THE GREAT WORKS SYMPOSIUM PRESENTS THE NEXT COURSE IN ITS 2008-2009 SERIES ON “DEMOCRACY”:

THE ELECTION

UNIV 241, 3 credits

FALL TERM, 2008
COURSE INFORMATION

The Great Works Symposium: The Election

Every four years in the United States citizens gather to elect a President.  This course examines the 2008 election season, but in doing so will examine the deeper questions related to this act of democratic expression.  How are candidates selected, how do citizens choose among them, and what role does the media play?  Are elections the most important form of democratic participation?  How have elections shaped American history, world history?  These questions and more will animate the conversation in “The Election.”
The Great Works Symposium: Mission

The Great Works Symposium is an interdisciplinary course—focused on exploring subjects of the broadest possible interest and greatest societal impact—designed to bring Drexel University students, teachers, and visiting expert lecturers into collaboration.  The Great Works Symposium strives to avoid the “textbook approach,” with an emphasis on developing in students the active skills of interdisciplinary inquiry: reading, writing, critical thinking, methodological creativity, and argument.  Through an intense examination of one topic, students are encouraged to see the University as an interconnected enterprise, and to imagine the University as one part of a larger spectrum of scholars in the communities of the city, the nation, and the world.

Days/Times

Lectures: Thursdays, 6:00-7:20 p.m.

Sections: Thursdays, 7:30-9:00 p.m.

Instructors, Contacts, Office Hours

Ronald Bishop

Kevin Egan

Craig Ewasiuk

Texts

This course has no assigned textbooks; students will read articles and other selected sources related to course topics.  Assigned readings will be made available either on course reserves or directly on the web.  A reading schedule will be assigned and students must keep up with all assignments.  The instructors may add supplemental readings as the course progresses.

Assignments and Grades

Class Participation:







20%

Mid-Term Exam:







30%

Term Project:








50%

This will be a very ACTIVE class!  Participation comprises a large proportion of your grade.  Please attend every lecture and every section/workshop meeting.  Come to class having completed the reading assignments, prepared to meet research goals, and ready to take part.  This will result in your getting the most possible from the course, and it will create a dynamic classroom environment.  You will be evaluated with these expectations in mind.
Your class participation grade will be determined in part by your attendance and your role in section/workshop discussion.  Additionally, for the four weekly panel discussions, you will be required to submit TWO questions, in advance, related to the week’s topic and readings.  These questions should be typed, double spaced, and should reflect your preparation for the week’s discussion.  Please submit your questions to your section instructor no later than 10:00 a.m. on Thursdays.  The instructors will use these as the basis for the Q&A during these weeks.

At mid term you will complete an exam that will evaluate your completion and comprehension of assigned readings, and your understanding of material presented in lectures, panel discussions, and section meetings.  The format will be written (essay/ID), and it will be completed in class October 23.  The last date on which a student may withdraw from the course is October 31.  Therefore, students who score below a grade of 70 on this exam, or miss it for any unexcused reason will be expected to drop the course.

In the second half of the course students will work in small groups (4—6) towards completion of a major term project.  Students will choose an area of interest among the four major themes under examination in the course, then they will choose a genre for their project.  Genres include: public affairs reporting, policy-focused report, and academic literature review.  In collaboration with the group, students will research, write, and submit their work for publication by the close of the term.  Each group will meet in weeks 7-9 with course instructors and with expert workshop facilitators to develop their ideas and craft their projects.  You will present your project in Week Ten of the course.  Though the majority of your grade on this project will be earned individually, the group dynamic is expected to push you to produce the most interesting and rigorous possible research effort.  

COURSE POLICIES AND GRADES

Policies and Conduct

Consult the syllabus frequently in order to keep up with scheduled speakers, section meetings, readings, and assignment deadlines.  Keeping up with the assignment schedule is your responsibility.  We will make all take-home exam assignments available to you in plenty of time for successful completion.

As a rule we do not accept late exams or other assignments for any reason other than excused, documented absences.  It will be your responsibility to make certain that the instructor receives a hard copy of any excused absence documentation.  Leaving town for work, or having a busy week are understandable facts of life, but they do not comprise excused absences from class. 

Please arrive to guest lectures and discussion sections on time, stay for the entire period, and display professional conduct at all times.  Cell phones must be turned off, laptops must be used only for taking notes during class time—these rules will be strictly enforced.

All excused schedule conflicts must be submitted to your section instructor, in writing, by the end of the first week of the term.  Make-up assignments are only offered in the case of documented, excused absences.  Excused absences include illness, religious observances, and documented university extra-curricular events. 

No extensions or incompletes will be offered in this course.  If a student has unfinished coursework at the end of the term due to a documented, excused absence, the instructor will assign the grade earned to that point—the student will then have two weeks from the last day of the term to complete any missing work, and the instructor may at that time submit a change of grade form.

It is the responsibility of the student to be on the class e-mail list, and to be aware of e-mail updates from the instructors.  It is the responsibility of the student to make sure that she/he is marked present on roll sheets.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain all reading updates, sample exam questions, take-home exams, and any other materials handed out in class.  

The instructors reserve the right to amend this syllabus in any way necessary for the benefit of the class.

Academic Honesty

The following policies are drawn from the Official Student Handbook:

Drexel University is committed to a learning environment that embraces academic honesty. In order to protect members of our community from the results of dishonest conduct, the University has adopted policies to deal with cases of academic dishonesty. We comply fully with the Drexel University “Academic Honesty Policy,” as explained in the Official Student Handbook. It is the student’s responsibility to know and follow the policies set forth in the Official Student Handbook.  

Academic dishonesty and/or plagiarism will result in an immediate F for the course with no exceptions.  Academic dishonesty may result in suspension or expulsion from Drexel University.

Americans With Disabilities Act

In compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and Drexel University’s policies and procedures, the University is committed to the non-discrimination of students with disabilities.

Student with disabilities requesting accommodations and services at Drexel University need to present a current accommodation verification letter (“AVL”) to faculty before accommodations can be made.  AVL’s are issued by the Office of Disability Services (“ODS”).  For additional information, contact the ODS at www.drexel.edu/edt/disability, 3201 Arch St., Ste. 210, Philadelphia, PA  19104, V 215.895.1401, or TTY 215.895.2299.    

COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1:

September 25 COURSE INTRODUCTION

Explanation of GWS goals and methods—each instructor presents 15 minute overview/module of his area of interest—we leave the second half of class for discussion, built around a prompt of some sort—please be thinking of good, short articles we might use!

Reading: TBA

SEPT 26 FIRST DEBATE—DEBATE WATCH PARTY, LOCATION TBA

Week 2:

October 2: What is an Election? (theoretical considerations)

Guest Speaker: 

Ed Larson http://law.pepperdine.edu/academics/faculty/larson.html

Reading: TBA

Project Assignment Due:

Finalize group and general topic
SECOND DEBATE (VICE-PRESIDENTIAL) 9pm ET

OCTOBER 7 THIRD DEBATE
Week 3:

October 9: What is an election? (modern US historical context)

Guest Speaker:

Allan Lichtman http://www.american.edu/cas/hist/faculty/lichtman.htm 

Reading: TBA

OCTOBER 15 DEBATE 4

Week 4
:
October 16: Mediators of Elections

Guest Speakers:

Thomas Frank http://tcfrank.com/

Reading: TBA

Week 5:

October 23: The Media and Elections, Panel
Guest Speakers:

Michael Delli Carpini, Penn, http://www.asc.upenn.edu/ascfaculty/facultyBioDetails.asp?txtUserID=mdellicarpini
Phil Martin, Burnt Orange Report http://www.burntorangereport.com/userDiary.do?personId=13
Kyle Kutuchief, The Chief Source and The Point

http://thechiefsource.com/ and http://politics.ohio.com/

Reading: TBA

Week 6:

October 30: A Talk about the upcoming election.

Guest Speakers:

Ron Bishop

Craig Ewasiuk

Kevin Egan
Scott Knowles
Reading: TBA

October 31—Last Day to Withdraw

Election Day November 4

Week 7:

November 6: Do Elections Matter?

Guest Speakers: 

Craig Ewasiuk

Kevin Egan
Week 8:

November 13

Project Assignment Due:

“Rough draft” of project
Week 9:

November 20
Week 10:
November 27 THANKSGIVING

Week 11: December 4
Menu of Choice for Collaborative Projects

The final project for the class will give you the opportunity to apply the ideas and concepts we have discussed during the term by creating a vehicle that educates people younger than yourselves about elections and the electoral process.

 

Although the approach is up to the group, here are a few possibilities:

 

* create a teaching module for a high school social studies/civics class.

* create a prototype for a video game that simulates the electoral process

* create a website that encourages public debate on issues and candidates

* write a white paper about a policy that directly impacts your target audience

* shoot and edit a short video in which you describe some part of the electoral process.

 

Groups will submit a formal proposal for their project by week 5 of the term.

 

Groups will be given significant portions of our week 7, 8, and 9 classes to work on their projects.

 

A finished draft/first version of the project will be submitted on week 8.

 

Final projects will be presented at a poster session on Thursday, December 4 - our last class meeting. The entire university community will be invited to view the posters and to offer comments on your work.
ABOUT THE INSTRUCTORS

Ron Bishop is a professor in the Department of Culture and Communication at Drexel University. He serves as director of the Communication program, and teaches a variety of media and journalism-related courses including media law, sports journalism, political communication, and the cultural history of fame. His recently published book, "Taking on the Pledge of Allegiance: The News Media and Michael Newdow's Constitutional Challenge," explored the tendency of reporters to marginalize individuals with divergent viewpoints as seen against the backdrop of Newdow's lawsuit challenging the use of the words "Under God" in the Pledge of Allegiance. Bishop's research has been published in a variety of top journals, including the Journal of Communication, Journal of Popular Culture, Journalism and Communication Monographs, Journalism, and Addiction Research and Theory.

Ewasiuk

Kevin Egan is the Visiting Fellow in the Great Works Symposium. His research and teaching interests focus on issues of democratic theory, individual rights, and the positioning of marginalized identities in 
Scott Gabriel Knowles is Assistant Professor of History and Assistant Director of the Great Works Symposium at Drexel University.  He is currently working on a book about the history of disaster management titled Experts in Disaster: A History of Risk and Authority in the Modern United States.

