THE GREAT WORKS SYMPOSIUM IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE PENNONI HONORS COLLEGE PRESENTS:

BULGARIA: A STUDY IN EMERGING DEMOCRACY

HNRS 450, 1 credit

SUMMER TERM, 2009
COURSE INFORMATION

In conjunction with the Great Works Symposium course on “Emerging Democracies,” this course will seek to explore issues of democratization specific to Bulgaria. As part of the larger “Emerging Democracies” course, we will examine a number of issues facing countries transitioning to democracy, and this one-credit course will focus upon a select number of these issues as they apply specifically to Bulgaria.   

The culmination of this course will be a trip to Bulgaria, in which students will have the opportunity to meet and work with researchers and faculty members at the University of Sofia.  We plan for this to take place through a series of lectures, discussions, presentations, and site visitations over the course of several days in Sofia.  We will devote significant time to each specific topic that we plan on undertaking – the role of the media and the press in promoting democratic institutions; the legacy of national identity and nationalism in emerging democracies; and the interrelationship of economic liberalization and democratic governance.  We will look to the host scholars for recommended readings, but, generally, we will supplement the talks with readings on Balkan history, economic and development theory, case studies of economic liberalization, and ethnographies, among others.  

Also as part of the trip, we will visit sites of cultural import to trace the ancient history of Bulgaria as well as the emergence of democratic movements in recent history.  Through this experience, we will gain a holistic and first-hand understanding of the troubles and successes that Bulgaria has witnessed in its transition to democracy. Overall, we hope that students will not only gain an appreciation for the “ins and outs” of democratization, but that they will also learn lessons that they can bring back to the United States and put into practice as democratic citizens. 

The Great Works Symposium: Mission

The Great Works Symposium is an interdisciplinary course—focused on exploring subjects of the broadest possible interest and greatest societal impact—designed to bring Drexel University students, teachers, and visiting expert lecturers into collaboration.  The Great Works Symposium strives to avoid the “textbook approach,” with an emphasis on developing in students the active skills of interdisciplinary inquiry: reading, writing, critical thinking, methodological creativity, and argument.  Through an intense examination of one topic, students are encouraged to see the University as an interconnected enterprise, and to imagine the University as one part of a larger spectrum of scholars in the communities of the city, the nation, and the world.

Days/Times

TBD

Instructors, Contacts, Office Hours

Kevin Egan

Email: kde25@drexel.edu
Phone: 215-895-0457

Office: 211 Hagerty Library

Office Hours: Meetings by appointment please

Suzanne Rocheleau

Email: rochelse@drexel.edu
Phone: 215-895-5805

Office: Pennoni Honors College (McAlister 5th Floor)

Joel Oestreich

Email: jeo25@drexel.edu

Phone: 215-895-6794
Office: 2024 MacAlister Hall

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 4-5pm

Texts

Balkan Ghosts – Robert Kaplan; selected chapters

Selected readings from some of the following:

Bulgaria: The Uneven Transition

Vesselin Dimitrov; Publisher: Routledge (2001)

Bulgaria in Europe: Charting a Path Toward Reform and Integration

Dimitris Keridis, Charles M. Perry, Monica R.P. Carlos (Editors) Publisher: Potomac Books (2006)

Geopolitical and Economic Changes in the Balkan Countries

John A Bristow; Publisher: Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd. (1996)

Bulgaria at the Crossroads 
Jacques Coenen-Huther (Editor); Publisher: Nova Science Publishers (June, 1996) 

The Bulgarian Economy in Transition (Studies of Communism in Transition) 
By John A. Bristow; Publisher: Edward Elgar Publishing (March, 1996)

Summer in the Balkans: Laughter and Tears After Communism
By Randall Baker; Publisher: Kumarian Press Inc. (1994)

Bulgarian Contributions to European Civilization
By Atanas Bozhkov; Publisher: Bulvest (2000)

A History of Bulgaria. An Outline 

By Milcho Lalkov; Publisher: St. Kliment Ohridski University Press (1998)

Imagining the Balkans 

By Maria Todorova; Publisher: Oxford University Press (1997)

Other useful sites to look at in order to familiarize yourself with Bulgaria:

Official Web Sites:
Bulgarian Embassy in the US – www.bulgaria-embassy.org
US Embassy in Bulgaria – http://bulgaria.usembassy.gov
Government of Bulgaria – www.government.bg
National Assembly of Bulgaria – www.parliament.bg
President of Bulgaria – www.president.bg
News and Events:
Bulgaria Online – www.online.bg
Sofia News Agency – www.novinite.com
Dnevnik newspaper news in English - http://news.dnevnik.bg/
Focus Information Agency - http://www.focus-fen.net/
Southeast European Times - http://www.setimes.com/
Bulgaria`s online English-language newspaper (weekly) – www.sofiaecho.com
Country Profiles:
US Department of State Country Profile – www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/3236.htm
EU Commission Country Profile – http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/archives/bulgaria/index_en.htm
The Economist Country Profile – http://www.economist.com/countries/Bulgaria/
BBC Country profile – http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/country_profiles/1059735.stm
Bulgaria and the IMF – http://www.imf.org/external/country/BGR/
Bulgaria and the WTO – http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/countries_e/bulgaria_e.htm
Assignments and Grades

Class Participation (including submissions to the course blog):
 40%

Term Project:








        60%
This will be a very ACTIVE class!  Participation comprises a large proportion of your grade, but, because of the course’s nontraditional format, such participation will be determined both inside and outside of the classroom. Your class participation grade will be determined in part by your attendance and your role in section/workshop discussions (both at home and while abroad!). Please attend every lecture and every section/workshop meeting having completed the reading assignments, prepared to meet research goals, and ready to take part.  This will result in your getting the most possible from the course, and it will create a dynamic classroom environment. You will also be required to be a regular contributor to a course blog. This blog will be set up via Wordpress, and students will be provided with computer access while abroad. Each student will be required to post to the blog at least 4 times throughout the course of the trip. The blogs should address themes discussed during workshop sessions as well as daily experiences during travel throughout Bulgaria. You will be evaluated with these expectations in mind.
Furthermore, the intent of this course is to examine the issues confronting Bulgaria in its process of democratization; as part of this goal, we will establish a research partnership with scholars/students in Bulgaria. We will also spend a good deal of time immersing ourselves in the Bulgarian culture. Consequently, students are to choose specific topics that they will examine beforehand and during their time in Bulgaria, and then tie this research into a journalistic travelogue detailing their experiences while abroad (the Kaplan reading is an excellent model for what such a travelogues might look like).  This project/paper will constitute the majority of your grade for the course. The travelogues should be approximately 6-8 pages in length (typed, double-spaced).

COURSE POLICIES AND GRADES

Policies and Conduct

Consult the syllabus frequently in order to keep up with scheduled speakers, section meetings, readings, and assignment deadlines.  Keeping up with the assignment schedule is your responsibility.  We will make all take-home exam assignments available to you in plenty of time for successful completion.

As a rule we do not accept late exams or other assignments for any reason other than excused, documented absences.  It will be your responsibility to make certain that the instructor receives a hard copy of any excused absence documentation.  Leaving town for work, or having a busy week are understandable facts of life, but they do not comprise excused absences from class. 

Please arrive to guest lectures and discussion sections on time, stay for the entire period, and display professional conduct at all times.  Cell phones must be turned off, laptops must be used only for taking notes during class time—these rules will be strictly enforced.

All excused schedule conflicts must be submitted to your section instructor, in writing, by the end of the first week of the term.  Make-up assignments are only offered in the case of documented, excused absences.  Excused absences include illness, religious observances, and documented university extra-curricular events. 

No extensions or incompletes will be offered in this course.  If a student has unfinished coursework at the end of the term due to a documented, excused absence, the instructor will assign the grade earned to that point—the student will then have two weeks from the last day of the term to complete any missing work, and the instructor may at that time submit a change of grade form.

It is the responsibility of the student to be on the class e-mail list, and to be aware of e-mail updates from the instructors.  It is the responsibility of the student to make sure that she/he is marked present on roll sheets.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain all reading updates, sample exam questions, take-home exams, and any other materials handed out in class.  

The instructors reserve the right to amend this syllabus in any way necessary for the benefit of the class.

Academic Honesty

The following policies are drawn from the Official Student Handbook:

Drexel University is committed to a learning environment that embraces academic honesty. In order to protect members of our community from the results of dishonest conduct, the University has adopted policies to deal with cases of academic dishonesty. We comply fully with the Drexel University “Academic Honesty Policy,” as explained in the Official Student Handbook. It is the student’s responsibility to know and follow the policies set forth in the Official Student Handbook.  

Academic dishonesty and/or plagiarism will result in an immediate F for the course with no exceptions.  Academic dishonesty may result in suspension or expulsion from Drexel University.

Americans With Disabilities Act

In compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and Drexel University’s policies and procedures, the University is committed to the non-discrimination of students with disabilities.

Students with disabilities requesting accommodations and services at Drexel University need to present a current accommodation verification letter (“AVL”) to faculty before accommodations can be made.  AVL’s are issued by the Office of Disability Services (“ODS”).  For additional information, contact the ODS at www.drexel.edu/edt/disability, 3201 Arch St., Ste. 210, Philadelphia, PA  19104, V 215.895.1401, or TTY 215.895.2299.    

