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COURSE INFORMATION

Description

This course will explore the significance of the Presidential Inaugural Address as a reflection of the political and cultural environment in which it takes place. The purpose of the address is to inspire confidence in the incoming administration, while publicly defining its terms of political discourse and action for the next four years. Accordingly, we will examine Presidential Addresses as a guide for understanding those problems and hopes that frame the social, political, and economic issues of an era.  The goal of the course is to appreciate the Inaugural Address as a specific cultural artifact that illuminates the “spirit of the times.”  As part of this course, students will have the opportunity to travel to Washington, DC to witness the Presidential Inauguration firsthand. Not only will students witness the inauguration, but the “DC experience” (including tours of the National Archives, national monuments, National Portrait Gallery and Smithsonian Museums, among others) will also help to contextualize the event by providing insight into the political culture and history in which the inauguration takes place.

Since the focus of this course is on the inaugural address itself, the curriculum will be constructed entirely around reading (and listening to) those addresses that are considered to be the most historically significant (including, but not limited to, those speeches made by FDR, JFK, and Lyndon Johnson). The addresses will serve as the basis for analyses of the political, social, and economic problems of the times; accordingly, students will be required to posit their own conjectures on what the forthcoming speech will address as the most pressing problems facing America. 

Texts

This course has no assigned textbooks; instead, students will be required to read/listen to Presidential Addresses. These assigned readings will be made available in class, on course reserves, or directly on the web.  Readings/listening assignments must be completed prior to class meetings. 
COURSE POLICIES AND GRADES

Policies and Conduct
As a rule I do not accept late assignments for any reason other than excused, documented absences.  It will be your responsibility to make certain that I receive a hard copy of any excused absence documentation.  Leaving town for work or having a busy week are understandable facts of life, but they do not comprise excused absences from class. 

Please arrive to class on time, stay for the entire period, and display professional conduct at all times.  Cell phones must be silent, laptops must be used only for taking notes during class time—these rules will be strictly enforced.

No extensions or incompletes will be offered in this course.  If a student has unfinished coursework at the end of the term due to a documented, excused absence, I will assign the grade earned to that point—the student will then have two weeks from the last day of the term to complete any missing work, and, at that time, I can submit a change of grade form.

It is the responsibility of the student to be on the class e-mail list, and to be aware of e-mail updates.  It is the responsibility of the student to make sure that she/he is marked present on roll sheets.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain any and all materials handed out in class.  

Grades

Class participation:

40%

Final paper:


60%

This will be a very ACTIVE class!  Participation comprises a large proportion of your grade.  Attending both class meetings is mandatory.  Come to class having completed the reading assignments and prepared to contribute to class discussions.  This will result in your getting the most possible from the course, and it will create a dynamic classroom environment.  You will be evaluated with these expectations in mind. Also, be prepared to contribute during our time in DC; we will have many opportunities to meet as a class (during meals, coffee breaks, etc.), and during these times I expect that we will discuss how our experiences fit into the larger themes of the course.

Your final paper will seek to predict the content of President-Elect Obama’s speech: what issues will be addressed and why? How will these issues be framed, and what kind of vision for the future might be articulated? What policy implications might result? This paper will be 6-8 pages, double-spaced with 12-point font. It will be due at the time of our second class meeting, and will serve as the basis for discussion during that class (what issues did you address? How well did your paper reflect the content of the actual Presidential address?).
Academic Honesty

The following policies are drawn from the Official Student Handbook:

Drexel University is committed to a learning environment that embraces academic honesty. In order to protect members of our community from the results of dishonest conduct, the University has adopted policies to deal with cases of academic dishonesty. We comply fully with the Drexel University “Academic Honesty Policy,” as explained in the Official Student Handbook. It is the student’s responsibility to know and follow the policies set forth in the Official Student Handbook.  

Academic dishonesty and/or plagiarism will result in an immediate F for the course with no exceptions.  Academic dishonesty may result in suspension or expulsion from Drexel University.

Americans With Disabilities Act

In compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and Drexel University’s policies and procedures, the University is committed to the non-discrimination of students with disabilities.

Student with disabilities requesting accommodations and services at Drexel University need to present a current accommodation verification letter (“AVL”) to faculty before accommodations can be made.  AVL’s are issued by the Office of Disability Services (“ODS”).  For additional information, contact the ODS at www.drexel.edu/edt/disability, 3201 Arch St., Ste. 210, Philadelphia, PA  19104, V 215.895.1401, or TTY 215.895.2299.    

CLASS SCHEDULE
Meeting #1 (pre-DC trip) – Date TBD: Students are to have read/listened to the selected Presidential Addresses before class and should be prepared to discuss the significance of each speech, as well as the historical context in which they took place. 

Assigned Speeches:

George Washington – First Inaugural Speech

Thomas Jefferson – First Inaugural Speech

Abraham Lincoln – First and Second Inaugural Speeches

Franklin D. Roosevelt – First and Third Inaugural Speeches

John F. Kennedy

Lyndon Baines Johnson

http://www.bartleby.com/124/

Inauguration Weekend – January 17-20: Please see the itinerary for scheduled events and visitations

Meeting #2 (post-DC trip) – Date TBD: Students will have competed their final paper, which will attempt to predict those issues and themes articulated in the actual Presidential Inaugural Address. We will discuss the Address – its weaknesses, strengths, and implications for future policy decisions – as well as how well our predictions matched up with it.
