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CREDIT/CONFERENCE INFORMATION 
Educational Objectives
At the completion of this conference, participants will:
• Visualize perspectives from individuals serving life sentences;
• Identify gun violence as a product of culture and 

other determinants;
• Recognize the value of science in treating women and pregnant women; 
• Summarize the importance of community mental health and 

criminal justice collaboration;

Target Audience
• Clinical and Support Staff, Program Managers, Advocates, and 

Administrators
• Corrections, Probation/Parole, Prisons/Jails
• Specialized Mental Health Facilities, Specialized Drug and Alcohol 

Facilities
• Psychologists, Counselors, Social Workers, Nurses and Educators 

working in all systems.

Credit Information
APA (Psychology): Drexel University College of Medicine, 
Behavioral Healthcare Education is approved by the 
American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing 

education for psychologists. Drexel University College of Medicine, 
Behavioral Healthcare Education maintains responsibility for the 
program and its content. This program is being offered for up to 
12 hours of continuing education.    

LSW/LCSW/LPC/LMFT (PA SBSWE Licensed Social Workers 
in Pennsylvania): Drexel University College of Medicine is a pre-
approved provider of continuing education for Social Workers and 
Clinical Social Workers. This program is being offered for up to 
12 hours of continuing education.    

NBCC (National Counselors): “Drexel University College of 
Medicine/BHE is an NBCC-Approved Continuing Education Provider 
(ACEPTM) and may offer NBCC approved clock hours for events 
that meet NBCC requirements. The ACEP solely is responsible for 
all aspects of the program.” We can award a maximum of 12 hours 
of CE Credit.      

PA Educators Act 48: Drexel University College of Medicine, 
Behavioral Healthcare Education is recognized by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education to offer continuing education credits under 
Act 48 guidelines. Drexel University College of Medicine, Behavioral 
Healthcare Education adheres to Act 48 Continuing Education 
Guidelines. PA educators will receive a maximum of 12 hours of 
credit for attending this complete program.  

     

Occurring Disorders Professional (CCDP) and CCDP-D 
(Diplomate): Drexel University College of Medicine will award a 
maximum of 12 hours of PCB Approved Hours of Education for 

     

PA Nurses: Drexel University College of Medicine, Behavioral 
Healthcare Education is an approved provider of continuing 
nursing education by the PA State Nurses Association, an 
accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing 
Center’s Commission on Accreditation. Participants will be awarded 

a maximum of 12 contact hours for attending this program. 

CEU (IACET): Drexel University College of Medicine, 
Behavioral Healthcare Education has been accredited 
as an Authorized Provider by the International 

Association for Continuing Education and Training (IACET), 1760 
Old Meadow Road, Suite 500, McLean, VA 22102. In obtaining 
this approval, Drexel University College of Medicine, Behavioral 
Healthcare Education has demonstrated that it complies with 
the ANSI/IACET Standard which is widely recognized as the 
Standard of good practice internationally. As a result of their 
Authorized Provider accreditation status, Drexel University College 
of Medicine, Behavioral Healthcare Education is authorized to 
offer IACET CEUs for its programs that qualify under the ANSI/
IACET Standard. Drexel University College of Medicine, Behavioral 
Healthcare Education, is authorized by IACET to offer 1.2 CEUs for 
this conference. 

CPRP: Drexel University College of Medicine/BHE is approved 
by the Psychiatric Rehabilitation Association (Provider #107) to 

Practitioners. Drexel University College of Medicine/BHE maintains 
responsibility for the program and its content. This program is being 
offered for up to 12 hours of continuing education. 

Conference Etiquette

for all participants. Conference attendees should be aware that 
room temperatures will vary throughout the conference center. A 
light sweater or jacket is helpful when room temperatures become 
too cool. Participants are asked to turn off cell phones and beepers 
when attending a workshop, or to change them to a silent signal, 
if necessary. Please step outside of the room when responding to 
a page or a call.

Hotel Information
The conference will be held at the Hoiday Inn Grantville. A block 
of sleeping rooms has been reserved at the hotel for a rate of 
$89.00 per night single/double occupancy. This special rate is 
only guaranteed until October 29, 2017 and does not include the 
11% sales and occupancy tax. To make reservations, please call 
the Holiday Inn reservation desk at 1-866-379-7817. Be sure to 
mention the Forensic Conference.

Driving Directions To Holiday Inn, Grantville
From New York/New Jersey
George Washington Bridge to I-80 West. Take 287 South, to I-78 
West, to I-81 South. Located just off I-81, Hershey Exit 80. Right 
at top of ramp, and left into entrance.

From Philadelphia
Take PA Turnpike 76. Get off at Exit 19 and take 283 North, to 83 
North, to 81 North. Get off at Grantville Exit (Hershey Exit 80). 
Make left at top of ramp, and left into entrance.

From Baltimore/Washington
Take I-83 North to I-81 North. Located just off I-81, Hershey Exit 
80. Make left at top of ramp, and left into entrance.

From Pittsburgh
Take PA Turnpike 76. Get off at Exit 16, follow signs to I-81 North, 
Hershey Exit 80. Make left at top of ramp, and left into entrance.

• Review re-entry challenges experienced by persons as 
they return to their community.
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Dear Colleagues: 

Donna N McNelis 
Drexel University/BHE 
Conference Co-chair

William A Holt 
Conference Co-chair

Lance Couturier
DOC

Robert Dromboski 
PA DOC

Steve Long 
PMHCC

Randall Loss 
PA OVR

Robert Marsh 
PA DOC

 Jessica Penn Shires
PA OMHSAS

Greg Plotica
PA DOC

Liz Woodley 
PA Mental Health 

Consumers' Association

Fees include tuition, continental breakfasts, refreshment breaks and luncheons. 
the registration fee. Registration fee does not include overnight accommodations.
Refunds will be made up until ten (10) working days prior to the conference minus a $35.00 administrative fee. All refund 
requests must be submitted in writing. Substitute attendees are permissible with approval from the Registrar prior to the 
conference. NOTE: If you do not cancel and do not attend, you are still responsible for payment.

AM or junk mail, 
or feel free to contact us at 877-243-3033.

 
• Early Bird Rate (postmarked by 10/31/17): $265.00

• Conference Fee: $290.00

• One Day Fee: $160.00

This is the 25-year anniversary of the PA Forensic Rights and Treatment Conference.  The conference began humbly with a 
group of advocates who were concerned about treatment of mentally ill persons at Farview State Hospital.  From 1989 to 1995, 
Farview State Hospital and SCI Waymart operated as separate entities under the jurisdiction of two state agencies (DPW and 
DOC). In October 1995, Farview State Hospital, a maximum-security forensic psychiatric hospital, was placed under the 
jurisdiction of the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections and designated as a Forensic Treatment Center. The conference 
began during the period of joint ownership and the spirit of collaboration has strengthened throughout the years.  
We welcome you to this silver anniversary event.

CONFERENCE INFORMATION

CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
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 FACULTY LISTING

LORRAINE STUTZMAN AMSTUTZ 
MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE US, AKRON, PA

DANNY BEAUCHAMP
PMHCC/REGIONAL MH SERVICES COORDINATOR

NORRISTOWN, PA 

TINA BLOOM, PHD
KERULOS CENTER, JACKSONVILLE, OR

GA BRADSHAW, PHD
THE KERULOS CENTER
JACKSONVILLE, OREGON

FRED BROWN 
HOMEWOOD CHILDRENÍS VILLAGE, PITTSBURGH, PA

LANCE COUTURIER, PHD
PA DOC, (ANNUITANT), LITITZ, PA

HAZEL DACUS, MSW
DBHIDS, PHILADELPHIA, PA

DOMINICK DISALVO, MA, LPC
KIDSPEACE

OREFIELD, PA  

CHRISTINA M. FINELLO, JD, PHD
BUCKS COUNTY Human Services, DOYLESTOWN, PA 

WENDY FLANIGAN, MS
BUCKS COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF MH/DP, WARMINSTER PA

JEANNE FLAVIN, PHD
FORDHAM UNIVERSITY, NEW YORK CITY, NY

JAMES D. FOUTS, MSW, LSW
FORENSIC SYSTEMS SOLUTIONS, PHILADELPHIA, PA

MIRANDA L. GALBREATH, MA 
PA DOC-SCI ALBION, ERIE, PA 

THESPINA GODSHALK, MA, LPC
KIDSPEACE, OREFIELD, PA

MARLENE GREENE, MA
NHS HUMAN SERVICES, PHILADELPHIA, PA

SHARLENE IRVING, BA
DREXEL UNIVERSITY, PHILADELPHIA, PA

REV. JOHN KOWALCZYK, DTH
PA DOC-SCI WAYMART , WAYMART, PA

CHRISTINE MANCINI, MA
PA DOCÓSCI LAUREL HIGHLANDS, SOMERSET, PA

RAY MCMANAMON, MA, LPC
BUCKS COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF MH/DP, WARMINSTER, PA

ROBERT MARIN, MD
WESTERN PSYCHIATRIC INSTITUTE AND CLINIC, PITTSBURGH, PA

ELLEN MELCHIONDO
WOMEN LIFERS RESUME PROJECT OF PA , NEW HOPE PA

LT. VIRGIL MEYER
PA DOC-SCI DALLAS, DALLAS, PA

TRICIA MIKOLON, PHD
PA DOC-SCI WAYMART, WAYMART, PA  

REGINA MOLLETTE, MS 
TADISO, INC., PITTSBURGH, PA

CAROLYNN PERRY 
BUCKS COUNTY COURT ADMINISTRATION, DOYLESTOWN, PA

CODY J POERIO, MPH
ACTION WELLNESS, PHILADELPHIA, PA

PATRICIA POLOKA, MS
ALLEGHENY COUNTY & PITTSBURGH BUREAU OF POLICE

PITTSBURGH, PA

JASON JAMES RAINES, MPA, MBA
RAINES CONSULTING GROUP, ALLENTOWN, PA

FANTA M RICHARDSON, MHS
NHS HUMAN SERVICES

PHILADELPHIA, PA  

NICOLE RICHARDSON, MS
LENAPE VALLEY FOUNDATION, Doylestown, PA 

MELISSA RING, MA
MARYWOOD UNIVERSITY

SCRANTON, PA

ANA ROSADO, MSW
BUCKS COUNTY DRUG AND ALCOHOL COMMISSION, INC.

WARMINSTER, PA

MJ SCHMIDT, MA
BRAIN INJURY ASSOCIATION OF PA, CARLISLE, PA  

BARBARA SCHINDLER MD
DREXEL UNIVERSITY, PHILADELPHIA, PA

JESSICA SHIRES
DHS-OMHSAS, HARRISBURG, PA

STACY TEKELY, MS
JUSTICE RELATED SERVICES,

PITTSBURGH, PA

AARON THOMAS
ALLEGHENY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

PITTSBURGH, PA  

KRIS THOMPSON, LCSW 
LENAPE VALLEY FOUNDATION

Doylestown, PA

RHONDA TOMCAVAGE
PA DOC TRAINING ACADEMY

ELIZABETHTOWN, PA  

MONICA VACCARO, MS
BRAIN INJURY ASSOCIATION OF PA

CARLISLE, PA  

JACK WALMER, PHD
PA DOC, STATE COLLEGE, PA

JOY V WALTERS, MSW
PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT ATTORNEYÍS OFFICE

PHILADELPHIA, PA

WILLIE WEST
ALLEGHENY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

PITTSBURGH, PA

COLWIN WILLIAMS
PHILADELPHIA CEASEFIRE-TEMPLE UNIVERSITY

PHILADELPHIA, PA

JAMAR D. WILLIAMS
GREAT LAKES BEHAVIORAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE

PITTSBURGH, PA

PATRICIA WILSON, MS
THE FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF PA, COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

PHILADELPHIA, PA

MICHELLE WOLF, MFT
ERIE, PA

HOWARD ZEHR, PHD 
EASTERN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY, 

HARRISONBURG, VA



Page 

5

   

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2017

8:00am Registration and Continental Breakfast
8:45am – 9:00am Welcome and Overview, Donna N. McNelis, PhD

9:30am – 10:30am  Plenary Session I:  “Learning From Your First Life”
 

Howard Zehr, PhD
10:30am – 10:45am Break
10:45am – 12:00pm Plenary Session II:  “When Life Gives You Lemons”

 

Colwin Williams
12:00pm – 1:15pm Lunch and Awards Ceremony
1:15pm – 2:45pm Concurrent Workshop Session I:  W01 – W05 (3 Hour session – Part 1) 
2:45pm – 3:00pm Break
3:00pm – 4:30pm Concurrent Workshop Session II:  W11 – W15 ( 3 Hour session – Part 2) 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2017

8:00am Registration and Continental Breakfast
8:30am – 8:45am Welcome and Announcements – William A. Holt, MSS
8:45am – 9:15am OMHSAS State of the State – Acting Deputy Secretary – Ellen DiDominico
9:15am – 10:15am Plenary Session III:  “Justice for Pregnant and Parenting Women in the US: 

The Need for Science and Support, Not Punishment”
 

Jeanne Flavin, PhD
10:15am -10:30am Break
10:30am – 12:00pm Concurrent Workshop Session III: T21 – T26
12:00pm – 1:00pm  Lunch
1:00pm – 2:30pm  Concurrent Workshop Session IV: T31 – T35
2:30pm – 2:45pm Break
2:45pm – 4:15pm Concurrent Workshop Session V: T41 –T45
4:15pm  Evaluations and Adjournment

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

9:00am – 9:30am  DOC State of the State, Secretary John Wetzel   
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Joan B Gillece, PhD, is the Director of Trauma 
Informed Care and Alternatives to Seclusion and 
Restraint, National Association of State Mental 
Health Program Directors, Alexandria, VA. Dr. 
Gillece has thirty years of experience working in 
the behavioral health field with fifteen dedicated 
to trauma and six in prevention of seclusion and 
restraint. Working across agencies with a focus on 
adult and juvenile justice, she is developing trauma 
informed services in Correctional Settings. Dr. 
Gillece has championed the cause of full consumer 
integration and development of culturally 
competent programs using survivors in all aspects 
of trauma work. Prior to joining NASMHPD, Dr. 
Gillece served as Director of Special Populations 
for Maryland’s Mental Hygiene Administration 
where her responsibilities included all aspects 
of state mental health planning and delivery of 
services as well as development of collaboration 
across agencies serving individuals with 
psychiatric diagnoses.

Ben Laudermilch has recently been appointed 
to the position of Executive Housing Director 
of the Department of Human Services. With 
too many Pennsylvanians living in facilities, 
facing homelessness, or unable to afford their 
rent, Ben will oversee the implementation of the 
Department’s 5-year housing strategy. The goal is 
to leverage internal and external resources and to 
collaborate with all levels of government to make 
housing resources more accessible and available. 
This will help to connect Pennsylvanians with 
housing opportunities, expand affordable 
housing options, partner with local agencies, and 
pool resources. Prior to his appointment, Ben 
served as Executive Director of the Cumberland 
County Housing and Redevelopment Authorities 
and has more than 20 years of experience with 
community based organizations. Much of Ben’s 
work has centered on local/regional planning 
initiatives and the development of a robust 
housing plans as well as the development of 

low incoming housing tax credit projects and 
other community and economic development 
initiatives. He has also worked on several 
homeless initiatives across the country to develop 
housing and other opportunities for greater 
consumer self-sufficiency and economic growth.

Jonathan McVey serves as the Department 
of Human Services’ Executive Housing 
Coordinator. In this role, works closely 
with staff within DHS and other agencies to 
implement DHS Five Year Housing Strategy 
and is responsible for a number of key housing 
initiatives including the Section 811 Project 
Rental Assistance Demonstration, a TANF 
Rapid Re-housing Demonstration, and a 
Strengthening Medicaid Housing Related 
Services and Supports Workgroup.

Jennifer Storm was nominated by Governor Tom 
Corbett as Commonwealth Victim Advocate 
on Nov. 8, 2013, and she was confirmed by the 
state Senate on Dec. 10, 2013, to serve a six-year 
term. As Victim Advocate, she is responsible for 
representing the rights and interests of crime 
victims before the Board of Probation and Parole 
and the Department of Corrections and to provide 
notification to crime victims of the potential for 
inmate release, opportunity to provide testimony, 
and notification of the inmate’s movement within 
the correctional system. Further, Ms. Storm is 
responsible for advocating the interests of adult and 
juvenile crime victims throughout Pennsylvania. 
Prior to this appointment, Ms. Storm served for 
10 years as executive director of the Dauphin 
County Victim/Witness Assistance Program, 
a non-profit organization which provides 
direct services to victims of crime, community 
outreach and training in victim’s rights, and crisis 
response services. She has traveled the country 
giving keynotes, lectures, workshops, and panel 
discussions regarding victims’ rights, LGBT rights, 
addiction and recovery, and civil rights.

BiograPhies of Plenary sPeakers

Howard Zehr, PhD
Widely known as “the grandfather of restorative 
justice,” Dr. Zehr began as a practitioner and 
theorist in restorative justice in the late 1970s, 
the foundational stage of the field.  He has led 
hundreds of events in more than 25 countries and 
35 states, including trainings and consultations on 
restorative justice, victim-offender conferencing, 
judicial reform, and other criminal justice 
matters.  He has a BA from Morehouse College, 
a MA from the University of Chicago and a PhD 
from Rutgers University. In 1996 he joined the 
faculty of the Center for Justice & Peacebuilding, 
an international graduate program at Eastern 
Mennonite University.  In 2013 Zehr retired from 
active classroom teaching but continues to be 
involved in the field through the Zehr Institute 
of Restorative Justice at the Center for Justice & 
Peacebuilding, Eastern Mennonite University.  
His books include Changing Lenses: A New 
Focus for Crime and Justice, The Little Book of 
Restorative Justice, and three photo/interview 
books: Doing Life: Reflections of Men and 
Women Serving Life Sentences, Transcending: 
Reflections of Crime Victims and What Will 
Happen to Me (children of incarcerated parents).

Jeanne Flavin, PhD
Jeanne  Flavin  is a Professor of Sociology 
at  Fordham  University  in New York City.   She 
has a BA from the University of Kansas and 
MA and PhD from American University.  Her 
scholarship examines gender, crime, and justice. 
She wrote the award-winning  Our Bodies, Our 
Crimes: Policing Women’s Reproduction in 
America (NYU, 2009), is co-editor of Race, Gender, 
and Punishment: From Colonialism to the War 
on Terror  (Rutgers, 2007), and author of more 
than two dozen other scholarly publications. She 

accepted a Fulbright research award in 2009 to 
study gender, family, and crime in South Africa 
and was the 2013 recipient of a  Sociologists 
for Women in Society  award for social 
action.  Currently, Dr. Flavin serves on the board 
of directors for National Advocates for Pregnant 
Women, an organization that defends the rights 
and dignity of pregnant women, including those 
whose mental health, drug use, race, or poverty 
make them vulnerable to arrest and prosecution.  
Jeanne grew up on a farm in rural  Kansas. 
 
Colwin Williams 
Colwin Williams, an Outreach Worker for 
Philadelphia CeaseFire, speaks for change. He 
believes the youth of Philadelphia are killing 
themselves needlessly and senselessly. The 
biggest problem in his view, is that there are 
few black men to give the youth of Philadelphia  
the structure and tools necessary for them 
to be successful in society.  He uses his words 
to motivate his team, encourage North 
Philadelphians to rally for peace following 
shootings, and to resolve conflicts. According 
to Colwin, gun violence in Philadelphia is more 
complicated than a proliferation of weapons on 
the street, or blurbs on the 10 p.m. news. Gun 
violence is a product of a culture of violence.  
According to Colwin, “the streets don’t have 
any love at all. It’s a sick relationship. You would 
think it would be easy for someone to say,” I 
don’t want this lifestyle, but when it’s learned 
behavior it becomes a part of who you are.”
In addition to working at Temple University, 
Katz School of Medicine’s Philadelphia 
Ceasefire program, Colwin is a volunteer 
mentor for the Criminal Justice Center, a 
member of the City of Philadelphia’s Re-
Entry Think Tank and a motivational speaker. 
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WorkshoP desCriPtions

W02/W12
Suicide by Cop: Assessment, Interventions and 
Aftermath
James Fouts, LSW
Part one of this presentation will define Suicide by Cop, 
describe both the typical scenarios and the characteristics 
of the suicidal individual, and review the most frequently 
used interventions. We’ll have a table top exercise 
that assesses the scene and develops potential tactical 
interventions. Part Two of this presentation will: introduce 
post-incident considerations including key aspects of the 
post SbC shooting investigation, legal issues, and potential 
Police Officer reactions.

W03/W13
Going Deep: Making Progress with ‘Treatment 
Resistant’ Sex Abusers
Thomas Graves, PhD
Some of the toughest cases in working with people with 
problem sexual behavior are those whose sexual problems, 
whether pedophilia, sexual coercion entitlement, or 
noncontact offenses, are core to their identity. This session 
will first review an outline of solid, best-practice therapy, 
then focus on identifying and helping change the deeply 
held beliefs about self and the world that underlie a large 
portion of ‘treatment resistance’ in this population. We will 
also explore how mental health problems contribute to 
treatment inertia. 

CONCURRENT SESSION I

W04 (90 minute session)

1:15Pm – 2:45Pm
Peer Support within the Criminal Justice 
System (90 minute-1:15 to 2:45)
Liz Woodley
Stephen Durant
Information will be provided on the importance of Peer 
Support within the Criminal Justice System training and 
providing forensic peer support. Also described will be the 
work done by the Pennsylvania Mental Health Consumers’ 
Association through a three-year Statewide Consumer 
Network Grant awarded by the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). PMHCA 
works with Drexel University/Behavioral Health Education 
to enhance the forensic peer support training (FPS, Peer 
Support within the Criminal Justice System curriculum and 
to develop and implement a one-day training on Trauma 
Informed Care for Certified Peer Specialists and Recovery 
Specialists. An update on these trainings in PA will be 
provided by the trainers, interwoven with a sharing of their 
own personal recovery journeys.

NOVEMBER 29, 2017

9:00am – 9:15am

WelCome and announCements
Donna N. McNelis, PhD

9:15am – 10:30am
Plenary I - Understanding Impact of Trauma 
on Lives of Those We Serve
Joan Gillece, PhD

10:30am – 10:45am
Break

10:45am – 12:00Pm
Plenary II – Trauma, Addiction and 
Victimization: The Unspoken Cycle
Jennifer Storm

12Pm – 1:15Pm
Lunch and Awards Ceremony

1:15Pm – 4:30Pm
(2 Part Sessions – 3 hours)

CONCURRENT SESSION I/II

W01/W11

Challenges and oPPortunities: innovations in 
serving individuals With Behavioral health and 
forensiC needs
Edna McCutcheon, MSW; Phil Mader, MS; Patrick 
Marano, Esq; Marcia Hepner, CFE; Monica Bradbury; 
Joy V. Walters; Christy L. Giallella ; Luna K. Pattela; 
Renee Patten; John Stoltz, CFE; Jonna L. DiStefano; 
Bonnie Zuber, CSRE; Paul Grant, PhD; Ellen Inverso, 
PsyD ; Gabrielle Sassone, PsyD; Sue Martone
This presentation will provide an overview of the significant 
expansion of forensic services that have and continue 
to be developed within the Commonwealth both in the 
community as well as state hospital system to address 
the needs of individuals with both behavioral health and 
forensic needs. In addition to providing descriptions of 
the specific development, information will be provided 
regarding the essential and effective collaboration across 
systems.

8:45am – 9:00am 

Welcome and Announcements
Donna N. McNelis, PhD

9:00am – 9:30am

DOC State of the State
Secretary John Wetzel  
 
9:30am – 10:30am

Plenary I – Learning From Your First Life
Howard Zehr, PhD

10:30am – 10:45am

Break

10:45am – 12:00pm

Plenary II – When Life Gives You Lemons
Colwin Williams

12pm – 1:15pm

Lunch and Awards Ceremony

1:15pm – 4:30pm

CONCURRENT SESSION I/II  
(2 Part Sessions – 3 hours)

W01/W11
Brain Injury in Juvenile Justice Youth: A 
Hidden Disability
Monica Vaccaro, MS; MJ Schmidt, MA
 
Research indicates that brain injury is over-represented 
in the criminal justice system.  Whether acquired through 
accident, disease or multiple injuries across time, brain 
injury affects individuals in profound ways.  Often 
undiagnosed in this population, brain injury can affect 
academic and vocational success as well as both risk and 
responsivity to treatment.  This session will provide basic 
education on brain injury, discuss literature on prevalence 
and effect of brain in jury on youth in the system, and will 
describe a grant-funded project which seeks to identify and 
assist those youths.  Screening tools and possible resources 
will also be discussed.

W02/W12
Community MH 101:  What’s Out There  
Danny Beauchamp, BS, Stacy Tekely, MS;  
Hazel Dacus, MSW; Jessica Shires
 
This presentation will provide an overview of the variety 
of mental health treatment and support services available 
in the community mental health system. Details about 
the types of services, methods of treatment, and the 
criteria needing to be met for an individual to be referred 

will be discussed. Participants will be able to summarize 
community-based behavioral health services, compare 
different levels of care, and understand the necessary 
criteria to refer a person for services. A panel discussion 
will ensue with information about the requirements of the 
county referral and the reentry planning process. 
 
W03/W13
How to Minister and Navigate with the 
Religiously Fixated Inmates
Rev. John Kowalczyk, DTh
 
In working with inmates, one will be confronted with 
individuals who have religious fixation or a religious 
delusional system.  To navigate and carefully minister and 
separate the emotional and spiritual needs and at the same 
time affirm the dignity of the person, while maintaining 
custody and control, takes a good deal of work.  This session 
will explore venues afforded as a contract Chaplin working 
at SCI Waymart.  This experience is garnered from 30 
years in the field and development of over eight thousand 
preliminary religious assessment for the treatment teams. 

W04/W14
Tapping into Opportunities at the Front Door: 
Promising Diversion Strategies at Intercept 2 
Christina M. Finello, JD, PhD;  Kris Thompson, MSW; 
Carolynn Perry, BA; Wendy Flanigan, MS; 
Ana Rosado, MSW; Nicole Richardson; Ray McManamon, 
MA, LPC
 
Intercept 2 may hold the most unrealized potential for 
diversion. Bucks County has leveraged that opportunity to 
increase access to quality community-based services. This 
session will provide an overview of the Magisterial District 
Judge Mobile Engagement Pilot. Efforts will be highlighted 
that describe the planning, implementation, and outcome 
tracking for this pilot. The panel will discuss how this initiative 
has connected individuals to treatment and community 
supports, working in conjunction with the court system.

W05/W15
Social Determinants of Arrest and Incarceration: 
Perspectives of Community and Professional 
Stakeholders
Robert Marin, MD; Fred Brown; Regina Mollette, MS; 
Aaron Thomas; Willie West
 
This workshop presents the aims and conclusions of the 
recent conference, “Correcting Corrections: Road Map 
to the Mental Health of Our Communities,” organized by 
the Center for Public Service Psychiatry of UPMC.   The 
conference brought together community, correctional, and 
behavioral health stakeholders, including people with lived 
experience as inmates. The conference’s main themes 
were the social determinants of personal and community 
wellbeing and their relationship to addiction, mental illness, 
and the risk of arrest and incarceration.
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will first review an outline of solid, best-practice therapy, 
then focus on identifying and helping change the deeply 
held beliefs about self and the world that underlie a large 
portion of ‘treatment resistance’ in this population. We will 
also explore how mental health problems contribute to 
treatment inertia. 

CONCURRENT SESSION I

W04 (90 minute session)

1:15Pm – 2:45Pm
Peer Support within the Criminal Justice 
System (90 minute-1:15 to 2:45)
Liz Woodley
Stephen Durant
Information will be provided on the importance of Peer 
Support within the Criminal Justice System training and 
providing forensic peer support. Also described will be the 
work done by the Pennsylvania Mental Health Consumers’ 
Association through a three-year Statewide Consumer 
Network Grant awarded by the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). PMHCA 
works with Drexel University/Behavioral Health Education 
to enhance the forensic peer support training (FPS, Peer 
Support within the Criminal Justice System curriculum and 
to develop and implement a one-day training on Trauma 
Informed Care for Certified Peer Specialists and Recovery 
Specialists. An update on these trainings in PA will be 
provided by the trainers, interwoven with a sharing of their 
own personal recovery journeys.

NOVEMBER 30, 2017

9:00am – 9:15am

WelCome and announCements
Donna N. McNelis, PhD

9:15am – 10:30am
Plenary I - Understanding Impact of Trauma 
on Lives of Those We Serve
Joan Gillece, PhD

10:30am – 10:45am
Break

10:45am – 12:00Pm
Plenary II – Trauma, Addiction and 
Victimization: The Unspoken Cycle
Jennifer Storm

12Pm – 1:15Pm
Lunch and Awards Ceremony

1:15Pm – 4:30Pm
(2 Part Sessions – 3 hours)

CONCURRENT SESSION I/II

W01/W11

Challenges and oPPortunities: innovations in 
serving individuals With Behavioral health and 
forensiC needs
Edna McCutcheon, MSW; Phil Mader, MS; Patrick 
Marano, Esq; Marcia Hepner, CFE; Monica Bradbury; 
Joy V. Walters; Christy L. Giallella ; Luna K. Pattela; 
Renee Patten; John Stoltz, CFE; Jonna L. DiStefano; 
Bonnie Zuber, CSRE; Paul Grant, PhD; Ellen Inverso, 
PsyD ; Gabrielle Sassone, PsyD; Sue Martone
This presentation will provide an overview of the significant 
expansion of forensic services that have and continue 
to be developed within the Commonwealth both in the 
community as well as state hospital system to address 
the needs of individuals with both behavioral health and 
forensic needs. In addition to providing descriptions of 
the specific development, information will be provided 
regarding the essential and effective collaboration across 
systems.

8:30am – 8:45am

Welcome and Announcements
William A. Holt, MSS

8:45am – 9:15am

OMHSAS State of the State 
Acting Deputy Secretary Ellen DiDominico

9:15am – 10:15am

Plenary III – Justice for Pregnant and Parenting 
Women in the U.S.: The Need for Science and 
Support, Not Punishment
Jeanne Flavin, PhD

10:15am – 10:30am

Break

CONCURRENT SESSION III
10:30am – 12:00pm

T21
Emotional Intelligence for Law Enforcement
James D. Fouts, MSW, LSW

The greatest dilemma a Police Officer has is: Anyone 
you deal with may attack you, some are more likely to 
attack than others, you’re not sure who it is or when it 
might happen, yet you’re called to be professional and 
approachable to build trust and cooperation.  Emotional 
Intelligence teaches skills that develop awareness of 
your emotions, manage your emotions, read others’ 
emotions and manage the relationships needed to Police 
in the 21st Century.  

T22
Trauma Informed Principles of Care with 
LGBTQ People in the Criminal Justice System
Miranda L. Galbreath, MA; Michelle Wolf, MFT 

This presentation consists of five authors perspectives 
working with LGBTQ people who are involved in the 
criminal justice system.  The presentation will include 
various components of working with LGBTQI people 
including the basic vocabulary of sexual orientation, 
and gender identity/expression (SOGIE), common 
attitudes and behaviors encountered , common traumas 
experienced and principles of trauma informed care 
and a discussion of current and emerging policies and 
procedural considerations.  

T23
Problem Solving Courts, Real Solutions: The 
First Judicial District Mental Health Court
Patricia Wilson, MS; Joy V Walters, MSW

This presentation will present an overview of the First 
Judicial District Mental Health Court; details of the day to 
day operations and how the court has expanded since its 
inception.  A summary of the collaborative partnerships 
among the various agencies will be discussed as well 
as the court’s treatment tracks and monitoring of those 
tracks.  In addition, several cases will be discussed, and 
efficacy and outcome data will be reviewed. 
 

T24
ReLink: Expanded Reentry Services for Justice 
Involved Minority Youth
Cody J Poerio, MPH 

Since 1991, Action Wellness has maintained a presence 
in the Philadelphia county jails to help people with 
HIV access medical care, social services and support, 
both pre-and post-release trough the Philadelphia 
Linkage Program.  In 2016, as part of the DHS Office 
of Minority Health’s ReLINK initiative, Action Wellness 
expanded its longstanding and successful programming, 
to assist in smoothening the reentry of justice-involved 
African American, Hispanic/Latino, and other minority 
individuals between the ages of 18 and 26 with chronic 
conditions. Our workshop will be a review and discussion 
of our expanded ReLink Care Coach Program model, its 
implementation and development as well as lessons 
learned throughout our first year of programming. 
 

T25
When Clients Stalk: Ethical Implications and 
Solutions for Practitioners
Jack Walmer, PhD; Melissa Ring, MSW

This workshop will discuss the types of behaviors that 
constitute the crime of stalking in Pennsylvania law, 
outline the reasons that clients stalk therapists, as 
well as the ethical and safety implications that come 
with being a victim of this crime.  Practical response 
options, especially proactive preventative strategies will 
be presented.  Participant sharing of their own examples 
and experiences, if desired, will be encouraged.  
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t32
Outside In: An Insider’s Perspective
Jamar D Williams
One of the most challenging issues that we face today is 
restoring the lives of those being released from incarceration. 
By using the lens of a forensic peer specialist, this session 
will traverse through the complexities of successful re-
entry. Attendees will gain an understanding of the world 
through the eyes of re-entrants. We will continue by 
sharing what I inject into the classroom through utilizing 
evidenced-based curriculum, re-evaluate how our beliefs 
impact the population, and discuss ways to implement the 
information shared.

t33
Alternatives to Restrictive Housing: Research, 
Trends, Litigation, and Practice
Lucas Malishchak, DBA
Robert Marsh, PsyD
The use of Restrictive Housing in the corrections industry 
is changing. In response, Pennsylvania has created 
alternatives to restrictive housing. At the completion of 
this workshop, participants will be able to discuss recent 
industry perspectives on research, trends, litigation, and 
practices associated with alternatives to restrictive housing. 
Participants will also be able to summarize relevant 
research findings and define specific systemic responses 
of the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections to address 
relevant litigation.

t34
Working Together for Women
Jordan Seidle, MBA, MA, LPC
Working Together for Women (WTW), a gender-sensitive, 
trauma-informed program was created in 2014 in 
Philadelphia, PA to provide addiction and psychiatric 
recovery-focused treatment combined with community-
based outreach, peer support and case management 
for women being released from Philadelphia’s Riverside 
Correctional Facility. WTW’s goals are to help incarcerated 
women with a history of substance use disorders (~70%), 
many with coexisting psychiatric and medical disorders, 
navigate their challenging reentry and reintegration into 
the community, promote retention in addiction treatment, 
facilitate reunification with children/families, and reduce 
relapse and recidivism rates, up to 50% at two years for 
drug offenses alone.

WorkshoP desCriPtions

t24
Fake It to Make It: Malingering Detection 
Strategies for a Correctional Setting
Matthew J Mauriello, MA
Andrea Brannen, MA
As awareness of and services for inmates with mental 
health concerns expands as does the attraction of how 
these can be misappropriated by some inmates to achieve a 
non-treatment, personal objective. Ferreting out symptom 
exaggeration and poor effort, including malingering, have 
always been part of the forensic clinical landscape, but now 
are more exigent than ever with the demands and limits 
of correctional mental health staff. This workshop will help 
clinicians walk away with useable detection strategies.

t25
Community MH 101 – What’s Out There for 
Returning Citizens?
Daniel Beauchamp, BS
Hazel Dacus, MSW
Stacy Tekley, MS
This session will provide an overview of the variety of 
mental health treatment and support services available 
in the community mental health system for returning 
citizens. Details about the types of services, methods 
of treatment, and the criteria needing to be met for an 
individual to be referred will be discussed. Participants 
will be able to summarize mental health services available 
in the community, compare and contrast different levels 
of care, and understand the criteria to refer a person for 
services.

11:45 to 12:45
Lunch

CONCURRENT SESSION V

12:45Pm – 2:15Pm

t31
The Self Awareness Graduate Education 
Program (SAGE)
William A Sorrels, MEd
This presentation will provide participants with information 
about the Self Awareness Graduate Education (SAGE) 
program. The SAGE program, which is offered by Pittsburgh 
Mercy at the Allegheny County Jail, provides individuals 
who have successfully completed the Thinking For A Change 
program with an opportunity to meet in a structured and 
supportive group environment where they can: solidify, 
and enhance, that which they have learned in the Thinking 
For A Change program; become more aware (re: self-
awareness) of their potential, and ability, to improve the 
quality of their life.

T26
Re-entry Challenges for Women: The Working 
Together for Women Experience
Barbara Schindler, MD; Sharlene Irving, BA
 
Working Together for Women (WTW), a gender-sensitive, 
trauma-informed program was created in 2014 in Philadelphia, 
PA to provide addiction and psychiatric recovery-focused 
treatment combined with community-based outreach, peer 
support and case management for women being released 
from incarceration. WTW’s goals are to help incarcerated 
women with a history of substance use disorders, many with 
coexisting psychiatric and medical disorders, navigate their 
challenging reentry and reintegration into the community, 
promote retention in addiction treatment,  facilitate 
reunification with children/families, and reduce relapse and 
recidivism. Addressing these reentry needs was equally 
as challenging for the program and treatment staff. This 
workshop will delineate the challenges faced by both 
reentering women and their families and the WTW staff and 
solutions developed to meet these challenges.
 

12:00pm – 1:00pm 
LUNCH
 

CONCURRENT SESSION IV
1:00pm – 2:30pm
 

T31
Elephants in the Forest: A Nature-based 
Prisoner Re-Entry Program
Tina Bloom, PhD; GA Bradshaw, PhD
 
A key challenge that former prisoners face is cultivating 
psychosocial development and skills that lead to meaningful, 
positive and grounded lives.  A re-entry program that uses 
science and natural history of elephants, orcas, sharks 
and other animals will be presented.  The goal of this 
program is to teach prisoners self-development, empathy, 
stress regulation and interpersonal skills including facial 
and emotional recognition.  

T32
Why Continuous Improvement Tools and 
Systems Produce Poor Results in a Forensic 
Treatment Setting.
Jason James Reines, MPA, MBA
 
No matter how hard a provider may try, their continuous 
improvement efforts may not reach the goals the court or 
advocates may wish. Research has found a list of common 
barriers which prevents different continuous improvement 
methods from reaching their true potential.  Participates 
will learn how avoided those barriers and maximize the 
effectiveness of treatment to forensic patients using 
different continuous improvement methods. 

T33
Reflections of men and women serving life 
sentences: 25 years later
Howard Zehr, PhD; Lance Couturier, PhD; Lorraine 
Stutzman Amstutz; Ellen Melchiondo
 
Approximately 25 years ago Howard Zehr conducted 
structured interviews and took portrait photographs 
with 58 men and women offenders in the PA DOC. 
These interviews and photos are presented in Doing life: 
reflections of men and women serving life sentences. In 
2017 the presenter completed follow-up interviews and 
photographs with 25+ of the previous participants at 
SCI-Graterford, Muncy, Cambridge, and Camp Hill who 
were still incarcerated. This workshop will present those 
new portraits and summarize some the themes: many 
the men and women work as Certified Peer Specialists, 
train helper dogs, and talk about other strategies to “give 
back to society.” Results will be discussed considering Erik 
Erickson’s 7th and 8th stages of psychosocial growth.

T34
Re-entry Revision: Learning from the Past, 
Preparing for the Future
Jamar D Williams
 
In this workshop, we will shatter the re-entry horizon 
of yesteryear through the perspective of one who 
successfully re-entered society. We begin with taking 
a glimpse at the ineffective methods surrounding the 
history of pre/post-release before focusing on the 
present practices that have gained traction today. 
But most importantly, we will direct our gaze toward 
the future horizon of re-entry, learning how to restore 
countless lives utilizing a humanistic approach.
 

T35
Successful Sexual Issues Treatment 
Completion in as Little as 6 Months: The 
Benefit of Trauma Informed Approached
Dominick DiSalvo, MA, LPC; Thespina Godshalk, MA, 
LPC
 
Learn the five advantages of a treatment approach based 
on a data driven trauma informed model, including a 
reduction in overall length of stay for clients with sexual 
issues.  This session includes a case study of an individual 
who completed the redesigned program in six months 
and returned home including an innovative approach to 
aftercare.  Successful treatment is holistic, infusing the 
principles of healthy community interactions, evidence 
based interventions and life skills development.  
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t35
Collaboration: The Essential Tools for Systems 
Change
Tory Bright, BA; Dave Dinich; Michelle Baxter; Daniel 
Beauchamp, BS; Jim Fouts, LSW; Heidi Fueher, MSW, 
LSW
The Forensic Interagency Task Force (FITF) was founded 
in 1996 by family members of individuals with mental 
illness who were in the criminal justice system. These 
family members were advocating for better treatment 
for their loved one both in the state and county prisons, 
as well as community alternatives to incarceration. This 
group was successful in bringing together officials from 
the state Departments of Corrections, Probation and 
Parole, Mental Health, as well as county mental health 
administrators, providers, and other interested parties. 
The FITF successfully initiated new programs, including 
those treating co-occurring disorders, and saw, in many 
cases for the first time, collaboration among parties as 
common goals were identified. The recent work of the FITF 
has been addressing reentry of persons from state prisons. 
This presentation will focus and highlight the “FITF reentry 
subcommittee” efforts and accomplishments.

2:15Pm to 2:30 Pm
Break

CONCURRENT SESSION VI

2:30Pm to 4:00Pm

t41
Active Shooter! Active Shooter in the School! 
How You Can Predict, Prevent, Prepare, and 
Protect Your Children from the Unthinkable
Kenneth B Cairns, PhD
Unfortunately, school shootings have become far too 
common in recent years. This presentation will first review 
what can be learned from the tragic events at Columbine 
High School, Virginia Tech University and Sandy Hook 
Elementary School. The presentation will introduce a 
four-phase model of Prediction (by means of specific “Red 
Flags), Prevention (by means of immediate, anonymous 
notification), Preparation (by means of education and 
training) and finally Protection (in terms of physical plant 
modifications and procedural changes) in order to aid in 
preventing further such tragedies.

WorkshoP desCriPtions

t42
How to Successfully Use Data and Analytics 
to Improve the Treatment of Adjudicated 
Adolescents and Adults
Jason James Raines, MPA, MBA
Everyone talks about data, but what does that mean for 
the provider or the adjudicated youth. This presentation 
will teach you how to appropriately collect and use data to 
improve the treatment of those in your care. Participants 
will identify how to recognize when data is misrepresented 
or collected incorrectly to avoid a negative impact on the 
youth. More importantly participants will learn how to 
use simply analytics to create more effective treatment 
program. 

t43
Examining Trauma Intervention for the 
Criminal Justice Population
Valrie Fowler, PhD
There is growing need for employing evidence-based 
approaches within the criminal justice system. This 
presentation will explore trauma, its origin, and examine 
the impact of trauma on individuals connected the criminal 
justice system. This session will examine the evidence-
based intervention, Seeking Safety, by exploring its 
advantages as ways to integrate this treatment approach 
into current delivery of services.

t44
Residential Reentry and Treatment for 
Native American Indians: A Blend of CBT and 
Culturally Sensitive Programming
Jordan Weisman, PsyD
Working with Native American tribes in Casper, Wyoming, 
CEC has developed a unique blend of Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy (CBT) and the Therapeutic Community approach 
embracing Native American processes which include 
drumming circles, sweat lodges, smudging, and specific 
curricula which incorporate beliefs and spirituality. This 
workshop will review the culturally sensitive treatment 
regimen, allowing participants to evaluate cultural issues 
within treatment programs, construct programming which 
blends evidenced based practices and cultural sensitivity, 
and implement programming with respect to diversity.

t45
Fostering a Learning Environment for the 
Mentally Ill
Heidi Fuehrer, MSW
As the number of mentally ill individuals entering the 
forensic system increases, professionals are tasked with 
the unique challenge of providing educational as well as 
treatment services. How is the needed education presented? 
Most importantly, the individual must be able to implement 
the teachings into their life? Continually, this presentation 
will explore how to recognize an individual who may be 
struggling from a mental illness in the learning environment, 
the effects of mental illness on ones learning potential, and 
recommendations to enhance the learning process.

Concurrent Session V
2:45pm- 4:15pm
 

T41
LGBTQIA+ 4 L. E.?  10-4!
Patricia Poloka, MS

The LGBTQIA+ community must be treated with dignity 
and respect by law enforcement officers.  Police agencies 
not providing appropriate training may find themselves 
with unintended consequences while LGBTQIA+ 
individuals suffer trauma from improper treatment by 
law enforcement officers.  Targets of violence by non-
affirming family members and victims of hate crimes may 
lead to health disparities and mental health concerns 
such as anxiety, depression, vulnerable homeless youth 
and suicidal ideation.  
 

T42
All Paws on Deck:  An Introduction to Service 
Dogs, Therapy Dogs, Courthouse Dogs and 
Emotional Support Animals.
Miranda L. Galbreath, MA

Service Animals, Therapy Dogs, Courthouse Dogs and 
Emotional Support Animals provide unique opportunities 
for individuals involved in the criminal justice system.  
This workshop will assist participants in understanding 
the specific supports and benefits provided by each type 
of animal, the training and development process for 
each type of animal and the rights granted to individuals 
working with these animals.  This workshop will also 
review several types of prison puppy programs currently 
in existence in POA. 
 

T43
 Successful Transition from Prison to Residential 
Program
Fanta M Richardson, MHS; Marlene Greene, MA

When individuals with mental health disabilities enter 
the Philadelphia Correctional System, their discharge 
planning begins.  This presentation will describe the 
transition from the Forensic Rehabilitative Residence 
(CPR) in Philadelphia.  At times, the re-entry initiative 
can pose a challenge for all parties involved.  Our goal is 
to walk the attendees through the process from receiving 
the TOP referral, the interview process, the admission 
process and the post admission challenges.  In addition, 
the techniques needed to maneuver through the various 
systems will be discussed.  
 
 
 
 
 

T44
“4 plays” of Crisis De-escalation in Corrections
Rhonda Tomcavage; Lt. Virgil Meyer 
 
This session is designed to provide an understanding of 
CIT in a correctional setting. During the presentation 
participants will gain a brief overview of the Memphis 
model of CIT, how it was created, and how it is currently 
being implemented in a Correctional setting. Participants 
will be able to identify signs of a crisis, become familiar 
with the “4 plays” of de-escalation and learn effective 
tools in dealing with offenders in crisis to minimize 
the use of force and enhance safety for offenders and 
correctional staff. 

T45
Corrections Fatigue: Implications for 
Administrators and Staff
Tricia Mikolon, PhD

Corrections fatigue is the cumulative impact of the social 
environment on correctional staff resulting in detrimental 
physical, emotional and psychological issues.  The impact 
of the social environment on staff, with highlights from 
a study completed by the presenter and corrections 
officers will be discussed.  Group differences on specific 
aspects of the social environment will be examined and 
implications for both administrators and staff will be 
highlighted.  

In order to be 
environmentally conscious,  

attendees will be able to  
electronically access handout 
slides prior to the conference.  
Information on how to access  

will be mailed to you upon  
confirmation of your  

registration.
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