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Computer, Software & Accessories Recommendations 2014-151
General Information:
As you know from your application and orientation, all Drexel students are strongly 
recommended to have access to a personal computer. While general computer specifications for 
the Westphal College can be found at www.drexel.edu/westphal/resources/technology/
ComputerRequirements/, the Graphic Design program recommends the purchase of additional 
hardware and software to better suit the requirements of your chosen course of study. Because 
the equipment and software in our program is based entirely on the Apple Macintosh platform, 
we recommend Apple products for our students. If you have any questions or concerns, please 
feel free to contact Bill Rees, Assistant Program Director, Graphic Design at the following: 
215-895-1836 / wbr24@drexel.edu. You can also download this document at the following 
address, www.drexel.edu/westphal/resources/technology/ComputerRequirements/, and scroll to 
the Graphic Design requirements link.

Various equipment and software can be purchased by logging onto your DrexelOne account. 
Directions can be found and general computer information on the following page, Drexel 
University’s IRT (Information Resources & Technology) www.drexel.edu/irt/

• We highly suggest upgrading the memory on the computer to the maximum possible. 
• Processor speed & hard drive capacity are a financial decision. 
• We STRONGLY recommend purchasing the Apple Care Protection Plan.

ALL PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
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Computers:
Every fall parents and students ask the Graphic Design faculty for advice on what type of equipment to purchase 
for use in our program. Depending on your financial ability, the following is a short list of questions to take into 
consideration before making your purchase.

Is a desktop or laptop better? What screen size is the best? Do I need more storage space?
Do I need an additional hard drive?

The best thing to do is visit an Apple store and test the equipment there before making your decision.  
You can also contact Bill Rees if you need further information. Contact information is listed on the previous page.

Apple iMacs and Laptops via apple.com



Drexel University, Graphic Design Program
Computer, Software & Accessories Recommendations 2014-153
Apple iMacs and Laptops via apple.com / Continued
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Login onto your Drexel One Account.

Click on the Drexel Tab.

Choose JourneryEd and/or eAcademy for  

Adobe CC & Microsoft Office 365 products.

Software:
The complete Adobe CC (Photoshop, Illustrator, 
InDesign, Dreamweaver, Flash, After Effects, Acrobat, 
etc) and Microsoft Office 365 are recommend but not a 
requirement. Adobe CC can be purchased via JourneyEd 
or Adobe.com and Microsoft Office 365 for Mac can also 
be purchased via JourneyEd. All of our Design Labs have 
the software installed for student use.

You can find additional support software by visiting’s 
Drexel’s IRT site,  
www.drexel.edu/irt/software/download/

The University offers direct links to software sites for 
students at huge discounts. Please follow the directions 
(pictured at right) to take advantage of these offers. 

ALL PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

You may also purchase  
Adobe CC via the Adobe.com
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Miscellaneous Equipment:
A digital camera is required, but not until your sophomore year. Please wait to purchase any equipment 
until that time. Your photography professor will have specific requirements concerning a camera. 

All labs are equipped with high-end color printers. A personal color printer is not required at this time.

In addition, we suggest having some way to transfer and access your files in and out of our design studios. A 
“cloud” base system such as DropBox or iCloud work great. You may also purchase a (16+ GB) USB Flash/
Thumb drive and/or a portable hard drive, 1TB or larger, for transferring files between personal computers and 
computers in our design studios. We have also provided support for various Wacom Tablets. Students find this 
tool helpful when developing projects for certain courses. Wacom Tablets are not taught or needed for any of 
our graphic design courses, and are a personal preference for some students.

Due to the ever changing demands of our course work and the graphic design field, an iPad is becoming more 
and more useful. The iPad is not a replacement to a desktop or laptop in our field but another tool to further 
develop and showcase your work and ideas. iPads are not used in our curriculum until the spring of your 
sophomore year and again are not a requirement. iPad recommendations can be provided when asked.

ALL PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

USB Flash Drive, External Hard 
Drive & Wacom tablets
via JourneyEd online store

Cloud storage (if you prefer a different 

company, please feel free to use them)
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The program has developed a “kit” for all graphic design freshmen that contains the necessary 
supplies for your design courses, and is available at a discount. All of the supplies will be required 
in many of your future courses within the graphic design program. If you keep the kit and its 
contents in good condition, you will not need to purchase these supplies again. You will receive 
further information on where and when to purchase the kit, at the beginning of September.

FRESHMAN/TRANSFERS ONLY

X-Acto Knife with cap

X-Acto Replacement Blades (100pk)

X-ACTO Surgrip Retractable Metal Utility Knife

Utility Replacement Blades (5pk)

Alvin 24” Steel T-Square with Ruler (No Cork)

18” Steel Ruler (No Cork)

Alvin 12” Alumni Triangle 45/90

Staedtler Studio Drawing Pencil Set  
(12 pencils)

6 Fine Black Sharpie Markers

6 Ultra Fine Black Sharpie Markers 

Prismacolor Erasers Set
 Kneaded Rubber
 Artgum
 Plastic

Best-Test Rubber Cement Pick-Up Eraser

Bestine 16oz

Alvin Sandpaper Block

Alvin 18X24 Mat Cutting Board

Alvin 6x14 Pouch for holding supplies

Plaza 23x31 Canvas Carry Bag with shoulder strap 
(Not Pictured)


