
Curriculum Vitae (updated December 18, 2013) ▪ Richardson Dilworth 
 
Contact Information 
 
Drexel University ▪ Department of History and Politics ▪ Philadelphia, PA 19104-2875  
Phone: 215-895-2471 ▪ Fax: 215-895-6614 ▪ Email: dilworth@drexel.edu
 
Education 
 

• Ph.D. in political science, Johns Hopkins University, 2001 
• B.S., magna cum laude, economics major, Stern School of Business, New York University, 1993 

 
Professional Appointments 
 

Full- time, permanent 
• Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA: 

o Director, Center for Public Policy (including the M.S. degrees in Public Policy and 
Environmental Policy), 2009- 

o Associate Professor of Political Science, 2007- 
o Assistant Professor of Political Science, 2002-2007 

 
Visiting, part-time 
• Senior Advisor, Econsult Solutions, Inc., Philadelphia, 2011- 
• Faculty Fellow, Great Works Symposium, Pennoni Honors College, Drexel University, 2010-2011 
• Visiting Scholar, Center for Environmental Policy, Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, 

2009  
• Visiting Scholar, Legislative Office for Research Liaison (LORL), Pennsylvania House of 

Representatives, 2008 
• Visiting Assistant Professor of Political Science, Drexel University, 2001-2002 
• Visiting Instructor of Political Science, Temple University, Philadelphia, 2000-2001 
• Adjunct Lecturer, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, City University of New York, 1999-2000  
• Adjunct Lecturer, Wagner College, Staten Island, NY, Summer 1999   
• Teaching Assistant for American Politics, Johns Hopkins University, 1996-1997 

 
Teaching 
 

Graduate courses (all Drexel) 
• Institutional Dynamics of the Policy Process. Taught five times, Fall 2009-Fall 2013. 
• Case study tutorials (1 credit each). Both online and face-to-face tutorials in which students in the 

M.S. in Public Policy program propose and write research papers. Taught every term, Fall 2009-
Fall 2013. 

• Municipal Policy Innovation. Course taught jointly at Drexel and in China at Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University, with students from both schools. Summer 2013. 

• Water Politics and Policy. Taught three times, Winter 2004-Summer 2008. 
• Vital Systems of Cities. Taught twice, Winter 2005 and Spring 2007. 
• Science and Technology Policy. Taught once, Winter 2004. 
• Politics of Infrastructure in the 20th Century United States. Taught once, Fall 2001. 
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Undergraduate courses (all Drexel, unless indicated otherwise) 
• American Government. Taught 29 times under various titles at: Drexel, Fall 2001-Fall 2013; 

Temple, Fall 2000 and Spring 2001; and John Jay, Fall 1999 and Spring 2000. Taught three times 
as an online course, Drexel, Summer 2009-Winter 2010. 

• Great Works Symposia (combined public lecture series with co-taught courses): “Political 
Development in American Cities,” co-taught with Michael Fortner and Brendan Boyle, Spring 
2011; “Vital Systems of Cities,” with Robert Stokes and Patrick Gurian, Fall 2010; “Energy and 
the Green City,” with Dan Moscovici and Jerry Mead, Spring 2010; “Future Philadelphia,” with 
Scott Knowles and Gwen Shaffer, Summer 2007; “Physical Philadelphia,” with Scott Knowles 
and Patrick Gurian, Drexel, Winter 2006. 

• State and Local Government. Taught three times at Drexel, Winter 2007, Fall 2008, and Winter 
2012; co-taught twice at Drexel with Herbert Vederman, Fall 2004 and Spring 2005; taught twice 
at Temple, Fall 2000 and Spring 2001. 

• City in US Political Development. Taught seven times under various titles, Winter 2002-Spring 
2010; taught once as a “mini-course” at the University of Tirana, Albania, Spring 2004. 

• American Political Thought. Taught once, Spring 2010. 
• Introduction to Political Science. Taught seven times, Winter 2002-Winter 2007; Co-taught three 

times with Christian Hunold and Joel Oestreich, Fall 2001-Spring 2002.  
• American Policy Process. Taught once, Spring 2003. 
• Race, Gender, and Politics. Taught once, Spring 2002. 
• Intellectual Heritage. Core liberal arts course, taught twice at Temple, Fall 2000 and Spring 2001. 
• Machine Politics in New York. Taught once as an independent study at Wagner, Summer 1999. 

 
Publications 
 

Books, authored 
• Dilworth, R. 2005. The Urban Origins of Suburban Autonomy. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 

University Press.  
o Winner, 2006 best book award, Urban Politics Section, American Political Science 

Association. 
o Reviewed in: History and Technology 23 (September 2007): 311-313; Environmental 

History 12 (April 2007): 417-418; Urban Affairs Review 42 (March 2007): 593-595; 
Journal of Urban Affairs 29 (February 2007): 104-106; City and Community 5 (September 
2006): 347-350; Journal of the American Planning Association 72 (Autumn 2006): 511; 
Perspectives on Politics 4 (March 2006): 180-181; Journal of Planning, Education, and 
Research 25 (December 2005): 222-224; Choice, December 2005; Political Science 
Quarterly 120 (Winter 2005): 704-706; Minnesota Law Review 90 (2005): 459-499; Legal 
Affairs, September/October 2005; EH.Net Economic History Services, January 4, 2005.  

 
Books, edited and co-edited 
• Palus, C., and Dilworth, R., eds. 2016 (expected). Guide to Urban Politics and Policy. Under 

contract with Sage/CQ Press. 
• Borowiak, C., Dilworth, R. and Reynolds, A., eds. 2014 (expected). Exploring Cooperatives: 

Economic Democracy and Community Development in Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. 
Madison: University of Wisconsin-Extension Publications. 
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Books, edited and co-edited, continued 
• Dilworth, R., ed. 2011. Cities in American Political History. Washington, DC: CQ Press. 

o Winner, 2011 PROSE award for best single-volume reference in humanities and social 
sciences, Professional and Scholar Publishing Division of the Association of American 
Publishers. 

o Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2012. 
o Reviewed in: Booklist 108 (January 1-15, 2012): 64; Choice, March 2012; Library Journal 

136 (December 2011): 156. [Cato?]  
• Dilworth, R., ed. 2009. The City in American Political Development. New York: Routledge. 

o Reviewed in: Urban Affairs Review 45 (July 2010): 836-838; Perspectives on Politics 8 
(March 2010): 357-359; Urban History 38 (December 2011): 492-494. 

• Dilworth, R., ed. 2006. Social Capital in the City: Community and Civic Life in Philadelphia. 
Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2006. 

o Reviewed in: Journal of Urban History 36 (September 2010): 709-717; Commonwealth 15 
(September 2009): 105-107; Journal of Urban Affairs 31 (February 2009): 115-117; 
American Review of Public Administration 38 (December 2008): 502-505; Contemporarcy 
Sociology 36 (September 2007): 463; Journal of Planning, Education, and Research 26 
(June 2007): Choice, June 2007; 514-516; City 11 (April 2007): 121-122; H-Urban (H-Net 
Review), March 2007.  

 
Guest-edited journal issues and other editorial work 
• Associate Editor, Encyclopedia of Greater Philadelphia, philadelphiaencyclopedia.org. 
• Guest Editor, Symposium on the “Uses of History in MPA and MPP programs” in the Journal of 

Public Affairs Education, to be published in February 2014. 
• Guest Editor, Business Improvement Districts and the Evolution of Urban Governance. 

Symposium issue of the Drexel Law Review 3 (Fall 2010): 1-372. 
• Guest Editor, Physical Philadelphia. Focus issue of Public Works Management and Policy 11 

(January 2007): 159-238. 
 

Refereed journal articles 
• Dilworth, R. 2014. “Historical Thinking as a Skill in Graduate Public Affairs Education.” Journal 

of Public Affairs Education, in press. 
• Stokes, R., Mandarano, L., and Dilworth, R. 2013. “Community-Based Organizations in City 

Environmental Policy Regimes: Lessons from Philadelphia” Local Environment, published 
online April 30. 

• Dilworth, R., and Stokes, R. 2013. “Green Growth Machines, LEED Ratings, and Value Free 
Development: The Case of the Philadelphia Property Tax Abatement.” Journal of 
Urbanism 6 (March): 37-51. 

• Dilworth, R., Stokes, R., Weinberger, R., and Spatari, S. 2011. “The Place of Planning in 
Sustainability Metrics for Public Works: Lessons from the Philadelphia Region.” Public 
Works Management and Policy 16 (January): 20-39. 

• Dilworth, R. 2008. “Teaching Urban Politics at an Albanian University: How Do You Make an 
American Sub-discipline Internationally Relevant?” Teaching in Higher Education 13 
(February): 69-80. 

• Dilworth, R. 2007. “Privatization, the World Water Crisis, and the Social Contract.” PS: Political 
Science and Politics 40 (January): 49-54. 

o Exchange with Roger Masters regarding this article in PS 40 (July 2007): 449-450. 
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Refereed journal articles, continued 
• Dilworth, R,, and Trevenen, K. 2004. “When Cities Get Married: Constructing Urban Space 

through Gender, Sexuality, and Municipal Consolidation.” Urban Affairs Review 40 
(November): 183-209. 

• Dilworth, R. 2003. “From Sewers to Suburbs: Transforming the Policymaking Context of 
American Cities.” Urban Affairs Review 38 (May): 726-739. 

• Dilworth, R. 2002. “Urban Infrastructure Politics and Metropolitan Growth: Lessons from the 
New York Metropolitan Region.” Public Works Management and Policy 6 (January): 200-
214. 

 
Book chapters 
• Dilworth, R. 2014 (expected). “Cities and Urbanization in American Political Development.” In 

the Oxford Handbook of American Political Development, eds. R. Lieberman, S. Mettler, 
and Richard Valelly. To be published by Oxford University Press. 

• Dilworth, R. 2010. “The City in American Political Development.” Pp. 175-198 in A History of 
the U.S. Political System: Ideas, Interests, and Institutions, Vol. 1, eds. R. Harris and D. 
Tichenor. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio. 

• Dilworth, R. 2009. “Bringing the City Back In.” Pp. 1-13 in The City in American Political 
Development, ed. R. Dilworth. New York: Routledge. 

• Dilworth, R. 2006. “The Place that Loves You Back?” Pp. 1-16 in Social Capital in the  
 City, R. Dilworth, ed. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 

 
Law review articles 
• Dilworth, R. 2010. “Business Improvement Districts and the Evolution of Urban Governance.” 

Drexel Law Review 3 (Spring): 1-9. 
• Dilworth, R. 2010. “Cities as Firms in the 21st Century – Or, Should Philadelphia Move to New 

Jersey?” Notre Dame Journal of Law, Ethics, and Public Policy 24: 99-129. 
 

Encyclopedia entries and short articles 
• Dilworth, R. 2012. “Urban Policy: Department of Housing and Urban Development.” Pp. 342-344 

in the Oxford Encyclopedia of American Political and Legal History, eds. D. Critchlow 
and P. Vandermeer.  New York: Oxford University Press. 

• Dilworth, R. 2011. “Does Political Reform Exist?” Pennsylvania Legacies 11 (November): 40-41. 
• Dilworth, R. 2011. “New York 1854-1877.” Pp. 214-221 in Cities in American Political History, 

ed. R. Dilworth. Washington, DC: CQ Press. 
• Dilworth, R. 2011. “New York 1877-1896.” Pp. 285-291 in Cities in American Political History, 

ed. R. Dilworth. 
• Dilworth, R., and Leitner, S. 2011. “San Jose 1989-2011.” Pp. 687-693 in Cities in American 

Political History, ed. R. Dilworth. 
• Dilworth, R. 2007. “Physical Philadelphia.” Public Works Management and Policy 11 (January):  

 161-163.  
• Dilworth, R. 2007. “Public Works.” Pp. 628-630 In the Encyclopedia of American Urban  

 History, Vol. 2, ed. D. Goldfield. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
• Dilworth, R. 1997. “Drug Treatment and Eviction Policy: A Balancing Act in the Baltimore 

LHA.” Journal of Housing and Community Development 54 (September/October): 32-35. 
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Popular media 
• Profile by Joanne Greco, “In Profile: Richardson Dilworth, Historical Commission.” PlanPhilly, 

June 26, 2013. 
• Dilworth, Richardson. 2012. “The Place that Loves You Back: A Slogan that Taps Local History.” 

Philadelphia Inquirer, February 19, pp. C1, C6. 
o Article is a part of the “Phrasing Philadelphia” series, sponsored by the Pennsylvania 

Humanities Council. It is posted as well on the websites of the Encyclopedia of Greater 
Philadelphia (philadelphiaencyclopedia.org) and on WHYY’s Newsworks 
(newsworks.org), as “Way Back When, Philly Didn’t Even Try to Love You Back.”  

• Interview with Josh Cornfield regarding Social Capital in the City. 2006. Philadelphia Metro, 
August 21, p. 4. 

• Interview with Doron Taussig regarding Social Capital in the City. 2006. Philadelphia City Paper, 
July 20, p. 35. 

• Dilworth, R. 125-word entry in the article “If I Were Mayor…” 2003. Philadelphia Magazine, 
October, p. 96.  

 
Book reviews 
• Review of Kenneth Wolensky, with George Leader, The Life of Pennsylvania Governor George 

M. Leader: Challenging Complacency (2011), in Pennsylvania Magazine of History and 
Biography 137 (April 2013): 218-219. 

• Review of Jordan Stanger-Ross, Staying Italian: Urban Change and Ethnic Life in Postwar 
Toronto and Philadelphia (2009), in Urban History Review 40 (October 2011): 61-62. 

• Review of Joan Fitzgerald, Emerald Cities: Urban Sustainability and Economic Development 
(2010), in Political Science Quarterly 126 (Fall 2011): 531-532. 

• Review of Carolyn Adams, David Bartelt, David Elesh, and Ira Goldstein, Restructuring the 
Philadelphia Region: Metropolitan Divisions and Inequality (2008), in Commonwealth: A 
Journal of Political Science 15 (September 2009): 103-105. 

•  “Adventures in Intercurrence.” A review of Stephen Skowronek and Matthew Glassman, eds., 
Formative Acts: American Politics in the Making (2007), in Historical Methods 42 (Fall 
2009): 143-147. 

• Review of Clay McShane and Joel Tarr, The Horse in the City (2007), in the Journal of Urban 
Technology 16 (April 2009): 161-164. 

• Review of Jon C. Teaford, The Metropolitan Revolution: The Rise of Post-Urban America (2006), 
in Journal of Urban Affairs 30 (2008): 463-465. 

• Review of Robert A. Beauregard, When America Became Suburban (2006), in Urban Affairs 
Review 43 (September 2007): 130-133. 

• Review of Robert Fogelson, Bourgeois Nightmares: Suburbia, 1870-1930 (2006), in Journal of 
American Legal History 47 (October 2005): 445-447. 

• Review of Paul R. Josephson, Resources under Regimes: Technology, Environment, and the State 
(2004), in History and Technology 21 (December 2005): 398-399. 

• Review of Robert M. Silverman, ed., Community-Based Organizations: The Intersection of Social 
Capital and Local Context in Contemporary Urban Society (2004), in Journal of Planning 
Education and Research 24 (Summer 2005): 457-459. 

• Review of Roberta J. Magnusson, Water Technology in the Middle Ages: Cities, Monasteries, and  
Waterworks after the Roman Empire (2001), in History and Technology 21 (March 2005): 
145-146. 
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Book reviews, continued 
• Essay reviewing Vivienne Bennett, The Politics of Water: Urban Protest, Gender, and Power in 

Monterrey, Mexico (1995); Sarah S. Elkind, Bay Cities and Water Politics: The Battle for 
Resources in Boston and Oakland (1997); and Kate Foss-Mollan, Hard Water: Politics 
and Water Supply in Milwaukee, 1870-1995 (2001), in History and Technology 19 
(September 2003): 302-307. 

 
Working Papers and Conference Participation 
 

Working papers not yet presented at conferences 
• “Do Sustainability Plans Make Sustainable Cities? The Ecological Footprint Implications of 

Philadelphia's Greenworks Renewable Energy Plan” Dan Moscovici, Jerry Mead, and Sheng 
Zhao, coauthors. “Revise and resubmit” from an academic journal. 

• “Suburbanization and Water Privatization”  
• “Cities, Borders, and Institutional Change.” 

 
Papers presented  
• “Collective Action in Neighborhood Commercial Corridors.” To be presented at the annual  

meeting of the Urban Affairs Association (UAA), San Antonio, March 19-22, 2014. 
• “Unpacking the Global City Formation Process in Philadelphia and Shanghai: A Comparison of  

Least-Similar Cases.” Jerome Hodos, coauthor. To be presented (by Hodos) at the annual 
meeting of the UAA, San Antonio, March 19-22, 2014.  

• “Business Improvement Districts and the Evolution of City Borders.” Versions presented at the 
biennial meetings of the Urban History Association, New York City, October 25-28, 2012; 
and the Society for American City and Regional Planning History, Baltimore, November 
17-20, 2011. 

• “Cities and Urbanization in American Political Development.” Annual meeting of the UAA, 
Pittsburgh, April 18-21, 2012. 

• “City Slogans and the Commodification of Urban Space: The Case of the Place that Loves You 
Back.” Annual meeting of the Mid-Atlantic Popular American Culture Association, 
Philadelphia, November 3-5, 2011. 

• “Urbanization and American Foundings.” Summer Seminar on the City, Drexel, June 13, 2011. 
• “A Green Growth Machine: Urban Environmentalism as Economic Development.” Robert Stokes, 

coauthor. Race to the Top Workshop, Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, Cambridge, MA, 
September 10-11, 2009. 

o Included in the Lincoln Institute Working Papers series, product code WP10RD1. 
• “Measuring Sustainability in Infrastructure: The Case of Philadelphia.” Robert Stokes, Rachel 

Weinberger, and Sabrina Spatari, coauthors. Versions presented at the annual meeting of 
the UAA, Chicago, March 5-7, 2009 (by Stokes); and the Villanova University 
Sustainability Conference, Villanova, PA, April 23-26, 2009 (by Dilworth). 

•  “Metropolitan Fragmentation as an Evolutionary Process.” Versions presented at the annual 
meetings of the Social Science History Association (SSHA), Minneapolis, November 2-5, 
2006, and Miami, October 23-26, 2008; and the annual meeting of the Midwest Political 
Science Association, Chicago, April 12-15, 2007. 

•  “Critical Junctures in the Structure of State Legislatures: Apportionment and the Status of Local 
Government in the 1874 Pennsylvania Constitution.” Versions presented at the State 
Politics and Policy Conference, Temple University, Philadelphia, May 30-31, 2008; and at 
the annual meeting of the Pennsylvania Political Science Association (PPSA), Harrisburg, 
PA, March 28-29, 2008. 
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Papers presented, continued  
• “The Urban Origins of the Regulatory State: The Case of Water.” Annual Meeting of the UAA, 

Montreal, April 19-22, 2006. 
•  “City Building, Water Privatization, and American Political Development.” Annual Meeting of 

the UAA, Salt Lake City, April 13-16, 2005. 
• “The Political Development of Water in the United States.” Annual Meeting of the SSHA, 

Chicago, November 18-21, 2004. 
•  “Urban Origins of Suburban Autonomy in the New York Metropolitan Region.” Annual Meeting 

of the SSHA, Chicago, November 18-21, 2004. 
•  “Building an Aqueous State: The Role of a Natural Resource in American Political 

Development.” Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association (APSA), 
Chicago, September 2-5, 2004 

• “Cities and Natural Resources in an Urban World: The Political Development of Water  
Privatization in the United States.” Annual Meeting of the APSA, Chicago, September 2-5, 
2004. 

• “Local Origins of Privatization in the American Water Industry.” Annual Meeting of the SSHA, 
St. Louis, October 24-27, 2002. 

•  “State Control over Water Resources: The Role of the Public Utility Commission.” Annual  
Meeting of the APSA, Boston, August 29-September 1, 2002.  

• “When Cities Get Married: Gender and Municipal Annexation in the New York Metropolitan  
Region.” Kathryn Trevenen, co-author. Annual Meeting of the SSHA, Chicago, November 
15-18, 2001. 

• “From Sewers to Suburbs: Transforming the Policymaking Context of American Cities.” Annual 
Meeting of the Northeastern Political Science Association (NPSA), Philadelphia, 
November 8-10, 2001. 

•  “Gender and Municipal Annexation: The Courtship and Marriage of Jersey City and Van Vorst.” 
Kathryn Trevenen, co-author. Annual Meeting of the NPSA, Albany, November 9-11, 
2000. 

• “The Transfer of Urban Infrastructure Technology from Cities to Suburbs in the New York 
 Metropolitan Region.” Annual Meeting of the SSHA, Pittsburgh, October 26-29, 2000. 

•  “Infrastructural Development as a Factor in the 1894 Referendum on Greater New York.” Annual 
 Meeting of the APSA, Washington, DC, August 31- September 3, 2000. 

• “The Impact of Developmental Policies on the Territorial Expansion of New York City.” Annual 
 Meeting of the New York State Political Science Association, Hempstead, NY, April 14-
 15, 2000.  

•  “Urban Infrastructure Politics and Metropolitan Growth: Lessons from the New York  
Metropolitan Region.” Annual Meeting of the SSHA, Fort Worth, November 11-14, 1999. 

•  “Infrastructural Development, Metropolitan Fragmentation and Transformations in Urban  
Politics: An Analysis of American Cities in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries.” 
Annual Meeting of the APSA, Atlanta, September 2-5, 1999. 

•  “Urban Infrastructure Politics and Metropolitan Growth: A Statistical Inquiry and Preliminary  
Case Study.” Conference on policy history celebrating ten years of publication of the 
Journal of Policy History, Clayton, MO, May 27-30, 1999. 

•  “Charles Tiebout, the Fragmented Metropolis and ‘Urban Politics.’” Annual Meeting of the 
 PPSA, Villanova, PA, April 9-10, 1999. 

• “Community, Containment and Control: Riots and the Police of New York City.” Annual Meeting  
of the SSHA, Chicago, November 19-22, 1998. 
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Papers presented, continued 
• “Urban Infrastructure Politics and Metropolitan Growth.” annual meeting of the NPSA, Boston, 

November 12-14, 1998. 
 

Panel participation, other than paper presentations 
• Panelist, “The Role of CDCs in Enhancing the Built Environment,” AIA Philadelphia annual 

Design on the Delaware conference, Philadelphia, October 29-31, 2013. 
• Convener and chair for the panel, “History and Historical Analysis in Public Affairs Education 

and Curriculum,” annual meeting of the National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and 
Administration, Austin, TX, October 18-21, 2012. 

• Discussant for the panel “Business of Building,” annual meeting of the Business History 
Conference, Philadelphia, March 29-31, 2012. 

• Panelist on the “Place that Loves You Back,” part of the Greater Philadelphia Roundtable series, 
Independence Visitor Center, Philadelphia, February 22, 2012. 

• Panelist on the roundtable, “Why History Matters: Time and Temporality in Urban Political 
Analysis,” annual meeting of the UAA, New Orleans, March 16-19, 2011. 

• Discussant for the author-meets-critics panel on Jordan Stanger-Ross, Staying Italian: Urban 
Change and Ethnic Life in Postwar Toronto and Philadelphia, annual meeting of the SSHA, 
Chicago, November 18-21, 2010. 

• Panelist at the short course, “Workshop on Comparative Urban Research: Prospects and 
Challenges in a Comparative Approach,” and discussant for the panel, “Justice and the American 
Metropolis,” annual meeting of the APSA, Washington, DC, September 1-5, 2010. 

• Discussant for the panel on City in American Political Development (Dilworth, ed.), annual 
meeting of the NPSA, Philadelphia, November 19-21, 2009.  

• Panelist and chair for the roundtable, “Assessing Urbanist Literature in Political Science”; chair 
and discussant for the book panel on Imagining Philadelphia: Edmund Bacon and the City of the 
Future (Scott Knowles, ed.); and chair and discussant for the panel “Neoliberal Governance across 
Time and Space,” annual meeting of the SSHA, Long Beach, CA, November 12-15, 2009. 

• Panelist, “Politics and Public Policy,” Civic Partnership and Planning Workshop for the Greater 
Philadelphia Encyclopedia, Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, April 16-17, 2009. 

• Chair and discussant for the panel “Chronologies of Advanced Liberal or Neoliberal Governing,” 
annual meeting of the SSHA, Miami, October 23-26, 2008.  

• Panelist, Pennsylvania Government Practices Roundtable, Brookings Institution, Washington, DC, 
July 21, 2008. 

• Chair and discussant for the panel “Institutional Power,” State Politics and Policy Conference, 
Temple University, Philadelphia, May 30-31, 2008. 

• Panelist on “Social Mobility in the City,” Free Library of Philadelphia, April 25, 2007. 
• Chair and discussant for the panel “Social Capital and Civic Life in Philadelphia,” annual meeting 

of the Eastern Sociological Society, Philadelphia, March 15-18, 2007. 
• Chair for the author-meets-critics panel on Michael Katz and Mark Stern, One Nation Divisible: 

What America Was and What it is Becoming; discussant for the panel “Citizenship and Civil 
Services in Early Modern Europe,” annual meeting of the SSHA, Minneapolis, November 2-5, 
2006. 

• Discussant for the panel “Bringing Urbanization into American Political Development: 
Institutions, Power Structures, and Identities”; and panelist for the short course “Community 
Building, Social Capital, and the University: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly,” annual meeting of 
the APSA, Philadelphia, August 31-September 3, 2006. 
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Panel participation, continued 
• Discussant and chair for the panel “Bringing Urbanization into American Political Development: 

Institutions, Power Structures, and Identities.” Policy History Conference, Charlottesville, VA, 
June 1-4, 2006. 

• Panelist on “The Engaged Citizen: Translating Civic Empowerment into Political Participation,” 
Fulbright Enrichment Seminar, Institute of International Education, Doubletree Hotel, 
Philadelphia, March 18, 2006. 

• Participant in the roundtable panel “Emerging Trends in Urban Politics,” annual meeting of the 
Southern Political Science Association, Atlanta, January 4-7, 2006. 

• Chair and discussant for the panel “Community-Building and Public Policy,” annual meeting of 
the NPSA, Philadelphia, November 17-19, 2005. 

• Chair for the roundtable panel “Cities and State-building: Urbanization in American Political 
Development”; chair for the author-meets-critics panel on The Portland Edge; and author-
discussant for the author-meets-critics panel on Urban Origins of Suburban Autonomy, annual 
meeting of the SSHA, Portland, November 2-5, 2005. 

• Discussant for the panel “Social Capital in the Private City: Exploring Community in 
Philadelphia,” annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Philadelphia, August 13-
16, 2005 

• Moderator for the panel “Social Capital and Institution Building in the Urban Context,” annual 
meeting of the UAA, Salt Lake City, April 13-16, 2005. 

• Moderator for the panel “Philadelphia and the Political Economy of Social Capital in the ‘City of 
Neighborhoods’,” annual meeting of the UAA, Washington, DC, March 31-April 3, 2004. 

• Chair for the panel “Blight and Brotherly Love in Global Context: Philadelphia Studies,” annual 
meeting of the SSHA, Baltimore, November 13-16, 2003. 

 
Invited Talks and Testimony 
 

• “Lessons of History.” Talk to be given in the series “Perfecting Democracy: Experts Discuss the 
Problem of Political Corruption and Explain What Can Be Done About It,” Free Library of 
Philadelphia, January 15, 2014. 

• “The Consolidation of Greater New York, and the Creation of the City of Mount Vernon.” St. 
Paul’s Church, N.H.S., Mount Vernon, NY, March 7, 2013. 

• “Philadelphia 2112: Population, Politics, and Economics.” Free Library of Philadelphia, May 23, 
2012. 

• Testimony regarding the history of the size of the Pennsylvania General Assembly, presented at 
the public hearing of the State Government Committee of the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives, regarding House Bills 55, 56, 57, 153, 183, 876, and 936, Harrisburg PA,  August 
9, 2011. 

• “Lessons from the American Founding Period.” Annual board of directors meeting, Pennsylvania 
Association of Elementary and Secondary School Principals, Philadelphia, July 11, 2011. 

• “Historical Institutionalism as Urban Policy Analysis: Scenes from Philadelphia.” Center for 
Urban Research and Policy, Columbia University, November 11, 2010. 

• “Should Philadelphia Move to New Jersey? Regionalism and State Borders.” Free Library of 
Philadelphia, May 27, 2010. 

• “Urban Infrastructure Technology and Suburban Autonomy in American Political Development.” 
Chemical Heritage Foundation, Philadelphia, December 15, 2009. 

• “Water and American Political Development.” Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, April 
10, 2009. 
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Invited Talks and Testimony, continued 
  

• “Engineering the Political Landscape.” Guest speaker, dinner meeting, Philadelphia section of the 
American Society of Civil Engineers, November 8, 2007. 

• Guest speaker, Pi Sigma Alpha Honor Society investiture, Rutgers University-Camden, April 4, 
2007. 

• Guest lectures on Urban Origins of Suburban Autonomy: University of Pennsylvania Law School, 
January 17, 2006; New Jersey Historical Society (sponsored by the Newark History Society), 
Newark, NJ, October 11, 2005; Johns Hopkins University, October 4, 2005. 

• “Future Directions in American Domestic Politics.” Talk sponsored by Center for Public Policy, 
Political Science and Law, Rogner Hotel, Tirana, Albania, May 6, 2004. 

• Guest lecture on American politics (April 29, 2004) and urban political economy (May 4, 2004), 
University of Tirana, Albania. 

 
Conferences and Training Programs Organized 
 

• “Exploring Cooperatives: Economic Democracy and Community Development,” Drexel, June 13, 
2012. Organized and Sponsored by the Drexel CPP and Lindy Center for Civic Engagement, 
University of Wisconsin Center for Cooperatives, Philadelphia Area Cooperative Alliance, and 
Haverford College Center for Peace and Global Citizenship.  

• Corridors Connect Certificate Program. April-November, 2012. Six half-day training sessions for 
the directors of business associations, and other personnel, of six commercial corridors in West 
Philadelphia. Funded by the Philadelphia Local Initiatives Support Council (see “Grants, 
Contracts, and Fellowships,” below). 

• Business Improvement District Practitioner Certificate Program. January-December, 2011. Nine 
half-day training sessions, including guest lectures and exercises, for the directors and other staff 
of business improvement districts and related organizations in Philadelphia. Funded by the 
Philadelphia Commerce Department (see “Grants, Contracts, and Fellowships,” below). 

• “Drexel Summer Seminar on the City: American Government as Urban Government,” Drexel, 
June 13, 2011. Co-organized with Michael Fortner; jointly sponsored by Drexel’s CPP and 
Pennoni Honors College. 

• “Business Improvement Districts and the Evolution of Urban Governance,” Drexel, January 22, 
2010. Jointly sponsored and hosted by Drexel’s CPP and Earle Mack School of Law. 

• “Greening the City’s Infrastructure,” Drexel, June 19, 2008. Jointly sponsored by the Academy of 
Natural Sciences and the Drexel Engineering Cities Initiative.  

• “The City in American Political Development,” Drexel, May 2, 2008. One-day conference with 12 
speakers. 

• “The Technological Future of the Industrial City: Philadelphia in the 21st Century,” Drexel, April 
6, 2007. Co-organized with Scott Knowles. One-day conference with 15 speakers, Olin Workshop 
series. 
 

Grants, Contracts, and Fellowships 
 

• Contract with the Philadelphia Department of Commerce for “Commerce and Police Departments 
Collaboration for Safety and Revitalization of Neighborhood Corridors Program,” Summer 2013. 
Lead proposal author: Robert Stokes ($50,000). 

• Subcontractor to The Enterprise Center for the Corridors Connect Certificate Program, April-
November, 2012. Grant is from the Local Initiatives Support Council ($13,916). 
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Grants, Contracts, and Fellowships, continued 
 

• Contract with the Philadelphia Department of Commerce, “Business Improvement District 
Practitioner Certification Program,” February-December, 2011. Awarded to Drexel’s CPP, to run 
a training and certificate program for Philadelphia BID directors. Lead proposal author: Dilworth; 
coauthors: Robert Stokes and Charlotte Jackson ($30,000).  

• Grant from the Drexel Engineering Cities Initiative for the proposal “The Global Carbon Debt of 
20th Century Urbanization: Using Computable General Equilibrium Models to Measure the 
Ecological Footprint of Land Development,” 2009. Sabrina Spatari and Robert Stokes, coauthors 
($4,000). 

• Grant from the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy for the paper proposal “A Green Growth Machine: 
Urban Environmentalism as Economic Development,”2008. Robert Stokes, coauthor ($10,000). 

• New Jersey Historical Commission grant awarded to Harvard University Press for publication of 
Urban Origins of Suburban Autonomy, 2003 ($8,650) 

• James Hart Fellowship in Political Science, Johns Hopkins University, 1999-2000 
• University Fellowship, Johns Hopkins University, 1995-1999 

 
Honors and Awards 
 

• PROSE award to Cities in American Political History, for best single-volume reference in 
humanities and social sciences, Professional and Scholar Publishing Division of the Association of 
American Publishers, 2011. 

• Best book of 2005 awarded to Urban Origins of Suburban Autonomy by the urban politics section 
of the APSA, 2006. 

• Alfred E. Driscoll Prize for best dissertation on New Jersey history, New Jersey Historical 
Commission, 2004 ($1,000). 

• Beta Gamma Sigma (equivalent of Phi Beta Kappa for collegiate schools of business), New York 
University, Stern School of Business, 1993 

• Dean’s Community Service Award for outstanding service to school/community, New York 
University, Stern School of Business, 1993 

 
University Service (all Drexel) 
 

• Faculty Advisor, Solutions Bank (a policy-oriented student organization), 2013- 
• Co-chair, Committee on the Social Sciences, 2011-  
• Honorary Degree Committee, 2011- 
• Curriculum Committee, Department of History and Politics, 2002-2006, 2007-; chair, 2004-2006 
• Provost’s Council on Neighborhood Partnerships, 2011-2012 
• School of Education Task Force, 2012-2013 
• Co-chair, Committee on the Status of Teaching Faculty, Department of History and Politics, 2011-

2013  
• Master Plan Steering Committee, 2011-2012 
• Advisory Board, Center for Mobilities Research and Policy, College of Arts and Sciences, 2009-

2011 
• Graduate Curriculum Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, 2009-2010 
• Truman Scholarship Selection Committee, 2009-2011 
• Faculty advisor, Pi Sigma Alpha (political science honors society), 2009 
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University Service, continued 
 

• Great Works Symposium Visiting Fellow Search Committee, Pennoni Honors College, 2007-
2008, 2008-2009; chair, 2009-2010 

• Task Force on Teaching and Assessing Writing in the Disciplines, 2007-2011 
• Steering Committee, Engineering Cities Research Initiative, College of Engineering, 2007-2009 
• Co-op Committee, Department of History and Politics, 2007-2008 
• Constitutional Law Search Committee, Department of History and Politics, 2005-2006 
• Environmental Faculty Coordinating Committee, 2003-2007 
• Faculty Advisory Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, 2003-2005 
• Faculty Senate, Committee on Faculty Affairs and Subcommittee on Sabbatical Leave, 2002-2003 
• African American History Search Committee, Department of History and Politics, 2002-2003 
• Co-organizer, Speaker Series on Science, Technology and Society, 2001-2003 
• Faculty Advisor, European Students Association, 2002-2003 
• Faculty Advisor, Greens IDEA (student environmental club), 2002-2005 

 
Professional Service 

 
• Member, Board of Fellows, Center on Regional Politics, Temple University, 2012- 
• Editorial board, Public Works Management and Policy, 2006- 
• Member, University Advisors, Senate Resolution 323 Task Force (on unfunded state mandates on 

local government), Local Government Commission, Pennsylvania General Assembly, 2010-2011 
• Judge, Public Policy Challenge, Fels Institute of Government, University of Pennsylvania, 2010-

2011 
• Member, Pennsylvania Policy Forum, 2008-2011 
• Research Associate, LORL, 2005-2011 
• Best dissertation award committee, Urban History Association, 2009 
• External reviewer for urban studies research grant proposals, CUNY Research Foundation, 2008, 

2009 
• Best paper award committee, Urban Politics Section, APSA, 2007 
• Elected to the Publications Committee of the SSHA, 2005-2008; appointed committee chair, 2007 
• Chair (2002-2005) and Co-chair (2005-2006, 2009), Urban Network, SSHA 
• Elected to the Advisory Committee of the Society for the History of Technology, 2003-2004 
• Past and present memberships in the APSA, SSHA, UAA, NPSA, Southern Political Science 

Association, Society for American City and Regional Planning History, Urban Land Institute, and 
the National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration (institutional member) 

• Manuscript reviewer for Prentice Hall, McGraw-Hill, Edward Elgar, Cornell University Press, 
Pennsylvania State University Press, Temple University Press, Routledge, Oxford University 
Press, Georgetown University Press, Sage Publications, University Press of Mississippi, Journal 
of Public Affairs Education, Urban Affairs Review, Political Science Quarterly, Polity, 
Environmental Politics (profiles section), City & Community, Journal of Urban Technology, 
Journal of Policy History, Journal of Urban Affairs, Journal of Comparative Politics, Public 
Works Management and Policy, Commonwealth, Pennsylvania Magazine of History and 
Biography, Comparative Political Studies, Sociological Forum, 10th Australasian Urban 
History/Planning History Conference 

 
 
Community Service 
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• Advisory Board, Public Banking Institute, 2013- 
• Board of Trustees, Independence Charter School, Philadelphia, 2013- 
• Advisory Board, Citizens Planning Institute, Philadelphia City Planning Commission, 2013- 
• Philadelphia Historical Commission (appointed by Mayor Michael Nutter), 2008-; Chair, Historic 

Designation Committee, 2008- 
• Philadelphia Area Cooperative Alliance, 2011-2012 
• Steering committee, Urban Sustainability Forum, Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, PA, 

2007-2009 
 
Non-academic Employment 
 

• Contributing Editor, America’s Elite 1000, Cadogan Publications, New York, NY, 1999  
• Internship, British Broadcasting Corporation, New York, NY, 1994-1995  
• Analyst, Operations and Management Planning, New York City Department of Parks and 

Recreation, 1993-1994   
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