 
Read this account of current government action on mountaintop mining, which appeared on July 15, 2010:
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/15/us/15mining.html?_r=1&hp
Follow the article' s link to "public hearings"  on Spruce No. 1 Mine, held by the EPA, to see how the community has debated this issue. Browse the hearing transcripts.  Then, after you have also read this week's assigned reading, by Samual Cook ("You Can't Put a Price on It..."), write 2 pages describing whether you think Cook, an "activist anthropologist" clearly opposed to moutaintop mining, accurately captured the community's priorities in his account.  Does Cook seem like an objective observer of this controversy? Does he wish to be objective? Does the NYTimes article help or hurt the cause Cook supports?

Please email responses to Prof. Amy Slaton by the end of class that Wednesday – July 28th. Due before 9pm – July 28th.

*This is in addition to the response paper!
 
