
Presented by The Drexel University Office of 
Tax Compliance



NONRESIDENT ALIEN

VERSUS

RESIDENT ALIEN



NONRESIDENT ALIEN

• A student present in the U.S. for less than 5 calendar 
years under an F, J, M, or Q visa.

• A J-1 scholar, teacher, trainee, professor, or short-term 
visitor present in the U.S. for less than 2 years.



RESIDENT ALIEN

• An individual who is not a U.S. citizen, but is a lawful 
permanent resident (green card holder) or meets the 
requirements of the IRS Substantial Presence Test.

• File taxes using Form 1040 
like U.S. citizens. This 
presentation doesn’t 
apply.



NONRESIDENT ALIENS WITH U.S. SOURCE 
INCOME ARE REQUIRED TO FILE FORM 

1040NR APRIL 15, 2021.



IS IT OKAY TO USE TURBOTAX?

No. Most tax preparation websites are not capable of 
preparing tax returns for nonresident aliens. 



TYPES OF INCOME THAT ARE SUBJECT TO 
TAX IN THE U.S.

• Compensation (Salary/Wages)

• Scholarship/Fellowship Grant

• Independent Contractor Payments

• Living Allowances

• Honoraria, Consulting Fees

• Prizes and Awards

• Certain Travel Reimbursements



TAX DOCUMENTS NEEDED TO FILE YOUR 
INCOME TAX RETURN

• Form W-2

• Form 1042-S

• Form 1099



Not everyone will receive all of these documents. The tax 
documents you receive depends on the type(s) of U.S. source 
income you earned in the previous year.



WHAT IS 
FORM W-

2?

Issued annually by 
employers to their 

employees. 

Shows wages paid 
in the prior 

calendar year.

Also shows taxes 
already withheld 
and remitted on 

behalf of the 
employee. 



WHERE CAN I FIND MY DREXEL FORM 
W-2?

Form W-2 is released before January 31 each year. Drexel employees can 
retrieve their W-2 in DrexelOne under the Employee tab.

W-2 questions can be directed to the Drexel University Payroll Department.
• Email:  payroll@drexel.edu

• Phone:  215.895.2885

If you worked off-campus and have not received your W-2, you should contact 
your employer.  

mailto:payroll@drexel.edu


I DID NOT WORK IN 2020.
WILL I HAVE A 2020 FORM W-2?

No. You will not receive a 2020 Form W-2 if you 
did not work during the 2020 calendar year.



WHAT IS 
FORM 

1042-S? 

Annual tax statement 
used to report most 
payments and tax 

withholding to 
nonresident aliens.



SHOULD I HAVE A FORM 1042-S?

Not everyone receives a Form  1042-S. Drexel issues  
Form 1042-S to:

• Nonresident alien employees who had an income tax 
treaty in the prior year.

• Nonresident alien students who had a taxable 
scholarship in the prior year.



THE FORMS 1042-S ARE MAILED OR MADE 
AVAILABLE ELECTRONICALLY IN GLACIER BY 

MARCH 15. 



Form 1098-T is 
issued by colleges 
to their students.

It details tuition 
payments and 
related expenses 
received in the prior 
calendar year.

Nonresident aliens 
should keep a copy 
of Form 1098-T for 
their records, but it 
is not used to 
prepare nonresident 
alien income tax 
returns. 

FORM 1098-T



WHERE CAN I FIND MY FORM 1098-T?

Drexel students can retrieve their 1098-T on 
DrexelOne under the Billing and Financial Aid Tab. 

Any questions should be directed to Drexel Central.
• Email:  ask.drexel.edu
• Phone:  215.895.1600



NO INCOME? FORM 8843.

Form 8843 is an 
informational 
statement required by 
the U.S. government 
for certain 
nonresident aliens 
students, teachers and 
trainees.  



WHO MUST FILE FORM 8843?

Any individual that is:

• a nonresident alien

• present in the U.S. during the prior year

• present under F-1, F-2, J-1, or J-2 status

Even individuals who did not receive income in the prior 
year must file Form 8843.



WHAT IS AN ITIN?

An Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) 
is a tax processing number issued by the Internal 
Revenue Service to individuals who are required to 
have a U.S. taxpayer identification number but who 
do not have, and are not eligible to obtain a Social 
Security Number (SSN).  



HOW DO I APPLY FOR AN ITIN?

• Apply using Form W-7, Application for IRS Individual Taxpayer 
Identification Number.

• Attach W-7 to a valid federal income tax return

• Include your original proof of identity or copies certified by issuing 
agency* and foreign status documents.

*Contact the office of International Students and Scholars Services via email at 
isss@drexel.edu for certified copies and letter.

mailto:isss@drexel.edu


DO I NEED TO FILE A STATE TAX 
RETURN?

If you received a Form W-2 

with wages in box 16, you are 
required to file a state tax 

return.



Prepare on your own by accessing the forms or directly 
filing on the state website.

or

Visit Sprintax to prepare your state returns for a fee of 
$29.95.

HOW DO I FILE A STATE TAX 
RETURN?



THE PENNSYLVANIA INCOME TAX FORM IS THE PA-
40. IT IS DUE ON APRIL 15, 2021. 

https://www.revenue.pa.gov/OnlineServices/PersonalIncomeTaxe-
Services/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.revenue.pa.gov/OnlineServices/PersonalIncomeTaxe-Services/Pages/default.aspx


THE NEW JERSEY INCOME TAX FORM IS THE NJ-1040. 
IT IS DUE ON APRIL 15, 2021. 

https://www.njportal.com/Taxation/NJ1040/



GRADUATE RESEARCH FELLOWS

A Research Fellow is a full-time graduate student 
appointed for research directly related to the area in 
which their degree is to be conferred and in which 
equivalent research is required of all candidates as a 
condition for receiving such a degree. The stipend is 
subject to Federal income tax, but not Pennsylvania 
personal income tax.



GRADUATE RESEARCH FELLOWS

If box 16 of your W-2 has a zero or is blank – do not 
include the earnings from that W-2 on your 
Pennsylvania Tax Return.



CITY OF PHILADELPHIA TAX RETURN

There is generally no tax filing requirement for the City 
of Philadelphia if no additional City Wage Tax is due.

Wages paid to Graduate Assistants, Graduate Research Assistants, 
Graduate Teaching Assistants, and Graduate Research Fellows are 
taxable under Philadelphia income tax regulations (Phila. Income 

tax regulations § 203(j)).



IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE

Drexel University is not a tax advisor and cannot advise you 
personally about a tax matter or prepare your individual tax returns.  
Any tax information included in this workshop was not intended or 
written to be used, and it cannot be used by the taxpayer, for the 
purpose of avoiding any penalties that may be imposed on the 
taxpayer by any governmental taxing authority or agency.  
International students should seek tax advice based on their 
particular circumstances from an independent tax advisor.

These materials have been prepared for educational purposes only 
and do not constitute professional advice.



Drexel University
Office of Tax Compliance
Email:  nonresident_tax@drexel.edu

Office:  3201 Arch Street, Suite 420
Philadelphia, PA  19104

mailto:taxdept@Drexel.edu
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