About Drexel

Graduate Studies

ADMISSION

Drexel University is a private, nonsectarian
coeducational university, founded in 1891 by
financier and philanthropist Anthony J. Drexel.
Today it is a top-tier, comprehensive research
university, enrolling nearly 16,000 undergraduates
and more than 9,000 graduate, professional,
and certificate students. The University’s colleges
and schools offer over 80 undergraduate majors,
and more than 100 master’s and 40 doctoral
programs. Drexel is fully accredited by the Middle
States Association of Colleges and Schools, with
additional programs accredited by their respective
top professional accreditation bodies. Students
come from all 50 U.S. states and 133 foreign
countries.

Acceptance for graduate study at Drexel University requires a bachelor’s degree from
an accredited institution in the United States or an equivalent international institution.
Applicants to the doctoral programs must also possess a master’s degree in public
health or a related field. Although admission requirements vary by program, regular
acceptance typically requires a minimum grade point average (GPA) of at least 3.0 and
standardized test scores of at least the 50th percentile. Applicants for post-master’s
status must show potential for further study by having maintained at least a 3.0 GPA
in their master’s-level studies. (Individual departmental requirements may exceed
this minimum.) The admissions committee evaluates all credentials submitted by
applicants to determine a student’s ability and potential to succeed in graduate study.
In addition, the committee is interested in the applicant’s ability to contribute to his or
her program of study and to the University community as a whole.
Applicants may only apply to one program at a time. For more information on the
application process, see drexel.edu/grad/apply. Students applying for the full-time
MPH should submit their application and all supporting documents to the Schools of
Public Health Application Service (SOPHAS) at sophas.org.

FINANCING

Philadelphia
Philadelphia is the nation’s fifth largest city, with
a metropolitan population of nearly six million.
It is renowned for its historical sites and the
diversity of its neighborhoods, and as a hub of the
pharmaceutical, electronics, and finance industries.
The city offers countless arts, entertainment,
and recreational attractions including museums,
theaters, major league sports franchises, and one
of the nation’s largest urban park systems, as well
as first-class shopping, dining, and nightlife.
Drexel’s University City Campus is located in
Philadelphia’s University City neighborhood, which
is also home to the University of Pennsylvania,
the University of the Sciences, and the Restaurant
School at Walnut Hill College.

PUBLIC HEALTH

Students must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to
receive federal, state, or institutional aid. Students must complete this form annually
to determine eligibility. File online at fafsa.ed.gov. Drexel’s school code is 003256.
To learn more, visit drexel.edu/drexelcentral/finaid.
Applicants to the full-time MPH and MS programs are eligible for merit-based aid in
the form of academic scholarships. Doctoral students are also eligible to receive some
type of tuition funding through teaching or research assistantships.

CONTACT US
Graduate Admissions
Drexel University
3141 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19104
215.895.6700
1.800.2.DREXEL
enroll@drexel.edu
drexel.edu/grad
School of Public Health
Drexel University
Nesbitt Hall
3215 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA 19104
267.359.6000
drexel.edu/publichealth

The Drexel University School of Public Health is the only fully accredited school of
public health in the greater Philadelphia region. Inside the state-of-the art space at the
school’s newly renovated home, students are trained to address public health issues
by combining systematic perspectives, integrative approaches, and community-based
experiences with innovative teaching methods such as problem-based learning, in
which students match theory to practice in case studies of real-world health problems.
Students graduate from the School of Public Health with the knowledge, skills, and
perspective necessary to lead the nation’s public health systems.

OUR MISSION AND APPROACH

Our Programs
The School of Public Health offers the following graduate
degrees and online certificates:
Master of Public Health (MPH), full-time with concentrations in:
• Biostatistics
• Community Health and Prevention
• Environmental and Occupational Health
• Epidemiology

Public health is the science of protecting and improving the health of communities.
Where clinical professionals such as doctors and nurses focus on treating individuals
after they become sick or are injured, public health professionals are concerned with
entire populations, attempting to prevent problems from occurring or recurring
through education, policy development and advocacy, service, and research.

• Health Management and Policy

The mission of the Drexel University School of Public Health is to improve the health
of communities and populations through an integrated program of education, research,
service, and practice. We are committed to improving health in cities, eliminating health
disparities in the U.S. and worldwide, and promoting health in all policies. Both our
mission and our curriculum, deeply grounded in social justice, stress the importance of
understanding and addressing the relationship of health as a human right.

• Community Health and Prevention (DrPH)

Programs are constantly changing in the School of Public Health. For the most
up-to-date list, please visit drexel.edu/grad/pubhealth.

Online Certificate Programs:

Master of Public Health (MPH), Executive program —
generalist program designed for working professionals
• Biostatistics (MS)
• Epidemiology (MS, PhD)

• Health Policy and Social Justice (DrPH)
•D
 octor of Medicine/Master of Public Health Dual Degree
(MD/MPH)
• Juris Doctor/Master of Public Health Dual Degree (JD/MPH)

• Epidemiology and Biostatistics
• Global Health
• Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) Health

Apply online at drexel.edu/grad/apply.

For More Information
We continuously review and update the content of programs
offered. Prospective students are encouraged to visit these
websites for the most current information:
School of Public Health:
drexel.edu/publichealth
Admissions:
drexel.edu/grad/pubhealth
Graduate Catalog:
catalog.drexel.edu/graduate
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FULL-TIME MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH (MPH) PROGRAM

Our History
The School of Public Health was founded in 1994
and opened its doors to students in 1996, offering
a single degree, the master of public health (MPH).
In September of 2014, the school retained full
accreditation from the Council on Education for
Public Health (CEPH), the nationally recognized
accrediting body for schools of public health. First
accredited in 2007 for seven years, the School was
recently re-accredited through 2021.We now offer
four master’s degrees, three doctorate degrees,
two interdisciplinary degrees, as well as three
certificate options and a new undergraduate major
and minor.

The full-time master of public health (MPH) program is designed to prepare students
to enter directly into the public health workforce as well as doctoral programs. The
problem-based learning curriculum emphasizes knowledge in core disciplines,
development of fundamental skills, and integration of diverse perspectives and values
into the mission of public health. This program is structured on a quarter basis and
requires a total of 64 credit hours completed in two years. At the end of the first year,
students choose a concentration: Biostatistics, Community Health and Prevention,
Environmental and Occupational Health, Epidemiology, or Health Management and
Policy. The MPH places a strong emphasis on community-based learning in which
students complete both a practicum and the culminating Community-based Master’s
Project (CBMP) tied to the student’s concentration and area of interest. Through these
community-based experiences, students gain nearly 600 hours of real-time public
health experience.

EXECUTIVE MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAM

Faculty
Our nationally and internationally recognized
faculty are engaged in cutting edge research that
directly impacts Philadelphia and cities worldwide.
Research interests include maternal and child
health, LGBT health disparities, substance abuse
and prevention, occupational cancers, emergency
preparedness, nutrition, infectious disease, public
health infrastructure, minority health and vulnerable
populations, among others. Students have the unique
opportunity to engage with faculty on a regular
basis in the classroom, through small group seminars
and as advisees. Our engaged faculty ensure that
students are well positioned to enter the public health
workforce or continue their academic training.

Designed for working professionals, the executive master of public health program
offers a convenient class schedule in which students can earn their degree in 21 months.
Whether working in public health, a related health care setting or seeking a career
change, the executive MPH program is tailored for individuals who are committed to
advancing their careers and acquiring the knowledge and tools to advance to leadership
roles in public health. The program is fast-paced, intensive and demanding, but builds
on each individual’s former education, work experience and skills.
The executive MPH curriculum combines both on-campus coursework and online
modalities. Classes meet on campus one Friday and one Saturday per month, and
utilize web-based technologies to interact with faculty and students during the weeks
when not in class. Classes are taught by full-time School of Public Health faculty with
active and diverse research interests as well as adjunct faculty with leadership roles as
practicing public health professionals.

BIOSTATISTICS (MS)
The master of science degree in biostatistics provides students with a thorough
understanding of biostatistical methods, strong computational skills, and a practical
experience that allows students to thrive in positions that require this applied
knowledge. Biostatistics integrates statistical, mathematical, and computational
techniques to research in health-related fields including medicine, and diverse areas of
public health research, including epidemiology. Because biostatisticians play essential
roles in designing studies and analyzing research data, graduates with degrees in
biostatistics find employment in public health research and service organizations,
university research groups, hospitals, pharmaceutical companies, health-related
industries, and government.

EPIDEMIOLOGY (MS, PHD)
The master of science degree in epidemiology provides training in epidemiologic and
clinical research for students interested in pursuing careers in research or doctoral
training in epidemiology. The goal of the master of science degree in epidemiology
program is to produce graduates who have a solid understanding of epidemiologic
methods and the demonstrated capacity and ability to apply that understanding to
study design and analysis.
The doctorate in epidemiology offers a methodologically rigorous doctoral training
program that comprises both formal classroom training and guided research with
faculty mentors trained in top public health programs nationally and internationally.
The doctorate in epidemiology program is a full-time research-focused degree that
will prepare graduates to use epidemiologic methods and analytic skills to evaluate
important public health concerns. The doctoral program prepares students to approach
problems with an informed critical perspective that is required to generate meaningful
epidemiologic questions and utilize the most appropriate research strategies to
address them.
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COMMUNITY HEALTH AND PREVENTION (DRPH)
The doctor of public health in community health and prevention (CHP) program
integrates applied research, education, service, and advocacy, emphasizing the
application of interdisciplinary, theoretical, and applied research paradigms to the
understanding and prevention of public health problems. The program fosters research
embedded in community settings in Philadelphia, across the U.S. and internationally.
CHP faculty focus on ethical perspectives, social, and behavioral sciences in community
and preventative health.

HEALTH POLICY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE (DRPH)
The doctor of public health in health policy and social justice prepares students to
develop and implement policy that improves public health by focusing on those who are
most vulnerable. By studying important racial, ethnic, social class, and gender differences
within the larger social justice framework, students graduate with a sound theoretical
and practical foundation for critical scholarship in health disparities, social inequality,
and social justice. Furthermore, students gain the research, analysis, and advocacy skills
to create and enact effective policies in both the public and private health sectors.

Facilities and Resources
The School of Public Health is located in the newly
renovated Nesbitt Hall in the geographic heart
of Drexel‘s University City campus. Nesbitt Hall
includes two large lecture halls, SPH instructional
computer labs, research and collaboration space
and the university’s only dedicated space for
nursing mothers. The School of Public Health is
also within close proximity to the Hagerty Library,
Drexel Recreation Center, and numerous academic
facilities. The School of Public Health is also home
to a number of innovative research centers and
projects including the AJ Drexel Autism Institute,
Center for Hunger-Free Communities, Center for
Nonviolence and Social Justice, the Firefighter
Injury Research and Safety Trends (FIRST) and
the Program for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender Health.

MD/MPH
The joint MD/MPH program prepares students for careers as physicians with a
public health orientation by combining education in the biomedical sciences with the
disciplines of public health. In order to be admitted to the joint program, applicants
must first be admitted to the Drexel University College of Medicine.
Students working toward the joint MD/MPH begin to fulfill the requirements for the
MPH in their first three years of medical school, and spend a year of full-time study
with the School of Public Health between years 3 and 4 of medical school. Upon
completion of the MPH, students return to the College of Medicine to fulfill their
remaining clinical rotations and residency selection.

MD/MPH
The joint MD/MPH program prepares students for careers as physicians with a
public health orientation by combining education in the biomedical sciences with the
disciplines of public health. In order to be admitted to the joint program, applicants
must first be admitted to the Drexel University College of Medicine.
Students working toward the joint MD/MPH begin to fulfill the requirements for the
MPH in their first three years of medical school, and spend a year of full-time study
with the School of Public Health between years 3 and 4 of medical school. Upon
completion of the MPH, students return to the College of Medicine to fulfill their
remaining clinical rotations and residency selection.

JD/MPH
Integrating law and public health, the JD/MPH program enables highly motivated
students to acquire basic skills in both disciplines and gain a unique perspective. In
order to be considered for the JD/MPH program, students must first be admitted to
the Drexel University Thomas R. Kline School of Law. The LSAT is required by the
School of Law and is considered in lieu of the GRE for the School of Public Health. The
JD/MPH dual degree program requires 79 semester credits at the School of Law and
58 quarter credits from the School of Public Health and is usually completed in four
or four-and-a-half years. Students spend their first year of study at the School of Law
completing the standard first-year JD curriculum as well as a co-op placement over the
summer. In their second year, students take the standard core courses in the School of
Public Health. During the remaining years, students take courses at both schools and
complete a public health community-based master’s project.

Libraries
The Hagerty Library, located on the University City
Campus, reflects the curricular strengths of the
campus. It houses approximately 500,000 bound
volumes, DVDs, videos, and archival resources,
and provides access to an impressive array of
electronic databases and periodicals.
Audiovisual materials are available for viewing
and listening at home, in fully equipped study
carrels, and in group viewing rooms. Scanners,
printers, and software (including word processing,
spreadsheet, and presentation programs) are
available in the Computer Center. The Bookmark
Café is open 24 hours a day for use by University
students, faculty, staff, and residents.
Drexel University has three other libraries:
Hahnemann Library, located on the Center City
Campus, the College of Law Library, located on
the University City Campus, and the Queen Lane
Library, located on the Queen Lane Campus. Drexel
graduate students also have access to the library
resources of the University of Pennsylvania, the
University of the Sciences in Philadelphia, and the
Restaurant School at Walnut Hill College.

ONLINE CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
Drexel offers online graduate-level certificate programs in three areas, through which
students can gain professional experience in research and application: epidemiology
and biostatistics; global health; and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender health. The
global health certificate can also be completed simultaneously with the full-time or
executive MPH programs.
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