 

Chapters 
1. Lyall K. and Pauls D. Inheritance of mental illness. Encyclopedia of Neuroscience, 3rd edition, 

Elsevier Science, 2003.  
2. Lyall, K., Gardener, H. (2013). Perinatal factors in Autism Epidemiology: Obstetric and Neonatal 

Complications. In V. Patel, V. Preedy, C. Martin (Eds): The Comprehensive Guide to Autism. 
Springer-Verlag. 

3. Lyall, K., Schmidt, R., Hertz-Picciotto I. (2012). The Environment in Autism Spectrum Disorders. 
In J. Buxbaum, P. Hof (Eds): The Neuroscience of Autism Spectrum Disorders. Amsterdam: 
Academic Press. 

4. Lyall, K., Schmidt R., Hertz-Picciotto I. (2014). Environmental Factors in Autism. In F. Volkmar, 
R. Paul, S.J. Rogers, K.A. Pelphrey (Eds): Handbook of Autism and Pervasive Developmental 
Disorders, Fourth Edition: Assessment, Interventions, Policy, the Future. Hoboken NJ: John Wiley & 
Sons. 
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ABSTRACTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
5/2016 International Meeting for Autism Research (IMFAR), Baltimore, MD 

 Neonatal thyroid hormone levels in association with autism spectrum 
disorder. Oral presentation. 

5/2015 International Meeting for Autism Research (IMFAR), Salt Lake City, UT 
 Organochlorine chemical concentrations in maternal mid-pregnancy serum 

samples: Association with autism spectrum disorders in the Early Markers of 
Autism Study. Oral presentation. 

6/2013 Society for Epidemiologic Research (SER) Annual Meeting, Boston, MA 
 Familiality of Social Responsiveness Scale Scores in the Nurses’ Health Study 

II. Oral presentation. 
5/2013 International Meeting for Autism Research (IMFAR), San Sebastian, Spain 

 Inattention and hyperactivity in association with autism spectrum disorders 
in the CHARGE study. Poster presentation. 

 Familiality of Social Responsiveness Scale Scores in the Nurses’ Health Study 
II. Oral presentation. 

8/2012 International Society for Environmental Epidemiology (ISEE), Columbia, SC 
 Maternal dietary fat intake and autism spectrum disorders. Poster 

presentation. 
6/2012 Society for Epidemiologic Research (SER) Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, MN 

 Maternal dietary fat intake and autism spectrum disorders. Poster 
presentation. 

 Maternal immune-mediated conditions in association with child immune-
related outcomes and autism spectrum disorders.  Poster presentation. 

5/2012 International Meeting for Autism Research (IMFAR), Toronto, CA 
 Maternal dietary fat intake and autism spectrum disorders. Poster 

presentation. 
 Maternal immune-mediated conditions in association with child immune-

related outcomes and autism spectrum disorders. Poster presentation. 
 Asthma and allergies in children with autism spectrum disorders: Results 

from the CHARGE study. Poster presentation. 
6/2011 Society for Epidemiologic Research (SER) Annual Meeting, Montreal, QC, Canada 

 Use of Fertility therapies in association with autism spectrum disorders in 
children of the Nurses’ Health Study II.  Poster presentation. 

5/2011  International Meeting for Autism Research (IMFAR), San Diego, CA 
 Use of Fertility therapies in association with autism spectrum disorders in 

children of the Nurses’ Health Study II.  Poster presentation. 
9/2010 Asperger’s Association of New England (AANE) 

 The epidemiology of autism spectrum disorders. Oral presentation to 
stakeholder and lay audience. 

5/2010 International Meeting for Autism Research (IMFAR), Philadelphia, PA 
 Association between ovulation inducing drug use, infertility, and autism 

spectrum disorders in the Nurses’ Health Study II.  Oral presentation. 
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 Pregnancy complications and obstetric suboptimality as risk factors for 
autism spectrum disorders in children of the Nurses’ Health Study II. Poster 
presentation. 

6/2010 Society for Epidemiologic Research (SER) Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA 
 Association between ovulation inducing drug use, infertility, and autism 

spectrum disorders in the Nurses’ Health Study II. Poster presentation. 
 Pregnancy complications and obstetric suboptimality as risk factors for 

autism spectrum disorders in children of the Nurses’ Health Study II. Poster 
presentation. 

 
AWARDS AND DISTINCTIONS 
2013 Travel Award, Environmental Epidemiology Autism Research Network, IMFAR 
2012 Travel Award, Environmental Epidemiology Autism Research Network, IMFAR 
2010   Student Travel Award, IMFAR 
3/2008-3/2010  Fellowship Awardee, Autism Speaks Fellowship Grant 
9/2002-9/2004 Fellowship Awardee, NIMH Training Grant in Psychiatric Epidemiology 
2001   Cum Laude, Middlebury College 
2001   High Honors, Biology thesis, Middlebury College 
1996-1997  Cum Laude Society 
 
PEER REVIEW 
2016   Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders 
2016   Manuscript Reviewer, IJERPH 
2015   Manuscript Reviewer, Pediatric and Perinatal Epidemiology 
2015   Manuscript Reviewer, JAMA Pediatrics 
2015   Manuscript Reviewer, Autism Research 
2015   Manuscript Reviewer, British Journal of Nutrition 
2015   Manuscript Reviewer, Autism 
2014   Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders 
2014   Manuscript Reviewer, JAMA Psychiatry 
2014   Manuscript Reviewer, Pediatrics 
2013   Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Neurodevelopmental Disorders 
2013   Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders 
2013   Manuscript Reviewer, British Journal of Psychiatry 
2013   Manuscript Reviewer, Human Reproduction 
2013   Manuscript Reviewer, Clinico Economics and Outcomes Research 
2012   Manuscript Reviewer, Autism Research 
2012   Manuscript Reviewer, Environmental Health Perspectives 
2011   Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders 
 
PROFESSIONAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIPS 
2013-   Bay Area Autism Consortium (BAAC) 
2012-2014  International Society for Environmental Epidemiology (ISEE)  
2010-   International Society for Autism Research (INSAR) 
2007-2014  Society for Epidemiologic Research (SER) 
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
3/2016 Guest lecturer, Autism as a Public Health Problem, Drexel University  
 Topic: Are there known risk factors for ASD? 
8/2013 Guest lecturer, UC Davis Child Psychiatry Residents course in ASD 
 Topic: Environmental factors and the epidemiology of ASD 
4/2012 Lecturer, Epidemiology sessions for postdoctoral students and residents in the 

Autism Research Training Program, UC Davis. 
 Topics: Basic epidemiology, study design, and maternal reproductive risk 

factors for ASD. 
1/2012 Guest lecturer, undergraduate autism group, UC Davis. 
 Topic: Epidemiology of autism and prenatal risk factors for autism. 
10/2010-5/2013 Guest lecturer, undergraduate journal club, UC Davis.  

Topics: Prenatal risk factors for autism spectrum disorders; Infertility and 
autism spectrum disorders; Meta-analysis of assisted reproductive therapies 
and developmental disorders; Environmental toxins and ASD; ADHD and ASD. 

4/2011 Guest lecturer, SPH 255: Reproductive Epidemiology, UC Davis. 
 Topic: Epidemiology and health outcomes of infertility and fertility therapies. 
9/2008 Invited lecturer, Epidemiology of Psychiatric Disorders, Harvard School of 

Public Health.  
Topic: Autism: Diagnosis, epidemiology, and etiology. 

 
Teaching assistant, Harvard School of Public Health: 
2/2008-5/2008 Epidemiology 204: The Analysis of Case-Control and Cohort Studies 

Spring semester course, 100 students  
10/2006-12/2007 Epidemiology 202: Elements of Epidemiologic Research 

Fall semester course, 100 students  
9/05-10/06  Epidemiology 201: Principles of Epidemiology 

Fall semester course, 100 students  
7/05-7/08  Epidemiology 236: Analytical Aspects of Clinical Epidemiology 

2 month summer course, 50 students 
 
CONSULTING 
2012, 2015 Expert epidemiologist. Provided written statement and interpretation of 

scientific literature for litigation case regarding pharmacy error during 
pregnancy in mother of a child with autism. 

 


